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Two conferences

he contrast between the Scotis a universalrevolutionarytask. The pear to take issue with the Mc
tish Socialist Party and the So-capitalist state has to be dismantled b§ombes-Sheridan strategy.
cialist Alliance in England and thearmedpower of the working class, Motion 9, submitted by Edinburgh
Wiales could hardly be more markedand capital superseded at the glob&entland, is, to be frank, mealy
One is living, confident and growing; level. Using the existing state to intro-mouthed and to all intents and pu
the other lies dying - struck down,duce ‘socialism’ - which usually meansposes worthless: eg, the position r}if

foully murdered by its own mislead-nothing more than the nationalisation ofhe SSP regarding Scottish indepe
ership. the means of production - inevitablyence should be based on whethe
By a margin of two to one the SAsleads to attacks on the working classwill strengthen or weaken the politi
March 13 special conference votedNationalised capital is still capital andcal, ideological and industrial positior
not only to suspend electoral work workers remain exploited wage slavesof the working class”. The Cathcarf
which in effect means ending all ac-That is the lesson of history and the redlVest and Cathcart East motion 11 |s
tivity - but to actually forbid surviv- movement of the working class in theno better. It too has the sticky finget
ing branches from standing in the20th century. In short, there can be ngrints of the SW platform all over it.
forthcoming June 10 local electionssocialism in one country, not even in @eing for, or against, independende
This control-freakery was imposed abreakaway Scotland. is conveniently skirted round. Pur
the insistence of the Socialist Work- SSP leaders disagree. The ‘tartan revepportunism.
ers Party. No opposition was brookedution’” would not, we are assured, suffer On the other hand motion 10 fro
There could be no compromise nothe horrible starvation and wars of interDundee West reflects the new thin
any accounting for different, specificvention witnessed in Russia or Cuba'ing of the Committee for a Workers
local circumstances. Everything,isolation and grinding poverty. Scotlandnternational. They want to put som
above all the continued existence afill not be “brought to its knees” by anclear red water between themselvgs
the SA, must be subordinated to thémerican economic blockade. A social-and their former Militant comradeg
untried and untested Respect coalist Scotland will be able to “stand up” towho now dominate the SSP leade
tion and getting John Rees elected dbe forces of global capitalism and beship. The independence conventign
an MEP. come an international “symbol of resistwas “mistaken”. No “significant
Not that the SWP is itself giving ance” to economic and social injusticenumbers” have been attracted arjd
100%. Before London’s March 20(T Sheridan and A McCombémagine “support for national independence
Stop the War Coalition demonstratiorEdinburgh 2000, p189). has fallen in the past few years.
Chris Bambery, SWP national secre- Scotland can succeed apparently Though damning the “conces
tary, issued one of his infamouswhere others before it have failed besions” made to nationalism by th
weekly circulars: only 100 SWPerscause it is “fabulously wealthy”. Scot-McCombes-Sheridan leadership, tife
were to be assigned to work for Reland already has the “materialCWI shares essentially the same rqt-
spect (email, March 18). The rest weréoundations” for a “thriving” socialist ten programme. It would “support’
told to sellSocialistWorkerand dish democracy. Besides “long coastlinesan independent capitalist Scotlang,
out SWP placards. According to whagind a “clean environment”, Scotland‘as a democratic right”, if wished fo
we know about the real size of théhas a “flourishing” culture and “le- by the majority of the populatio
SWP’s membership that translates igions” of internationally acclaimed mu-(supporting self-determination doe|
the language of mathematics into aicians, writers, actors and film directorsnot, of course, oblige communists
mere 5% commitment to Respect. On top of these blessings Scotland haslvocatethe Balkanisation of Britain
The March 27-28 SSP conferencéland, water, fish, timber, oil, gas and elec- or anywhere else, for that matter). Bit
in Edinburgh faces no such demandicity in abundance”. Better still, Scot-instead of campaigning for this ou
to liquidate from the Socialist Workerland has a “moderate climatéidl p189). come the CWI wants to “prioritise”
platform, nor from any other faction While a “fully-fledged socialist society” other issues - “the fight for a decerjt
for that matter. On the contrary themight not be possible in Scotland, noneminimum wage, the scrapping of th
SSP faces the challenges that conibeless a “socialist government” couldcouncil tax, a shorter working weeK
with proven success and growthmove in that direction by taking controlpublic ownership of industry and
Specifically that means quickly inte-of the country’s wealth and using it foranti-war work.”
grating RMT and other potential tradethe common goodlfd p190). Nevertheless the CWI holds od
union affiliates into its regional and Frankly this is threadbare and deeplghe long-term goal of achieving inde
national structures (there is a wholavorrying. Joseph Stalin used to rebufpendence. This would, though, befa
raft of constitutional changes pro-Leon Trotsky with reference to Russia's'socialist Scotland” and part of g
posed by the SSP executive commisontinental proportions and immensévoluntary and democratic socialis
tee) - that and gearing up for the Juneealth in natural resources. Land, oilconfederation with England, Wale
10 elections, in which the SSP is exforests, gold, a population that stood and Ireland”.
pected to do well. around 150 million ... and avery, verylong But why exactly the British na-
As with the SA, the SSP began as eoastline. He did not mention a “modertion-state needs to be broken up
unity project between left groups. Inate climate”, true. Despite that absenceemains unexplained. As is we%

it

that sense the SSP holds up a mirr&talin boasted in his versionlofiagine  known, the CPGB calls for a feder
of what might have been in the rest of the second edition dfoundations of republic of England, Scotland an
Britain. Quite clearly the much moreLeninism- that Russia had all it needed/NVales and an independentited
favourable situation in Scotland re-internally. Not to achieve the “final and Ireland under existing socio-politi
sults not from objective conditions.complete victory of socialism” - that cal conditions. That would simul-
Eqg, strikes throughout Britain remainneeded the efforts of other countries taneously provide a democrati
at historically low levels and the 2003but to “build up a socialist society” (JV solution to the national questiorl‘
anti-war movement saw its biggesttalinWorksvol 6, Moscow 1953, p111). and deepen working class unity i
manifestations in London, not Glas- In the McCombes-Sheridan schem#he British Isles. But it should be
gow or Edinburgh. Scottish nationalism is proletarian. Brit-emphasised that in general Mar}-

The difference is subjective. Scotish nationalism bourgeois. ists seek to bring about the organ
tish Militant Labour, under the lead- Logically this has led the SSP leadsation of the working class in th¢
ership of Alan McCombes andership to pursue a strategic allianceéiggest possible, centralised
Tommy Sheridan, had the necessanyith the Scottish National Party.states. Federalism in Britain and 3
foresight and accumulated organisaNowadays the SSP is quite clear: inindependent Ireland would toda:
tional weight behind them to rally thedependence in and of itself would beepresent a real step in that dire
left in Scotland and then patientlyprogress. A capitalist Scotland whichtion.
build a party based on a culture whicthas its own armed forces, currency The only remotely principled po-
still tolerates minorities and generallyand bureaucracy is bizarrely pro=sition is the one advocated by th
operates in a spirit of openness.  claimed as a step in the direction ofNorkers Unity platform. Though is|

Not that we communists are uncriti-socialism. Last year the SSP nationalppears to reject the right of the Scq
cal. The SSP cannot strictly be recouncil duly agreed the perspectivesish people to self-determination -
garded as a socialist party. Yes, unlikdocument, ‘Where now for independ-piece of unnecessary Luxemburgis!
Respect, it calls for socialism week irence and socialism?’, drafted by com- the comrades advocate workin
and week out in the pagesSdottish rade McCombes, and subsequentlglass unity, not as a pious, empty sig-
Socialist Voiceand in every election an independence convention wagan, but concretely. They call for uni
manifesto. Tommy Sheridan elolaunched. against the existing United Kingdo
quently expounds upon its virtues Thankfully there is some opposition -state and sketch out a plan for the
and rails against the inequalities ofmplicit and explicit - to this outright ca- “building of a British socialist party”
capitalism. The SSP’s five other MSPgitulation to left nationalism (though using the “strength of the SSP” asa
hammer home the same messagensurprisingly not from the Republicanlever.
However, the socialism of the SSP i€€ommunist Network). Motions 9, 10and Naturally such a genuinely inter
both reformist and nationalist. 11, plus the amendment to motion 1hationalist and partyist approach

For Marxism, of course, socialismfrom the Workers Unity platform, all ap- commands our suppdit

Jack Conrad
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Letters may have been

e [ g corporation a prompt agreement that

Some names may have been avoids more loss of life and the destruc-
changed tion of the trade union.

Colombia Solidarity Committee

London

Hunger strikes
Eight days into the glorious hunger strikArrogance

by Colombian Coca Cola workers and the often read thaveekly Workeand like
struggle for union rights continues, buinany others find it a useful window onto
neither the corporation nor the nationaine workings of the left. However, after
government concern themselves Witheading last week’s ‘Party notes’ | don't
the grave health problems now affectiink p'll bother any more (‘Towards the
ing the participants in this important pro-anthropocene’, March 18).
test for life and dignity. , | doubt that I'm the only reader who
Several comrades are now in a lamefeels alienated by Jack Conrad’s articles.
rated seriously through emanatiotheed to use your articles to show off how
(accelerated loss of weight) and Promany ‘big words’ you know? ‘Party
found dehydration. The health of oumotes' |ast week was the last straw. To
president, Luis Javier Correa Suarez, igse a word (‘anthropocene’) in the head-
very delicate. Symptoms such as dizZiine which you know full well isn't in the
ness, headaches, fainting, palpitationgommon lexicon is just plain arrogance.
chest pains, lack of sleep have becomg youyr self-esteem so low that you must
constant (all the participants are kepise words that you know hardly any-

under the observation of doctors angne will understand, just to make you feel
nurses). better?

Coca Cola has visited the social secu- The crux of my point is this: if com-

rity centres that provide health servicegade Conrad wants to write articles that
to demand that they amtgive medical gre accessible to a chosen few, that's fine.
attention to the workers from Coke bot-jyst don't do it under the banner of Party
tling plants unless they have alreadyotes, | truly hope that this elitist use of

ceased their hunger strike. This is th%mguage isn’t representative of the

worst ever crime committed by the mU"party. If it i, then I'm sorry, I'm far too

tinational, which has also suspended skoorly educated to qualify for member-
comrades at the Bucaramanga plant fajhjp.
participating in our activities. Grow up, comrade. If your arguments

For the above reasons we make CoGge worth hearing, put them in an acces-
Cola responsible for the health and lifejyle form.

of our comrades and we make an urgefiae Hancock
call to the multinational's directors in g ey
Atlanta and Mexico so that they stop

this violent action against its workers. To

continue with this situation could un-ANRArchism

leash unfortunate events. | am not a communist but an anarchist,
In the same manner we make the Cqgthough | am not a psychotic madman
lombian state responsible for its continghg pelieves in madness and destruc-

ued deafness toward the urgent caligyn as the media today so often por-
from the workers, who have on repeateglyys.

labour rights and work security of thefor the abolition of all laws, as there will
comrades are respected. ) be no need for them: ie, there won't be a
The attempts by the police to dislodggayy against murder, because nobody
the hunger strikers are still the order ofyquld ever want or need to commit it. |
the day. Situations as have occurred liew communism as a stepping stone
Bogota and Barranquilla especially arggwards this system, and your system
a very clear proof of the help that thgyt collectives especially is one | agree
multinational has been getting from theyit
state security organs with the aim .qf But is there a point at which you be-
breaking the workers’ protest. Paramilijieye the party would find it possible to
tary threats against the Sinaltrainal Unactyally hand control to them? Is it pos-
ion are now taking place across thgjpje that another Stalin-like regime wil
country. If the paramilitaries manage tQyise, or do you believe your Party lead-
weaken the protest the only beneficiargs to be sufficiently in control and have

will be Coca Cola. _ . enough faith in Marxism to prevent this
We call on all social organisations from happening?

human rights defenders, politicians, regyjam Wainwright
ligious people to show solidarity with thegmgil
Coca Cola workers and demand of the

Fighting fund
Some way

L ast week puts us on the way tounstinting support is appreciated by
wards meeting our £500 monthlyall of us.
target. Time, and the next few days will, Unfortunately | cannot report any
of course, tell. donations via our PayPal website fa-
On the March 20 demonstration incility. Shame on the freeloaders. But
London we got a steady trickle of smalktill, whether our e-readers like us or
donations, usually £1 instead of théoathe us, there can be no denying
50p cover price. Pleasingly that in-that the\WWeeklyWorkeris slowly but
cluded a couple frorBocialistWorker surely gaining influence. At the time
sellers. Altogether that added up to af writing - 10pm on Wednesday night
nice little sum: £19.50. - | have been told by our webmaster
Besides that boost, JB from Surreyhat we notched up exactly 8,617 elec-
sent in £5 and SW from Norway £10tronic readers last week. Not bad, es-
Both are longstanding subscribergecially given our many extra sales on
and regularly send in a bit extra. YoutMarch 20.
continued help is very welcome. An-  Anyway in total our fund stands
other comrade who once again musit£289.5@
be mentioned is TR of County Dur- Robbie Rix
ham. He donated £60. Neither of us
have been able to speak face to face
for a long time - | have not been up  Ask for a bankers order form,
north and he has not been down or send cheques, payable to
south - but let me assure him that his Weekly Worker

Letters, BCM Box 928, London WC1N 3XX [| Tel: 020 8965 0659 [| Fax: 020 8961 9193 [| weeklyworker@cpgb.org.uk | www.cpgh.org.uk
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FRANCE

Mixed messages

The March 21 first round of the

French regional elections saw

Jacques Chirac’s rightwing UMP
punished for its anti-working class poli-
cies and full frontal assault on France’
system of social security. Unfortunately
however, it was not the alliance of thd
country’s two main revolutionary
groups that reaped the benefit, but the
mainstream left parties, whose own neq
liberal record in government up to 2003
had opened the way for Chirac’s currer]
attacks.

While the Parti Socialiste, Parti Com
muniste Francais and Greens polled 40
in total (as against 34% for the UMP an
allies), the joint Ligue Communiste
Révolutionnaire-Lutte Ouvriére lists won
just under five percent. Although thi
was a marginally higher percentage th
that obtained in the equivalent election
in 1998, it was desperately disappoin
ing compared to the two groups’ per
formance in the presidential elections
2002, whenthe LCR's Olivier Besancen
and LO's Arlette Laguiller together to-
talled almost 10%.

This last figure is the minimum neces
sary that lists must achieve in order t
progress to the second round in an
given constituency. But the LCR-LO
bloc fell well short of the 10% threshold
in all 21 regions and 94 department
While the winning of over a million votes
nationwide is no mean feat, the fact th
these were more or less evenly spre
across the country, rather than conce
trated in particular localities, meant th
there was no chance of a morale-boo
ing success in the second round (in 19
- before the undemocratic 10% barrie
was introduced - one LCR and seven L

councillors were returned in the Nord -

Pas de Calais region under the PR sy@jivier Besancenot: down
tem).

ACTION

Communist Forums

London: Sunday March 28, 5pm - ‘Liv-
ing philosophies and competing meth-
ods’, using Istvan Mészaroskhe
power of ideologys a study guide.
Diorama Arts Centre, 34 Osnaburgh
Street, London NW1 (nearest tubes:
Regents Park, Great Portland Street).
Sheffield: Friday March 26, 7.30pm -
‘Lessons of the Great Miners’ Strike’.
Speaker: Dave Douglass, branch sec-
retary, Hatfield NUM. Halifax Hall, Fic-
tion Library, Endcliff Vale Road,
Sheffield S10. Phone 07855 279416 for
details.

Solidarity with Iraq

Public meeting, Tuesday March 30,
7.30pm, Wood Green Labour Club,
Stuart Crescent, Wood Green, Lon-
don N22 (nearest tube: Wood Green).
Speakers: Abdullah Mushin, Iraqi
Trade Union Federation; Alex
Gordon, South Wales RMT, union
delegation to Iraq; Jeff Engles, US
trade unionist; Ewa Jasiewicz, solidar-
ity activist, back from Palestine and
Iraq.

Organised by Haringey Trades Coun-
cil.

Free the refuseniks

Picket Israeli embassy, Monday April
5,5.30pm (and every two weeks - same
day and time). Kensington High
Street/Kensington Court, opposite
Palace Green (nearest tube: High
Street Kensington). For a Palestinian
state with same rights as Israel.
Organised by Committee for Two
States: 07748 185553; outnow@-
actionforsolidarity.org.uk

London to Aldermaston march, Easter
2004. Starts with rally, Trafalgar Square,
Friday April 9; march via Southall,
Slough and Reading; ends bank holi-
day Monday, April 12 with demon-

In a joint statement after the resultgion on the EU elections, it seems thatired unemployed activist Claire Villiers),clear that our electors will vote neither stration at Aldermaston atomic

were announced, the two organisationsO has letthe LCR have more of its wayits 7.2% easily surpassed the 3.99%r the right nor the extreme right. Some weapons establishment, Berkshire.
condemned the “electoral method thatVhile the comrades state that they ar@chieved by LCR-LO, headed by Arlettavill abstain, other will vote for the left ...~ Aldermaston 2004, c/o AWPC, 18
favours the dominant parties”, whichagainst the European Union of the capl-aguiller herself. A parallel battle tookit is up to [the Socialist Party] to con- Greenway Road, Bristol BS6 6SG;
meant that there are now “no revolutiontalists, they are also “against theplace in what used to be the red heantince those who voted for our lists in the www. aldermaston2004.net:
ary representatives on the regional courisovereigntists’ of right and left”. They lands of Seine-St Denis, a departmefitst round” (March 22). info@aldermaston2004.net
cils despite our increased vote”. declare themselves “partisans of aithin lle de France. This time comrade This statement was issued in responsgajled by CND, Aldermaston \Wom-
The revolutionary left's best perform- united Europe, from one end of the corBuffet won over 14% to comradeto the ‘Appeal of 24 members ofthe LCR an's peace Camp and other local
ance was in the Sarthe department, whetigent to the other - the Socialist UnitedArguiller’s 5.67%. Similarly, a large partnational leadership’ - the minority (rep- groups.
it won 7.49%, and in the Picardie andStates of Europe, free of borders and thef Olivier Besancenot’s vote in theresenting almost 30% of the member-
Limousin regions (over 6.5%), but it ex-dictatorship of industrialists and finan-presidentials was this time taken by thehip) which had opposed the alliance CPGB history
ceeded 5% in seven regions and 4% ipiers alike” (Common protocol’, Novem- PCF - he won only 3.24% as head of theith LO: “For our part, we take our re- Eynibition: The story of the Commu-
all but four. The overall achievement esber 13 2003). However, apart fromLCR-LOlistin Paris, well behind the PCFsponsibilities seriously and call on left st Party of Great Britain. Tuesday-
tablishes the LCR-LO as the country’'sopposing the constitution, the protocol Perhaps the biggest setback for the lefoters ... to mobilise massively on Sunday, 1lam to 4.30pm. Ends
fourth electoral force, but still far behind makes no demands on the EU for thiloc was in the Nord-Pas de Calais réarch 28 to beat the right and the FN Sunday ,April 25. Entrance: £1° chil-
the third - Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Fronthere and now. gion, where the LCR-LO had high hopeby voting for the left lists.” This faction ' gren and concessions: free. First Fri-
National, which held its 15% share and The French Communist Party, theof beating the 10% mark and as a resutioks to build “a new party” from “be- day of the month: ‘Bluffer’s guide to
qualified for next weekend’s secondPCF, in contrast to the revolutionary leftjn all likelihood seeing its councillors re-yond the far left alone” (March 22). CPGB'tour.
round in 19 of the 21 regions. has reason to be pleased with its peelected in the second round. In the eventin my opinion, these oppositionists 7161-839 6061 karenm@peoples-
Putting on a brave face, comraddormance in the regional elections - pavit picked up only 5.11% - less than halére correct inasmuch as it is the duty thistorymuseum.brg.uk
Laguiller declared the campaign to havdicularly after the disastrous showing othe PCF score. Here the PCF ran a vigaremmunists to “take our responsibilities
been useful nevertheless: “We are ndts presidential candidate, Robert Huegus campaign, posing left in a successeriously” when it comes to giving a lead. Long live May Day
electoralists,” she said, and it was necwho polled less than 5% in 2002. Thigul attempt to win back its traditionalLeaving it to individual supporters to 146k and rally, Saturday May 1
essary to convince workers that there areas especially the case in view of theoters from the Trotskyist bloc. decide what to do for themselves is @ agsemple Clerkenwell Green. 12 noon
“other ways to change their lot”. Thefact that the party is divided three ways Lutte Ouvriere comrades in the regiolear abrogation of duty. However, the ¢y areh 1o Trafalgar Squaré Speakl
problem is that those “other ways” didon its attitude to elections - not least asad at first opposed the alliance with thactual advice offered by the LCR 0ppo- 15 include Ken Livingstone Frances
not really feature in the LCR-LO cam-regards the alliance with the PartLCR, fearing it might jeopardise the resitionists - who see their most importantO,Grady (deputy general éecretary
paign, based almost exclusively on aiBocialiste. election of its councillors. No doubt theytask as reducing the number of FrontTUC) Globalise Resistance, Stop the
economistic wish list of opposition to  After the debacle of the ‘pluralist left’ will be far from happy now. There was aNational councillors to an absolute Mini- \ym - Goalition '
redundancies, cuts, privatisation anddministration from 1997 to 2002, the PCnore substantial opposition to the allimum - is questionable, to say the 'eaSt'Organised b)} London May Day Or-
demands for better wages, working conleft wing has been agitating for a breakance within the LCR, however, whichhas Nowhere is the FN in a position to gain ganising Committee, ¢/o GFTU, Cen-
ditions, pensions and services. with the PS in elections - at least in th@ow resurfaced with a vengeance oveontrol of a department or region. Com- &1 House Upper, Woburn Place
The common protocol agreed bedirst round - and for the party to standhe bloc’s recommendation for the seanunist tactics should be aimed first and London WélH OHY. Sponsors in-'
tween the two groups has the stamp ain its own. However, a group arounend round. foremost at winning workers to the need o \de Sertuc Unisoﬁ TGWU. GR
Lutte Ouvriére all over it. Partly the prob-national secretary Marie-George Buffet No doubt against the leadership’$or a genuine Communist Party, armed STWC ' ' ' '
lem is that they cannot agree on somévours a new ‘People’s and Citizensbetter judgement, the LCR had gonwith a revolutionary programme of ex- '
very basic policies - the LCR’s orienta-Left', an alliance that actually came intcalong with LO’s insistence that theredreme democracy. Except in the mostRDG
tion to the anti-capitalist ‘movement’ andbeing for last Sunday’s elections in theould be no question of calling on theiunusual of circumstances, that CanNOtr, ontact the Revolutionary Demo-
the European Social Forum, for instancekey lle de France region, which includesoters to switch to the ‘pluralist left’ if mean writing a blank cheque to the par- cratic Group, email rdgroup@-
or LO's effective support for Chirac’s banParis. The third PCF grouping wants tthe LCR-LO was eliminated. Remembetjes of the establishment left. ahoo.com ’
on the islamic headscarf (going just a bitaintain the alliance with the PS, coméhis same leadership had actually called If the PS neoliberals still claim to stand y ‘
too far for the LCR). Neither of them takewhat may. for avote for Chirac, the main representder the workers, they should be chal- CPGB wills
seriously the question of the way we are All three can take comfort from thetive of capital, in order to defeat Le Peitenged to prove it by accepting a raft of o o w0 PGB and keep the
ruled - specifically, in France, the build-elections. In 14 regions the PS-PCFn the second round of the 2002ninimum demands in our interests. If, struagle oina. Put our Partv's ngme
ing of a movement from below to over-Green alliance held together - and in 1Bresidentials. under the pressure of its left wing, the - | d?(gs < g nd g\}h at Vou Wi arﬁyto ;o
turn the undemocratic Fifth Republicof them topped the poll. In six others the But this time, in line with the commonPCF declines to form a common listin ag - v S v 0 Foe gd further helg do
with its monarchical president and sysPCF stood autonomously, crossing thprotocol, the LCR leadership issued given department or region with the PS,%Ot hes.itat)tle to contact us b P -
tem of undemocratic ‘checks and bal-10% threshold in two. And in lle destatement which said that LCR-LO vota tactical vote for Buffet's party might b o0 0 o y post,
ances’. France, where comrade Buffet toppedrs would “determine freely for them-also be considerdtl P :
When it comes to the protocol’'s secthe PCF's ‘open’ list (which also fea-selves” how to vote on March 28: “It is Peter Manson
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STOP THE WAR COALITION

Other mining unions
Digging for
INspiration

hear on the intemet grapevine that the National Union of Mine-

workers is going to get its act together where cyberspace is

concemed and finally invest in its own site. Before doing so, it
should at least take a look at what other mining unions have to offer.

A near perfect example of what not to do is the rubbish site of the
scab Union of Democratic Mineworkers (www.pin-point.org.uk/
pinpoint/pinpointnsf/0/180a23e6ebb746dc80256dce005975ad?-
OpenDocument). ltis interesting to note that this tiny outfit can afford
to pay vastly inflated salaries for its president, Neil Greatrex, and his
cronies, but cannot muster funds for even a simple website. This page
(hosted on Notts county council’s local information pages) contains the
barestinformation, such as snail mail and email addresses, and
frequency and locations of meetings. On the plus side, a quick google
search under ‘Union of Democratic Mineworkers’ offers more interest-
ing information, such as UDM bosses pimping miner's compensation
funds, allegations of preferential compensation allocations to UDM
members and so on.

Instead, our would-be NUM web designers would be better off
looking overseas for inspiration. The United Mine Workers of America
site (www.umwa.org/homepage.shtml) does not start off too great, if
the prominent stars and stripes and the legend, “The UMWA proudly
supports our troops”, are anything to go by. The introductory blurb
goes on to make the usual noises about defending members’ rights,
etc. What saves this dull opening is the link to a group of striking
miners at a pitin Utah. This came about after 74 miners were sacked
for protesting against unsafe working practices, and the victimisation
of a UMWA activist. An address for solidarity messages and donations
is given, but unfortunately recent updates of their struggle seem thin
on the ground.

Turning to the navigation panel, it begins with ‘Organizing’ - a piece
of corporate-speak emphasising the importance of providing training
for union personnel around workplace themes. That the UMWA is
prioritising recruitment in conditions of generally low union density is
welcome. The UMW Journal link features an archive of the union’s bi-
monthly publication going back to 1999. The latestissue is dated
September-October of last year, but, as itis a special on the 2003
convention, it does provide an indication of where the union is headed.
‘Press releases’ offers a couple of items for March, and also carries
an archive for the last five years. ‘Movies! Books! Music!’ is self-
explanatory, promoting a number of mining-related entertainment
products. ‘Information resources’ is the final link in the panel, leading
to a number of theme-related links, such as health, the economy,
legislation and so on.

A better site is provided by the National Union of Mineworkers in
South Africa (www.num.org.za). lts home page is quite impressive,
avoiding the corporate looks unions in Britain usually go for. Subtitied
“Members first - today and forever”, it begins with a scrolling photo
link featuring former miners’ leaders, rank and file members and of
course the ubiquitous Saint Mandela. In the main field, the links are
arranged around the militant-looking union symbol. The firstis about
the union, leading to a series of short pages setting out its aims and
objectives, a history thatlocates the NUM in “the inherent contradic-
tions that exist between capital and labour” (Could you imagine these
words ever escaping the lips of the TUC’s Brendan Barber?). ‘Leader-
ship’ offers very limited biographies of the NUM’s leading members,
concentrating on when they joined the union and were elected to
particular positions. The final page here lists the union’s achievements
in terms of recognition agreements, winning affordable housing for
miners, etc.

The services the union offers range from the usual workplace
bread and butter stuff, to educational facilities for members, death
benefits, and an ‘after-care’ service for ex-miners. These certainly beat
the dull loan and credit card deals beloved of too many unions in
Britain. Sadly, the ‘Publications’ pages are a bit of a let-down because
the most recent speeches, press releases and newsletters are six
months old. ‘Events’ canries some documentation from February's
Mining Charter Summit, and material from last year's 11th NUM
congress. Other items include an ominously blank ‘What’s new’ page, a
copy of the NUM constitution in all its labyrinthine detalil, a site map,
and an interesting links page to South African political and mining
sites, and intemational union bodies.

The UMWA and NUM have set the minimum benchmark the NUM
(Britain) web design team should be aiming for. However, whether it
will touch anywhere near Dave Douglass’s superb Miners Advice
website (Weekly Worker March 11) remains to be seen [I

Phil Hamilton

Leadership still

On March 20, coordinated protests around the world

commemorated the first anniversary of the US-UK invasion of
Irag: in the US, Italy, Spain, Australia, Greece, Holland, Germany,
and of course BritairManny Neira joined them in London

erhaps 50,000 demonstrator®utset. However, the Spanish peoplent Welsh superpower would have
assembled in Hyde Park. Theycould turn to a mass party opposed tomade Bush think twice. Back on earth,
marched across London tothe war. though, she would do well to remember
shouts of “Blair out”, and as- It was difficult to see how this eventthat the majority in England opposed the
sembled in Trafalgar Square, where themight translate into a British political war too: the problem is not to divide the
listened to the 30 speakers who werperspective, given that both our majoEnglish from the Welsh, but to abolish
lined up for them that afternoon. partiessupportedthe war. While the the democratic deficit of the British gov-
Clearly Tony Blair is still haunted by SWP is clearly pinning its hopes on antiernment.
Irag. A large minority in the country waswar feeling being translated into electoral “l hope when we meet next year, Bush
always bitterly opposed to the war andupport for Respect, even it cannot beand Blair will be yesterday’s men.” Even
never believed his lies about WMD andieve that the coalition will actually de- if they were, are we to trust the world to
Saddam Hussein representing an immfeat Labour if it stands in the next generalohn Kerry and Gordon Brown?
nent threat. Then there were the resiglection. As for Andrew Murray’s CPB, Jenny Tonge MP, sacked from the Lib-
nations of Robin Cook, Clare Short ananuch to his chagrin it voted by a narroneral Democrat front bench for saying
the backbench rebellions. majority to reject Respect at its recenthat she understood why the hopeless
Now the occupation is going badly.special congress. It remains committeglight of the Palestinians might persuade
The list of US and UK casualties continto theBritish road to socialisnwhich  some to become suicide bombers, sent
ues to rise and rise and Irag remains iniavolves ‘reclaiming’ Labour: the mosta message of support: “Our stand
state of virtual anarchy. Economicallythis might achieve in the short term is amgainst the war has been vindicated. We
the country lies in ruins with the mass ofinti-Blair coup within the party: but theare more at risk of terrorism than ever.”
the labour force unemployed. There arenost likely successor, Gordon Brown, isVhether the “our” was a reference to the
daily attacks by islamic bombers andscarcely politically distinguishable. ~ STWC or to the Liberal Democrats was
remnants of the Ba’athist regime and the The Spanish theme, though, wasnclear. STWC activists will remember
most likely scenario after the US-UKpicked up by KeittSonnet, deputy gen- how Charles Kennedy, who spoke at the
hands over ‘sovereignty’ in a feweral secretary of Unison: “jViva EspafiaSTWC demo in Hyde Park on February
months is a takeover by shai fundamenViva Zapatero! Twelve months ago wel5 2003, then led his MP’s to “support
talists. demonstrated in our millions against th@ur troops” once the war started.
Hardly an imperial triumph. No won- war. We were right to do so. The world Bob Crow, general secretary of the
der George Bush is in trouble and nave live in is less safe now than it wadRail, Maritime and Transport Union, at-
wonder José Maria Aznar was bootethen! We condemn this government, éacked the Labour Party which had
out by the Spanish electorate. Labour government, for taking us intostarted the war, and then expelled the
The main question under such cirthis illegal war. We salute the SpanistRMT for allowing its Scottish region to
cumstances is whether or not the popyeople who voted for regime change.”formally support the Scottish Socialist
lar opposition to the war and occupation A Muslim Association of Britain Party: “The government has cut thou-
of Iraq can be turned into a radical, workspeaker took up the baton. “'m here osands of jobs, but can afford the war.
ing class-led, movement for constitubehalf of MAB, hand in hand with the Prescott flew out to Spain to march
tional and social change or whether it willCampaign for Nuclear Disarmament andgainst terrorism. But he is one of the
simply remain an amorphous protesthe STWC. We will not lie down for Blair terrorists who supported this war. If La-
movement and eventually peter outand his lies!” bour won't support working peoplee
Clearly itis not enough to simply say ‘no’  Yvonne Ridley, a journalist once heldwon't supporthem”
to the war and ‘Blair out’. The whole by the Taliban in Afghanistan, was in- Cut adrift from Labour, the support of
constitutional monarchy - with its presi-troduced as a “recent convert to islam'the RMT south of the border is being
dential prime minister, unelected head oshe demanded: “Bring our troops homéotly contested by Respect and the
state and House of Lords and monfrom Irag, and our brothers back fromGreens. When Bob Crow spoke at the
strous military and bureaucratic machin&Suantanamo Bay. If Blair really has aGreen Party conference, he said: “The
- must be swept away. And, of coursespecial relationship with Bush, whyfact is that the Green Party promote rail-
to stop war it is necessary to stop capean't he bring our brothers home? | wasvorkers and seafarers far more strongly
talism, the system generates war by ilsicky. | was captured by the Taliban. If than the Labour Party.” Since then,
very nature. had been captured by the US, I'd havthough, some English branches have
Unfortunately, while the mass oppo-been abused, crated up and sent haifeted to support Respect. For the mo-
sition and the protests against the USwvay around the world.” Not all Afghan ment, the general secretary stuck to the
UK war and occupation continue almostvomen would share her view of the huanti-Blair theme: “We say that not just
unabated, our political leadership is stilmanity and respect for human rights oBlair but his cabinet of war criminals must
far from adequate. The Stop the Wathe Taliban. Opposition to the US is nogo!”
Coalition can still mobilise tens of thou-enough: communists would not replace Left Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn had a
sands onto the streets, but politically itmperialism with muslim fundamental- message for his leader: “The people of
offers little more than populist platitudesism. Spain heard the lies of their government
Neither Britain's constitutional monar- Leanne Wood, leftwing Plaid Cymruand kicked them out. Bush faces re-elec-
chy nor the capitalist system are chalmember of the Welsh assembly, at leatibn in November. | suggest Blair listens
lenged. Instead fire is concentratedloated a new idea: “If Wales had a votéo us and pulls the troops out.” He re-
almost exclusively on the personality oin the United Nations, we'd have votederred to Bush’s wider imperialist
Tony Blair. for peace.” Just for something to do, bgenda: “This is the project of the New
Andrew Murray, chair of the STWC, ended up wondering about how thisAmerican Century: for US domination,
opened proceedings in Trafalgar squar@ight work. Would we perhaps adopt dorgetting that the rest of the world does
in exactly that populist spirit. He alsopolicy of supporting independence fomot want to live the life of an American
demonstrated that the suspicions of hisny geographical region likely to op-consumer. We represent ordinary peo-
comrades in th&lorning Stais Com- pose the US in the UN, until progressivgle, here and around the world, who want
munist Party of Britain were justified: hestateletoutnumberedhem in the gen- lives of peace. Another world is possi-
has been around the SWP too long aretal assembly with votes from memberble, a world of peace and justice. You
has clearly gone native: “Tony Blair saydike Wales, Cornwall and the Basquecan't have one without the other.”
we should draw a line. We should dravcountry - all of whom have leftish inde- Paul Mackney, general secretary of the
a line - exactly as the Spanish peoplpendence movements? National Association for Teachers in
have done!” The problem is that no vote was takefrurther and Higher Education, spoke
The victory of José Luis Zapatero'sin the general assembly: only in the se®on behalf of all those in colleges and
PSOE (Partido Socialista Obrero Espafiofurity council. Wales would have beeruniversities who oppose the war. The
in Spain’s recent general election was téortunate indeed to enjoy temporarySTWC is still here and will not go away!
be another consistent theme of the daghembership at the appropriate moment)e will keep coming back until the oc-
Clearly the Spanish people had punisheshd so the demand must be for Wales tpation is ended.” He too applauded
prime minister Aznar both for support-join Russia and China as US-phobicthe Spanish people: “They didn't ap-
ing the invasion of Iraq against theirveto-wielding permanent memberspease terrorism; they threw out a pack
wishes, and then showing a breathtakAnother problem: the security councilof liars!” He called on those present to
ing cynicism in attributing the Madrid did effectively ‘vote for peace’: the US “get ready for the European Social Fo-
bombings to the Basque separatisiever presented a resolution supportingim in London, join a trade union, and
group Eta (Eskadi Ta Askatasuna), giveimvasion as they knew it would not pasgoin the struggle for justice! Together, we
that Spanish intelligence suggested al Perhaps comrade Wood felt that thevill build a better world!”
Qa’eda might be responsible from theadditional disapproval of an independ- We then observed a minute’s silence
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for the dead of Iraq, the British servicego!” but contempt for the prime minister whodo on June 10. This movement has givesimply cannot be reconciled with those
men who had been killed, and those In a clear complaint about Respect'speaks of good and evil though he knewise to Respect, and we ask you to supf ordinary people.
killed in the Madrid bombings. founding claim to be “brought togetherthe war would cause terrorism.” So whaport us.” Of course, this is also the answer to

There was a definite coyness as thiay the great mass movement of our agelyere we to do? “The Spanish people David Shayler, imprisoned MI5 the SWP leadership, and their moon-
next speaker was announced. At thehe said: “Our movement is founded ofave shown the way, marching againsthistleblower and now civil libertarian, shine of equating ‘Blair out’ with regime
STWC conference, we had been givediversity, and diversity is strength. Noterror and war, and voting against thelenied that Tony Blair was ever giverchange at home. Regime change lies not
hints that there might be some surprisesne political party has a monopoly orgovernment.” Marching and voting, theintelligence linking Saddam Hussein tdn the defeat of a single politician, how-
on the platform, but these had slippegeace. Together, we will get closer tdoot and the ballot box: the new revoluterrorists: “In fact, he acted as a brakever despicable he may be. When
to the back of my mind until recalled bypeace and justice.” tionary programme of the SWP. Itis everon them.” From the horse’s mouth.  Thatcher’s fall finally came - after years
the oblique way this introduction was A message of support from the reenshrined on the Respect website: “Pro- Carol Regan, chair of the Palestiniarof chanting, ‘Maggie, Maggie, Maggie!
going. The reason then became cleagently returned to Labour London mayotest with your vote and your feet.”  Solidarity Campaign, referred to IsraeliOut, out, out!’ - did it bring liberation to
violinist Nigel Kennedy was to addressKen Livingstone was read out: “Wel- Comrade German continued: “Oumilitary action as the “ethnic cleansing"working people? When the entire Con-
us. come to London. We are proud thatmovement exists everywhere - keepf Palestinians. The so-called Israeli seservative government fell in 1997, did

| was somewhat startled, having not.ondon has played host to the largestemonstrating.” Marching and voting.curity fence being built in the occupiedthat repeal the anti-trade union laws, or
realised that Kennedy supported thdemonstration in history; and every-They are in crisis because of wiyau territories “is not for security, and is notopen our borders, or bring democracy
anti-war movement. In fact, he spokehing that has happened since hasave done. We are the real force in Brita fence”. and social justice?
rather well: “The people living here andshown we were justified to protest.” ish society.” Not the working class, not The last speaker was another celeb- The SWP is not providing leadership
throughout the world want democracy, Four children, youthful veterans of thethe organised labour movement, led byity surprise: and if | had been takerto Chris Eubank. He is campaigning
not capitalism and consumerism. Onschool students protests, addressed thaevolutionary party, but a pacifist coaaback at the introduction of Nigel Ken-against the war, and may yet be per-
dictatorship being replaced by anothecrowd with enviable confidence: “We’re lition led by political opportunists. Vot- nedy, | was gobsmacked this time. Ousuaded that it requires revolutionary
by the US is not a solution.” He hadhere because a year ago, we walked dag and marching. Come back Tony Cliff:final speaker would be... former superchange and not tinkering reform. The
bought his instrument, and played somef school and took over Parliamentll is forgiven. middleweight boxing champion, ChrisSWP already knows this, but seeks to
music he felt had been written “for theSquare. We were angry, and still are. George Galloway, presumably nowEubank. hide this understanding from the STWC
human spirit”. Thousands of lives were lost and th&espect's first and only MP, reflected on  To be fair, comrade Eubank had alreadgind Respect fronts it has created for fear

It was Bach. Conditions were not ideathreat of terrorism is still here. We canthe lessons of Spain: “Brothers and siddeen in the news for campaigningf losing support.
for this recital, and the public addressiot vote, but we can protest. | would askers, comrades and friends. We must talegainst the war. He drove a truck cov- Whatever dreams of political rel-
system introduced some jarring distoryou to use your votes to kick Blair out."two lessons from the people of Spairered in anti-war slogans to Downingevance this brings the leadership of the
tion, but the beauty of the music and the Stewart Hemsley, chair of Pax ChristiThey rejected the false dichotomy ofStreet in October last year, sounded th8WP, it cannot indefinitely satisfy its
sheer unexpectedness of this pleasuaglded a biblical perspective: “The scripterrorism or war: wais terrorism.” The horn for a full minute, and demanded taank and file, which contains many sin-
provided a very special experience. tures, which our jewish, and muslimsolution? “That Spanish people alsde arrested. The police, showing theicere and committed socialists who work
closed my eyes, felt the light rain fall onbrothers and sisters share with chrisshowed that after you march, you vote'typical disregard for the rights of pro-hard not to get George Galloway elected
my face, and spent a grateful few motians, contain words which sum up theAh, | was forgetting. “I will be standing testors, refused. He left, and came backgain (he has been elected before, and
ments away from all my immediateBritish prime minister and governmentin London as a candidate for Respeclater, this time reversing his truck into ethat has not changed society), but to
thoughts and frustrations. Lookingwell. | quote: ‘Their words are full of to put some respect back into Londondlelivery van: and was finally cuffed andachieve democracy and social justice in
around as the music faded, | saw | hadeadly deceit; wicked lies roll off their Join us to make that election the last naitheeled away. It was a spirited, if eccerthe interests of the working class, and
not been alone. tongues, and dangerous threats, likie Tony Blair's coffin.” He seemed to tric, protest. through them, humanity.

Bruce Kent of CND then approachedsnake’s poison, from their lips; they operthink that if he were elected an MEP, Blair “l am a fighter, as you know. | am cou-  If I might be forgiven for recording a
the microphone. | can never hear a CNiheir mouths and pollute the air. They aravould resign out of sheer chagrin.  rageous, and strong. But | am afraidpersonal anniversary, this article marks
speaker now without recalling the meetguick to hurt and kill; they leave ruin and  Dr Azzam Tamimi spoke for the MAB: Afraid because | can't see how to makene year of writing for théVeekly
ings the campaign organised in the 80destruction wherever they go. TheyMy heart bleeds for the victims of thea difference. The government we hav&Vorker My first report appeared under
at which | spoke. Arguing that nucleathave not known the path of peace.” Madrid bombings. The criminals wereelected to represent us are not listeningthe title, “Leadership lags behind the
weapons were weapons of war, and war On a note | found personally cheerprovoked by Bush, Blair and Aznar: oneAt the recent ‘Pride of Britain’ awards led”, and described the Hyde Park dem-
was a feature of capitalism, alwaysng during a long afternoon’s note-tak-down, two to go. We want genuine deceremony, the boxer had taken the issunstration organised by the STWC,
brought me the same response: CNihg, he added: “Today the prophetsnocracy. We must prepare ourselves farp directly with Tony Blair: “l said, ‘If you against the invasion of Iraq (March 22
was not party political, and brought to-aren’t found in the churches, but in thehe next election. Let us join together want people to respect you in years t@003).
getherall those who wished to abolishfew brave journalists who write and re-muslims, christians, atheists, whitescome, you must undo what you have In that report, | wrote: “Lindsey Ger-
nuclear weapons, whatever their poliport truth.” A complementary copy of blacks - for a change of government.” done.’ He looked me deep in the eye, anthan ... promised that she will ‘continue
tics. These days, the CND argues polthe Weekly Workeis on its way to the  David Gentleman was introduced asaid nothing.” Eubank warned us he hatb demonstrate as long as it takes’, but
tics, while the SWP worries aboutreverent gentlemen for these encouraghe designer of the STWC posters: “Lassomething to say to Blair that we mightf that isall she does she may be dem-
alienating monarchists and antiing words. year, | was so horrified by the invasiomot like: “I believe that you are one ofonstrating long after the US has occu-
immigrationists. He ended with a plea which wouldof Iraq | offered the STWC the first posteithe best politicians in the world, but youpied, set up their puppet government

“I have a message for Tony Blair. Hecertainly take christian leaders back to &did for them: it said simply, ‘No! The are wrong, and you have the intellect aneind left. The SWP claims to be a revolu-
wants to ‘move on’. We think that's acloser teaching of Jesus’s revolutionanjatest carries its own message.” (Themotional courage to fix the problem youionary party, seeing wars like this one
good idea. I'll give him a lift to the Hague, message of freedom and social justicéBliar out’ placard being carried every-have made.” as symptomatic of the imperialist rule of
and the international criminal court. I'm*| close by repeating my call for the lead-where made explanation superfluous.) “I There can be little doubt that Christhe few, and only reversible by the ac-
not a member of the Labour Party, but iérs of our churches to speak out boldijpope they have played a part in thi€ubank thinks and speaks for himselftion of the working class: and in this we
they want any chance at the next eledoud and clear on these issues and adegovement so many have come to beand this is worthy of respect. In his ownagree. Why not a word of this to the
tion, they’ll move him on.” their voices to the cries of the poor, thdieve in.” Though it was not mentionedadmittedly distinctive, way, he probablythousands listening to her.”

He mocked the search for weapons afppressed, the prisoners, the ordinarfyom the platform, the Respect websitevoiced the feeling of many who protested Well, the US has occupied, set up their
mass destruction: “They've had troublgpeople of this country and our worldalso credits David Gentleman as the devhen nearly two million marched into puppet government and plans to hand
finding WMDs: but it's easy. Eight coun- who long for justice and peace.” signer of the multi-coloured ‘graffiti’ Hyde Park on February 15 2003: peoplever ‘sovereignty’ to them in a few
tries have got them, including Israel, the Though doubtless sincere, | fear hifRespect logo. who had real faith in the current politicalmonths. Lindsey has been as good as
one we're not allowed to mention.” CNDcall will be in vain. The established Salvinder Singh Dhillon of the Indian system, who felt genuinely let down byher word, and is still demonstrating: but
had clearly lost its ‘non-political’ reti- churches long ago made their deals witiWorkers Association, and Respect cariFony Blair, and who may have been joinshe still has not found her voice. Last
cence: “The ESF is coming to Londonthe oppressors. Individual christians willdidate for the GLA seat of Ealing andng a demonstration for the first time inyear she played the moderate to appease
for all those, like you, who don't believehave to consult their own consciencedlillingdon, spoke of the scapegoatingheir lives. To those who still have faiththe supposed gentle stomachs of the
in capitalist exploitation. Another world and reflect on the unmediated meaningf muslims: “l am proud to join the thou-in the leadership of the world’s profes-anti-war movement, and this year to
is possible!” of Christ's words for themselves, to sesands here and millions around the worldional, bourgeois politicians, we mustmaximise a soft Respect vote. She is un-

Caroline Lucas, left Green MEP, echwhere their loyalties should lie. As anin opposing the occupation of Iraq angbresent our argument: they fail to reprederestimating the will and understand-
oed the ‘Blair out’ theme: “Our messageatheist, | do not share their faith, but if Iblaming muslims for the consequencesent ordinary people not because theing of the protestors who bravely
to Tony Blair is simple. No more lies! did | could only be a communist. of Bush's crimes. What could be moreare individually bad, but because theidemonstrated in Britain and around the
We've had the Hutton whitewash, the Lindsey German, convener of thecriminal than fighting terrorism by killing very job is to maintain a capitalist soci-world last Saturday.

UN bugging, the Katherine Gun affair:STWC and editor of the SWP3ocial- innocent people? The Spanish peoplety, and a capitalist society is one in One year on, the leadership still lags
Tony Blair and his government mustist Reviewspoke next: “I have nothing have seen through this policy, as we camhich the interests of a small ruling clasdehind the led
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RESPECT
North East London
Candidate demands open borders

ver 130 people attended the Marctpolitical representation of the anti-warvoted against the things we believed iposed candidate to be rejected. Al
23 meeting to select Respect’'s canmovement during its high point. No othetbecause, while the people here are inhhough she said in her speech that s

didate for North East London in the elecparty representatives were allowed tportant, they are not as important as thweould “work hard for Respect, despite
tions to the Greater London Assemblyspeak at the big anti-war demos: Respetillions out there.” the differences we have”, the SWH
Long-standing SWP member Dean Ryahad not yet been born, while the Social- To his credit, Dean Ryan, Respect'sould simply not bear the thought of 3
will undoubtedly do a good job and allist Alliance was already half-buried.  unopposed candidate for the North Eadissident voice.
socialists in the area should work hard Comrade Galloway went on to explainLondon constituency, was more honest. Their member Gareth Jenkins, whd
to secure him the best possible vote owhat the ‘s’ in Respect stands for: “WeUnusually for an SWP comrade, héad previously advised comrade M(
June 10. want socialism. We want a system thadpenly presented himself as a “long-tim&hane to “fuck off and die”, got up to

The meeting, which brought togetheis not based on the exploitation of othemember of the SWP and the Anti-Nazoppose her candidature (sékeekly
comrades from the three boroughs gbeople or the exploitation of other counteague”. When questioned by CPGRNMorkerJanuary 29). “It is very important
Waltham Forest, Hackney and Islingtontries. We want to bring back into publicmembers if he would fight for open borthat we have a steering committee tha
also chose a steering committee that wilwnership all the big privatised compaders, he made a firm commitment to ds completely in favour of Respect's
oversee comrade Ryan’s election canmies. We are against globalisation, whiclso: “I totally agree. There should be nenanifesto. The CPGB has opposed R{
paign. Unfortunately, the Socialist Work-is just a trick name for the exploitation ofrestrictions at all, no immigration con-spect and it has opposed Respect
ers Party majority did not feel confidentthe many by the few. We want a systertrols whatsoever. As far as | am conmanifesto. Anne would undoubtedly bd
enough to allow even a single criticakhat is based on public services anderned, we live in one world andoperating in a way that would not bg
voice onto the committee and votedooperation.” That sounds nice, but i€verybody should have the right to livevery helpful.” Another SWP member,
against the CPGB’s Anne Mc Shane. it socialism? He did not mention thewherever they want.” John Rose, who is a leading activist i

As the first speaker, George Gallowayvorking class once, let alone stress that However, the fact that this was theéhe Palestine Solidarity Campaign
set the tone of the meeting. His speectocialism must be the rule of preciselynly question that was put to comradshouted: “And she supports open bo
was bold, radical, and if anything to thehat class. Ryan is slightly troubling. Surely, a vi-ders!”
left of the SWP: “Respect is different,” “We are a broad and diverse movebrant and new political movementwould As the SWP chair, Diana Swingler
he said. “We can do so much structurahent,” comrade Galloway explained.be interested in finding out more abougwho will also sit on the committee), did
damage to New Labour on June 10 thdRespect candidates stand up for whagach other, finding out what their politi-not allow us to reply to the charges, mos
we will bring the government down in they really believe in. They speak clearlgal views are - especially as Respectisere left positively puzzled and ab-
the weeks and months to follow. Justvhat they think. We act according to oufounding principles does not exactlystained. Although a few prominent ac
like the Spanish people brought dowrtonsciousness and our beliefs.” Oneover things in detail. While there werdivists cast their vote for comrade Mc
their lying, twisted war government, weexample: “We stand for asylum-seekersa couple of new faces in the room, th8hane, including Nick Rogers from thg
can bring down ours. No other partyWe stand for immigrants, the legal onesverwhelming majority of those presenBcottish Socialist Party and Eddig
stands for the things we do. No otheas well as the illegal ones.” knew each other well: most of them haBarnes, an ex-Labour councillor who ig
party represents the anti-war movement Quite right. So why did we not includebeen involved in the three local Socialen Respect’s South East region exec
like we do.” it in our list of founding principles? ist Alliances. If anything, the meetingtive, the large SWP bloc was enough t

Quite clearly a dig at the newly re-When the CPGB put forward a proposalvas smaller than even Hackney Skeep her off the steering committee.
vamped Green Party and the Liberah favour of open borders at the launclmeetings used to be and a lot of commit- As the last item of the meeting, thisfight to make it a more democratic force.
Democrats. “We have to tear off the antiof Respect, this was rejected by théed and prominent SA members seedid not make for a positive ending andf we are serious about building a move-
war mask of the Liberal Democrats”,SWP majority. Far from standing up fomot to have made the leap into Respettalf a dozen or so people crowdednent that is capable of taking on the
comrade Shaun Dougherty (SWP) latetwhat they believe in”, the comrades The new interim steering committeearound Anne once the meeting had finGreens and the Liberal Democrats, we
declared. “They are total filth, hypo-voted against principle after principle. “Ittoo, has few surprises: the majority arished. “What the hell was that all aboutheed to involve far more different and dis-
crites, a sham. They run Islington in orimakes me sad to vote against somethil@WWVP members or SWP hangers-on, thought Respect was all aboutsenting voices, not fewer. We need more
der to push through more privatisad agree with,” SWP member Elainesuch as Will McMahon (full time SA inclusivity and building a broad move-politics, not less. Comrade Ryan Dean
tions.” True, true and true. However, itHeffernan, who spoke against our moeffice worker) and Fred Leplat from thement,” a young Turkish comrade com-has set a good example in honestly sta-
was the SWP in the Stop the War Coalition, had said. And of course, in thdnternational Socialist Group. Comradenented. ing his view - irrespective of the short-
tion that allowed the Lib Dems andundying words of John Rees, whaVic Shane, who served as a long-time Hopefully she and other local social-comings of Respect’s platforih
Greens to present themselves as tlsammed up the conference: “Today wehair of Hackney SA, was the only proists will stay involved in Respect and Tina Becker

George Galloway:
really believe?

Barnet and Camden

Populism or principle

he fledging Barnet and CamdenSWP clearly hopes that by adopting Rethe opportunity to congratulate Lizcheap shenanigans. Comrade Wheatl@yinciples, and provide political leader-

branch of Respect met on March 1&pect’s tissue-thin platform of platitudesWheatley for having been selected ashould have been able to give an horship to the class, comrade Wheatley
to select a candidate to contest the forttihey would attract a wider spread oftandidate. Having done so, | asked thest answer to an honest question.  implied that she intended to merely hold
coming Greater London Assembly elecpeople to the cause. comrade whether she would pledge her- Feeling dissatisfied, | then asked hea mirror up and reflect the perceived sen-
tions. Despite this somewhat negative obself to the maxim of a worker’s rep on avhere she stood on the issues of opdiments of a heterogeneous and amor-

There was considerable enthusiasmservation, the inaugural meeting ofworker’s wage. Comrade Wheatley reborders and republicanism. She statquhous electorate.
for the Respect project on displayBarnet and Camden Respect demomlied that such a question was an ac#iat she had been selected to stand as &he elections of June 10 are just a few
amongst the 30-odd people who gathstrated a real sense of commitmentemic point. Not so, | countered: it wasRespect candidate, and that was the plateeks away. Despite the enthusiasm
ered at the Friends Meeting House oithere is clearly a great deal of energw point of principle. Her cryptic responsdorm that she would stand on. When &and political experience evidentin Barnet
Euston Road. Linda Smith of the Fireand experience that the branch can drawas that a worker’s wage would reprepointed out that the said platform hadand Camden, Respect has a lot of
Brigades Union, one of the two speakupon in the coming election campaignsent a pay rise for her (she had obviouslyothing to say on either issue, the cormrground to cover if it is to become a vi-
ers from the Respect executive, encap- Liz Wheatley, a member of the SWPbeen listening to John Rees’s rejoindaiade agreed, but, having only just beeable choice in the elections. The involve-
sulated the mood perfectly when shand the convenor of Camden Stop that the March 13 Socialist Alliance conselected, she wanted to “get out therathent of minor leftwing celebrities and
said, “I'm really excited and | think we War Coalition, was selected by theference). and talk to the people she would represtreet activities may have worked in the
can make a real difference.” branch to be our candidate in the GLA The ability to avoid answering a quessent. Stop the War Coalition but, when it
Comrade Smith and the other exectelections, and a committee was alstion may be an invaluable skill for bour-  If | have interpreted this correctly, it iscomes to elections, there is no substi-

tive speaker, Sait Akgul, made much ofigreed. In a spontaneous acceptangeois politicians; but a working classan alarming confession of populism andute for principled politicel
the absence of a viable leftwing alternaspeech comrade Wheatley spoke gfolitician should not resort to suchopportunism. Rather than declare her Warren James
tive in Britain. They highlighted the an-how exciting her experience of the anti-
ger felt by many over the invasion ofwar movement had been, and her back-
Irag, and the growing opposition to Newground as a Unison steward in Camddh

Labour amongst sections of society thatouncil. Optimistically she too thought| - [ g |

had supported it in the past. The meshat, for the first time, Respect offered th§ JOI“ the Respect Unlty coalltlon |

sage was clear: Respect would providehance of a real “breakthrough.” I

political representation for the disillu- There followed a discussion on way{

sioned and disenchanted electorate. to promote Respect locally. There wer P 1 wish to join the Respect Unity Coalition |
A laudable aim, but Respect has a longome interesting and ambitious sugge§- c lete this sli d dit to |

way to go to realise its ambition. In factfions put forward, including a rock con;l ompiete this slip and send It to. Name I

if the Barnet and Camden branch is regert/rally on May 21. The organise . ; it

resentative of Respect’s fortunes thuBoped that it would attract such luminarl \ITV?SpECt ¢ ThHe Unity Coalition Address |

far, it has averylong way to go to reach ies as George Galloway, Ken Loach anjj ''/"Chester House |

the Socialist Workers Party’s stated ainMike Rosen. Unfortunately, at the timgg  259-269 Old Marylebone House I

of reflecting the diversity of the anti-warno bands had been booked. A your} London NW1 5RA Town/city

movement. Although there were peopleomrade drew attention to the fact th o |

of different ages, sexes and ethnic orisix percent of those living in the constitu] ~ Include a cheque for a minimum of £10, Postcode Phone |

gin at the meeting, it was evident thaency are Bengali, and stressed the ir‘|- or more if you wish to make a donation, I

most were members or supporters of theortance of attracting them. payable to Unity Political Fund. Email

SWP. Not in itself a bad thing, but the As the meeting drew to a close, | tool{ .:
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AGGREGATE

Assessing Respect

How should communists relate totheir own sect world. Comrade Anneernment that is against the war, and the|

Respect? This was the main quesMc Shane described Respect as thg a large electoral space opening up
tion for the March aggregate of SWP's attempts to win votes by dumpthe left of Labour. He argued that no on

the CPGB. Members discussed how thiag leftwing baggage. She disagreeghould be reluctant to call for a vote fo
coalition should be characterised, whawith those who claim that Respect idRespect, as it could attract a section {
its prospects are, and to what extent owimilar to the early days of the Networkanti-war radicals and might even develo
Party should support it. of Socialist Alliances; at least then cominto a site for our struggle for a Commu

Comrade John Bridge opened the damunists were allowed to stand on theinist Party. However, comrade Ting
bate by describing how the CPGB, as thewn politics. Respect is undemocraticBecker and Mike Macnair both pointeo
only organised opposition to the Socialthe SWP censors the views of othersut that, if it looked as if the Tories werg
ist Workers Party in the Respect coalitiorand also censors itself. Comrade Bolikely to do well, then the space to the
is able to challenge its leadership by aslRaul agreed. It was anti-democratic ifeft of Labour would close quickly. In
ing simple, straightforward questionsthe SA too, but at least the alliance hathose circumstances, the SWP coul
Our comrades are also being excludedalf-decent politics which we could easily revert to auto-Labourism.
from committees and candidate lists, butvork to cohere others around. Many comrades expected the SWP {
at great cost to the SWP. In this sense Comrade Cameron Richards arguetteat Respect the same way as it did tl
Respect is negatively shaping itself in rethat Respect is a popular front, whictSA - turning it off immediately after June
lation to us. The SWP mistakenly imaghe defined as an organisation whos&0. Even if Respect does well and Jol
ines that as a ‘hard’ sect it is immune fronprogramme “does not go beyond thé&kees and Paul Foot become MEPS, t
opportunist degeneration, but it is in thexisting capitalist order”. George Gallo-SWP would use their newly found
process of being transformed into its opway proves it is a popular front by hisprominence for their own narrow pur
posite. Comrade Bridge reminded comealls for liberals and conservatives tgposes. However, comrade Macnai
rades that before its current turn the SWBe drawn into it, he said. Comrade Petexgreed with comrade Bridge that the dis
claimed that any left group which stoodMlanson, editor of thiveekly Worker integration of the SWP was a possibil
in elections would inevitably sell out itsrejected this, pointing out that a popuity. He thought that this means wgq
principles. This is not so, but the SWP idar front involves working class forcesshould be prepared for other possibili
fulfilling its own gloomy prophecy. The collaborating with a section of the bouries in the fight for left unity.
SWP's John Rees hopes that on June gjtoisie in order to form a capitalist gov- There was a range of opinions abol
he will be an MEP, but if he is not electecernment. According to comradehow much support we should give td
he is ready to blame the CPGB for its policRRichards’s definition, many trade un-Respect. Of those present the most sce
of ‘critical engagement'. ions must be popular fronts. In his retical was comrade Richards, who said t

The politics of Respect, continuedply to the debate, comrade Bridge stateflarty should not give the SWP an alib
comrade Bridge, are a mixture of supporthat if Respect really did represent aand a blank cheque. We did not suppo
able demands and platitudes aimed at @Hiance with bourgeois forces, weitlast summerwhen it was looking to for
tracting votes for their own sake. Therevould certainly not be part of it. Respecsomething called ‘Peace and Justice
is no socialism in its platform and no chalconsists of leftwingers standing on aneither should we support the SWP’
lenge to the current constitutional set-upninimalist, populist platform. current attempt to cohere “reactionari
of the British state. However, in contrast Comrade Mike Macnair analysed theand fundamentalists”. Comrade Ken
to its on-off coverage of the on-off So-SWP’s behaviour as repeating the pasaid our aim should be to try to split it
cialist Alliance,Socialist Workerthe pa- tern of the ‘official’ CPGB in its heyday, Comrade Mc Shane said we do not wa
per of the SWP, is full of Respect.except that the SWP does not have reRlespect to succeed in its own termg
Meanwhile SWP cadre are being forcedoots in the working class. It poses as anly if we can transform it into what the
to argue against democratic and sociahard sect on the campuses, and at theorking class needs.
ist ideas and any pretence of inclusion. Kame time runs a number of front or- Comrade Lee Rock said we have to b
Respect performs badly on June 10, thganisations trying to draw in widerinside Respect because that is where we
current SWP leadership, not to mentiofforces and recruit to the SWP. The emean try to influence healthy elements ivote for the coalition. Comrades Mcthought we should have a broader dis-
the organisation itself, may be in deephasis shifts between the two poles and around the SWP, but we should bghane, Becker and others advocateglission on our attitude to those SA
trouble. We do not want to see anotheparty’ and front - as circumstances dicas forceful in our opposition to SWPchallenging Respect candidates to sufpranches which refuse to subsume them-
leftwing group implode, which would tate, and Respect is simply an extremabandonment of principle as the SWkort a minimum platform as a conditionselves in Respect, as ordered by the
mean the dispersion of a generation of aexample of such a front: political de-leadership is hostile to us. Our messagsf our support, as we do with other canSWP. It was agreed that comrades who
tivists into disillusionment and passivitymands are toned down so as not to ughould be, ‘Respect will fail because otlidates who pose left. Comrade Mansolived in areas where this happens should
- that would be a terrible waste. We muset the vicars - or, in the SWP’s casejour misleadership.” He accepted that i§aid this is the correct tactic in relatiorcontinue to support their SA branch, but
therefore continue to warn the SWP ofhe imams. we are seen as not building or supporte Labour candidates who claim to stanthat this would clearly not be the main
the possible dire consequences of its op-Most speakers shared comrading Respect, it will be easy for SWPergor the working class, but not for Re-focus ofWeekly Workecoverage.
portunism - for instance, if RespectBridge’s view that the prospects forto dismiss us. However, Respect shoulgbect. At the end of the aggregate comrade
achieves an unlikely success on June 1Bgspect are poor. Comrade Mc Shaneot be our main area of work. Comrade Manson proposed thevlark Fischer gave a report on the Par-
it will no doubt persuade some leadinginalysed some of the problems it faces. Comrade Strom asked what othefollowing motion: “Recognising the ty’s financial position. As always, we are
figures that moving even further to theFirst, Ken Livingstone will lead the La- possibilities there were in the shorheed for the anti-war, pro-workingfully stretched, which of course is how
rightis the only way to ‘make a difference’.bour slate in London. He was againstime before June 10. Of course Respegtass opposition to Blair to take onit should be. Nevertheless, it was essen-

Our perspective of joining Respect andhe war on Iraq and is perceived as leffnust be our main focus of our workpartyist form, the CPGB will work to tial that changes were made urgently,
arguing within it for basic socialist andwing. Secondly, the Green Party is posright now. We should be in it, fighting ensure the biggest possible vote faparticularly in relation to the printshop.
democratic principles is correct, comradéng left, has been working with for the best outcome, and ready t®Respect on June 10.” The motion wah order to meet the Party’s increasing
Bridge argued. We should be in theré.ivingstone and already has a presengespond to whatever happens on Jurgassed with only comrade Richardsieed for finance he proposed that re-
seeking its transformation into a partyisbn the Greater London Assembly10. If it is successful, it will develop avoting against, although there weragions be set collective fundraising tar-
project. At present the SWP has no seriFhirdly, the Liberal Democrats are alsqpartyist logic, such as functioningseveral abstentions. gets. Comrades on the periphery of the
ous organisational rivals on the left - it haperceived as anti-war and, according toranches and a publication, which we  After lunch comrade Strém introducedParty are encouraged to take out stand-
stayed the same size, while all the othexspinion polls, have the support of avould welcome. But if it fails, we a short discussion on the Socialist Alliing orders and pay dues in the same way
have either shattered or slowly witheredarge number of muslims. Fourthly,should be ready to work with what-ance. He outlined the events of the Felas full members.
into insignificance. It is correct for us toGeorge Galloway is not trusted by mangver comes out of it. ruary 21 SA Democracy Platform meeting Some comrades suggested making
be inside Respect because that is wheveters. Comrade Manson advocated full supand the March 13 special conference afnline readers of théleekly Workepay
the crisis of the largest section of the left Comrade Marcus Strém thoughtport for Respect in the coming weeksthe alliance. CPGB comrades walked out subscription, but this idea was rejected
will find its most acute expression. comrades were being too pessimistiavhile at the same time fighting to chanof the first and did not join in the Demo-- our most important task in this period

We should have no problems workingJnlike in Spain, Australia and even thenel anti-war, pro-working class sentiratic Platform walkout at the secondis political: to get our ideas across to as
to build Respect. At present the SWRISA, there is no opposition bourgeoisnent into a campaign for a party. To thiBoth these actions were endorsed by theany people as possitile
feels able to treat us with utter contempparty capable of forming the next gov-end we should call for an unconditionahggregate, although some comrades Mary Godwin
- it dismisses our principled calls with dis-
honest and often absurd arguments,
knowing it can rely on a solid bloc of its
own well trained comrades to win anyf ™ ™
s Respect conventions and rallies
SWP behaves in this way, it is not jus
doing so in a given meeting - its action ) . )
will be faithfully reported in thaVeekly Walsall: Meeting - Friday March 26, 7.30pm, the Crossing, Darwall Street.
Workerand made known to its sizeabld North East: Convention - Saturday March 27, 2pm, Royal Station Hotel, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
readership. Comrade Bridge concludel South West Convention - Sunday March 28, 12.30pm, St Werburghs Community Centre, Horley Road, Bristol BS2.
by saying that, of course, after June 1§, Eastern: Convention - Sunday March 28, 3pm, Griffin Suite, Latton Bush Centre, Southern Way, Harlow.
we, along with everyone else on the lefl Cambridge: Rally - Monday March 29, 7.30pm, Parkside School.
will reassess the situation. Northampton: Meeting - Tuesday March 30, 7.30pm, the Guildhall, St Giles Square.

Comrade Phil Kent said the project o Bolton: Launch - Wednesday March 31, 7.30pm, Albert Halls, Victoria Square. .
left unity has suffered a setback, and iI1 Oxford: Meeting - Wednesday March 31, 7.30pm, East Oxford Community Centre, Princes Street, off Cowley Road.
the June 10 elections Respect candidat bPortsmouth: Meeting - Wednesday March 31, 8pm, Fratton Community Centre, Trafalgar Place, off Clive Road, Fratton.
will be standing on non-socialist policies Luton: Rally - Thursday April 1, 7.30pm, large auditorium, Luton University. . _
But this has caused groups like the Al East Midlands: Convention - Sunday April 4, 3pm, Moat Community College, Maidstone Road, Leicester.
ance for Workers' Liberty to retreat intof Willesden Rally - Tuesday April 6, 7.30pm, Pakistan Community Centre, off Station Parade, Willesden Green, London.

John Rees: MEP dreams
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1984-85

Solidarity squandered

In the third article of his seridan Donovan looks at the attempts to coordinate action alongside the miners

s the miners settled in for polarise society along class lines. Therfact that this women’s movement wasvas less usual and most gratifyingrresence of the miners’ delegation re-

what seemed destined to bewas a real, palpable, though diffuse andilitantly anti-separatist and thereby efabout the miners’ strike, however, wageived wide publicity, and once again real

a long struggle in the spring unorganised, popular sympathy witHectively anti-feminist, it was a key partthe fact that the identification went thelinks were forged in struggle between this

of 1984, the class struggle inthe miners emerging throughout societyof a revolutionary change of consciousether way just as much, and such empéey section of the working class at home
British society was very much in the ballamong the oppressed, the downtroddeness that took place in the coalfields. thy and solidarity between miners inand those oppressed by British imperi-
ance. those who had been on the receiving The point being that the logic of thestruggle and the oppressed minoritiealism.

Obviously, as analysed in the previend of Thatcher’s free market ‘revolu-strike, and in particular of women partici-grew more and more solid as the strike The other classic example of the po-
ous article, there were serious, but naion’ (as the bourgeoisie put it). As thepating as militants in their own right, hadwore on. This was above all because ditical interaction between the miners’
necessarily fatal, divisions in the minersstrike wore on and the ‘Falklands factortremendous social implications. This was similar experience of the police. In timestruggle and the Irish question was more
ranks (Weekly WorkeMarch18). Not- began to drain away, this took soméhe starting point of something quiteof relative class peace, in an imperialisamous still: the Brighton bombing of

tingham area was still largely working,rather remarkable forms. profound. Women in pit communitiessociety like Britain, where racist andOctober 1984, when the IRA, having
albeit with a fiercely loyal and often he- were traditionally forced into a pretty chauvinist discrimination against racialplanted a sophisticated, delayed-action
roic minority defying the scab majority . . conservative role: as partners of meminorities is endemic and at times habomb (controlled by a video-recorder
and throwing in their lot with the bulk of Women Against Pit engaged in an extremely arduous, physemounted to open state policy, workersechanism) in the Grand Hotel in
the strikers. In some of the other fringdClosures cally demanding occupation, their jobfrom the dominant national groupingBrighton weeks earlier, came within a

areas, there were wide divisions - foOne early indication of the majsocial was, arguably more so than in other setend to regard themselves as on bettemisker of wiping out Margaret Thatcher
example North Derbyshire mainlyimpactthe miners’ strike was to have watons of the class, to support their matterms with and favoured by the policeand her cabinet in the middle of the Tory
scabbed, whereas in South Derbyshinke emergence, rather early in the strikeénd raise children. and to look down on the minorities whoconference. Such was the change be-
there was rather a different story. of the women’s support movement. In Geographical factors also played a@o get systematically victimised as between the Falklands war and this period,
The Tory propaganda mills, the gutthe late 1970s and early 1980s in particuele, in that unlike many other sectionsng troublemakers at best. nearly halfway through the miners’
ter press, and indeed the so-called quahr, when organised strikebreaking beef the working class, mainly located However, whatyou had in 1984-85 wastrike, that the popular reaction from large
ity media, including the BBC, ITV, etc, camede rigueurfor the bosses, one keywithin the big cities, pit communities a strategic section of the majority, mainlysections of the working class ranged
were putting out the message that thgropaganda weapon used against workvere usually in separate locations, outwhite, working class being subjected tdrom indifference to mirth. Jokes circu-
National Union of Mineworkers was iso-ing class militancy was the appeal by theide the cities, and thereby tended to ®y/stematic police harassment and terrofiated widely about how there were “50
lated in society as a whole; that no unbosses’ press to strikers’ wives and girlmuch more self-contained. Alongsidesation on a nationwide scale. In factmillion suspects” for the crime, and the
ion would join the miners; that the winterfriends, as a conservative social pressutke fierce traditions of union militancy, when collecting money in the cities, thdaughter in the working class at televi-
was over and coal stocks were high; ang force striking men back to work. Onthere was much in the circumstances gfolice were instructed to harass minersion coverage of Tory hard-case Norman
that therefore the miners were as googhore than one occasion in the recerbe pit communities that made for a conand did so, frequently arresting thosd&ebbit being fished out of the wreckage
as defeated. But this section of the workpast, this had worked for the bosses. Bgervative ethos. They also tended, inollecting on spurious ‘obstruction’ in a wounded and dishevelled state was
ing class, once roused to action byt this time. large measure because of geographicetharges and the like. On more than onguite remarkable. There was no wave of
Thatcher's provocations, proved to be The first, hackneyed attempts to tryfactors like these, to be mainly white, relaoccasion when this was attempted in theopular anger over this highly spectacu-
well up to the task of fighting on despiteto incite this kind of thing backfired spec-tively isolated from some of the changeblack community, ordinary people wouldlar terrorist ‘outrage’ - this above all tes-
the millstones that had been hung roungcularly indeed, as literally thousandén composition of the working class thatin turn harangue and on some occdified to the change in the political climate
their necks by the scabs and the tradsf miners’ wives and girlfriends hit the had come about as a result of immigrasions themselves confront the cops fahat the miners’ strike had wrought.
union bureaucracy. streets - and the picket lines - in suppotion since World War Il in particular.  picking on miners. The tinkle of scales In stark contradiction to this semi-
A curious thing began to happenof their menfolk. Mobilising under slo- The eruption of Women against Pitdropping from workers’ eyes was ornrevolutionary aspect of the miners’
despite the bosses’ propaganda aboghns such as ‘Stand by your man’, thi€losures, then, had a major effect ithese occasions very audible indeed - étrike, however, was the attitude of the
the miners’ ‘isolation’ and supposedlywas certainly not a feminist movementferms of these communities. Women nds arguable that this aspect of the mirtrade union and Labour Party bureauc-
inevitable defeat. In part one of this seas much of the British left would haveonly went about raising money and supers’ struggle had an effect that still perracy. The close association between the
ries | talked about the wave of reactionexpected from their understanding of thgort for the strike; as their militancy grewssists to this day in the wider workingtwo means, of course, that they tend to
ary chauvinism that overtook largewoman’s question. It did not pose womthey demanded to be active on the picketass. This demonstrated - not as a matave common political objectives. Un-
sections of the population in the afteren’s struggles as being in some way dlines alongside the men. They were thugr of a theory in a Marxist textbook, butder Kinnock, who had been elected to
math of the Falklands watMeekly rected against men; it was a proudlgubjected to police brutality on much thén life - the power of a hard class strugthe Labour leadership in 1983 in succes-
WorkerMarch 11). That nationalist at- working class movement fighting for thesame scale as the men, and they camegie and head-on confrontation with thesion to Michael Foot after the disastrous
mosphere in the British body politic wasinterests of both female and male workhate and despise the forces of the stdi@rces of the state to break down divi‘khaki election’ of that year, the miners’
certainly a potent factor at the beginningrs. But, although many feminists - parjust as much as the men. It was the shegions in the working class. strike was seen as an embarrassment and
of the strike. But the sheer intransigencscularly of the middle class variety, impetus of the strike, the logic of such a It was also quite extraordinary to se@n obstacle to the ability of the Labour
of the miners, the earth-shaking and straypified by Bea Campbell of the Eurolife-and-death struggle for the pit com-a similar identification come about bedeadership to prove to the ‘people’ (in
tegic nature of their struggle, began teving of the ‘official’ CPGB - lamented the munities, which brought into being suchtween the most advanced sections @éality to the bosses) its ‘responsibility’,
a wrench in social behaviour. Many merthe miners and struggles for gay rightsreliability’, and fitness to govern’.
were initially taken aback by the chang&he basis was more or less the same - aThus, right from the start of the strike,
Not feminism: men in the women, many at first were uneasgommon experience of police harassmettinnock had been outspoken in his
and women together 3 One thing was clear: the women fightand oppression. It was quite normal teondemnation of the ‘violence’ of the
ers were so transformed by this expersee ‘Lesbians and gays support the mistriking miners. The ‘violence’ he was
ence that it would be very difficult for ers’ banners activelyelcomedn soli-  talking about was simply basic class self-
them to go back to the old roles that thegarity marches and the like. Rather adefence, against brutal, highly tooled-up
had been used to before the strike. Thisnusual event by the standard of thoseops, who turned up at large numbers
massive shake-up of traditional rolesimes, where Tory politicians wereat picket lines seeking to crack heads, or
was probably the first ingredient in aopenly homophobic, and the Labouoccupied and terrorised entire neigh-
much more profound change in minersParty leadership, notably Neil Kinnock,bourhoods, often arresting or beating

P

consciousness. were often inclined to cringe before angbeople who dared to step outside their
. . echo such sentiments. front doors. Or perhaps retaliation

Black and gay solidarity against scab miners, who were them-

Another major manifestation of thelreland selves not averse to thuggery against

change in consciousness worked by thEhen there was the interaction betweestrikers in alliance with the police, as
strike became obvious as the strugglée miners’ strike and the question oshown by the first two deaths of strik-
went on. The Miners’ Solidarity Fund -Ireland. The progressive position ofers, that of David Jones, a Yorkshire miner
kept formally separate from the NUM inmany in the NUM on this question hadvho was killed with a brick in a battle with
order to safeguard this lifeline for strik-much to do with it, but it was also quitescabs and the police at a colliery in Not-
ing miners’ subsistence from theremarkable to see how the strike undetinghamshire on March 15, or of Joe
clutches of the law - was set up. Rathenined not only the popular chauvinistGreen, also from Yorkshire, who was run
wisely, as the later course of the strikevave that was created by the Falkland$own by a scab lorry while picketing a
was to reveal. It was the experience ofar, but also the gut level instinct of manyower station on June 15. These casu-
miners who went to the big cities collectworkers to simply side with the British alties of the Thatcher government's
ing money that really produced thestate against Irish republicans. campaign against the NUM were not
change: the more white, middle class In August 1984 a delegation from thewhat the windbag was talking about, of
neighbourhoods were generally quittNUM that had been sent to the Six Coureourse, when he issued his condemna-
stony ground in terms of solidarityties attended a mass march in Belfast tons.
money - Thatcher’s territory, in othercommemorate the anniversary of the Butmuch later in the strike, when a taxi
words. But it was the working class arintroduction of internment in 1971. Prob-driver, David Wilkie, was killed by a lump
eas, and particularly those working clasably ordered to go in hard by theof concrete dropped off a bridge in south
areas with a high black and Asian popufhatcher government, the Royal UlstelVales, while he was ferrying scabs to
lation, which were the places where th€onstabulary attacked the march, firingvork, then Kinnock was really in his el-
miners’ struggle inspired popular sym-off plastic bullets indiscriminately at theement denouncing ‘violence’, while
pathy the most, and where consedemonstrators. A young catholic manThatcher also had a field day. This was
quently they raised much more moneySean Downes, was fatally wounded byhe celebrated case of Dean Hancock
What cemented this particularly wasa plastic bullet that hit him at close rangeand Russell Shankland, who had aimed
the fact that this was not simply a oneit was pure chance that there were ndd stop, not crush, the taxi. That was the
way identification. The solidarity shownseveral more deaths. This generateshe occasion when even Arthur Scar-
by oppressed communities for a majoworldwide publicity and condemnationgill fell into line, condemning violence
working class struggle was in manyof something that had more than a whiffaway from the picket lines”. But the
ways natural and not that unusual. Whatf Bloody Sunday about it. But also thequestion of violence was of course ideo-
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logical - the Labour leadership, for all it
reliance on working class support, wa
terrified of working people taking mat-
ters into their own hands: violenc
against the working class by the statq,
however, was something Kinnock coul
only hypocritically wring his hands
about. At bottom, committed to capital]
ist law’ and ‘order’, his role as chief la-
bour lieutenant of British capital mean
he characteristically went along with it.

Unions
As the strike wore on, the need to breg
the isolation of the NUM - on strike
alone against the full might of the bosse
and their state - grew more and mor|
obvious to important sections of thg
working class. Right from the beginning
the miners had been very sceptical of al
approach to the TUC for solidarity - thef ==
experience of the printworkers’ disputg™
prior to the strike, when the TUC's fi- ==
nance and general purposes committg
had felt itself unable even to pass an ¢
ementary statement of solidarity with the
NGA print union, whose assets ha(
been seized by the courts, meant thg
many miners understandably felt tha
asking for help from the TUC was ask
ing to be stabbed in the back.

Major TUC components were openl

hostile to the miners: most notable bdg ' J
ing the electricians (EETPU), led by Erig y 4 - 1 4 L |
. . & - -3

N

Hammond, the engineers (AUEW), led
by Terry Duffy, and the steelworkersg :
(ISTC), led by Bill Sirs. At the TUC con- I . -

gress before the strike, these types h@fle RO LRI LT -8 80 . 4 ' ; ¥

made it very clear what they thought ol i e - - - -

Scargill, running their own mini-red-hunt i ) ) . .
against him for his opposition to PolisHo be sent back to work by the nationdduy us off now, so she can defeat us lateving of the CPGB considered that thevho characteristically refused to involve

Solidarnosc and a speech he had givégaders of the TGWU, centred on Rowhen the miners are out of the wayminers’ support groups that had sprunthemselves in the miners’ support
in Moscow denouncing the warmongerTodd, a classic middle-of-the-road bubnfortunately it was not to be: like theup all over the country, organising parti-groups - for them “playgrounds of the
ing of Thatcher and Reagan (“the cowreaucrat. o _ _short-SI_ghted _I_eft Labourites they weresans of the strike from the left groupsleft”, |nf_ecth with reformism and fake
boy and the plutonium blonde”). The first dock strike in particular hadin practice, Militant accepted the settiefrom the unemployed and from otherevolutionism, and thereby to be

The attitude of these people to théhe potential to cripple the governmentnent and Thatcher was indeed able tvade unions, offered the beginningavoided like the plague. The Sparts de-
miners’ strike was no secret. Then agai@nd British industry. It began as a resuteke them on and defeat them subsghough only the beginning, of what wasnanded a general strike: however, their
there were other unions affiliated to theéf @ violation of the National Dock La- quently. needed. version of this was simply a call on the
TUC - the TGWU, the rail unions (Aslef bour Scheme - a major gain that dockers The final opportunity that came along  The task was to both broaden thédeft’ unions to lead it over the heads of
and NUR), and the seamen’s unionfad fought for in the post-war era, involvto do something to break the minersbase and deepen the roots of these supe TUC, combined with abstract propa-
which verbally offered solidarity. The ing & large degree of union control oveisolation was the Nacods dispute in th@ort groups, so that they and, just as inganda for the spreading of the miners’
bureaucracy was ‘supportive’ of theworking conditions and an end to casu@utumn of 1984. This really was a veryportantly, a movement centred in thestrike on the ground - without an organi-
miners’ strike within the most minimal, labour. The attempt by the governmerglender reed to base hopes upon. Theade unions, politically led by the ad-sational locus with which to do so. Since
mealy-mouthed framework - verbal supto circumvent this scheme and use newijt deputies/supervisors union had upvanced militants involved in them, couldin practice the lefts proved just as treach-
port was in plentiful supply and finan-non-scheme ports such as Imminghato them remained aloof - in the strike-begin to offer alternative leadership teerous as the rights, this was not much
cial support was also significant. Butto bring in coal supplies was what probound areas, the NUM had generallghat of the trade union bureaucracy. Aof a perspective.
what the miners needed was not hot a¥oked the strike. worked with them to maintain ‘safety the same time, it was necessary to main-For similar reasons, the Workers
nor simply more money to sustain the The first dock strike lasted 10 dayscover (elementary maintenance of pitstain maximum rank-and-file pressure orRevolutionary Party also largely ab-
strike for longer, albeit within the sameand Thatcher was driven to the point afo there would be a pit to go back to athe existing leaderships of the trade ursented itself from the support commit-
limited sphere of only the miners (and noélesperation by it. Agreements weréhe end of the strike). In the scab areagns by ceaselessly demanding actiotees. Though in its case this produced
all of them) confronting the governmenimade to honour the NDLS and - lo anéNacods members had worked and sifrom the TUC and individual trade un-the beginnings of rank-and-file rebel-
and police. What the miners needegehold - the dockers were sent back feervised the scabs. But the problem foion leaders (if nothing else than for edulion - the prelude to the splintering of
above all to win their strike was the openwork by their leaders, once again leahe government was that it was not poseational purposes). It was necessary that cultist organisation the following
ing of a second front against the goving the miners to fight alone. As if thissible, legally at least, and practically withprepare the means to take it out of thejrear. The WRP means of fighting for
emment, by some other strategic sectidpetrayal was not enough, furtheany elementary safety standard, to ruhands. “General strike - with or withouta general strike was through the mo-
of the class, throwing their lot in with thebreaches then provoked another, moggts without the presence of Nacodshe TUC” that was the perspective ounotonous repetition of the slogan,
NUM through coordinated action. ~ short-lived, reprise of the original strike;members. The pit-deputies, having beenomrades put forward in the crucial peTUC, get off your knees: organise a

There was no shortage of sentimer2gain Todd and co sent the dockers baekitagonised by the government overiod of the miners’ strike. general strike’. In that form, a hope-
in favour of this among those uniong0 work. These strikes had originated anatters connected with pit closures, Inhindsight, this still looks like the cor- less and forlorn perspective.
with at least a verbally supportive leadgrassroots level in the union, and theelatedly resisted, voting to strike.rect perspective - especially when you It was only quite small groupings
ership. In the rail industry, for instanceWwere in reality the result of spontaneousgain deals were done, and a hardlgontrast it with some of the other redike The Leninistand also other left-
there were instances of rank-and-filavorking class aspirations to come to theilitant union leadership called off the sponses on the left. The Socialist Workwing activist groups like Workers
workers engaged in sustained, and quiéd of the miners. But it was an imporprojected strikes. ers Party, for the early period of the strike?ower, who put forward a realistic and
illegal (under the Tory anti-union laws)tant, crucial lesson for militants when All these were spontaneous expresmocked the miners’ support groups aeealisable perspective of how to get a
blacking action against scab-produce@ven the TGWU leaders, who claimedions of the organic, objective fact thatcharity-mongering’ organisations, general strike - combining unrelenting
coal. Coalville in Leicestershire comes td0 support the NUM, in practice actedsuch a strategic class confrontation ashose sole purpose was apparently ttegitation from below for the union
mind as an exemplary action. Around 6@s saboteurs when joint strike action watbe miners’ strike posed the objectivecollection of tins of baked beans. Notieaders to do what was necessary with
railworkers kept up their blacking for posed in real life. necessity of a general strike. The bigvithstanding the importance of collectreal attempts to bring into being the
months: the tactic of the nationalised The two dock strikes were only theproblem of course was how to get oneing sustenance for strikers and theikind of organisations that could take
British Rail bosses under governmentwo most notable examples of missediven that, as explained earlier, the bufamilies, this was an insulting caricaturethings out of their hands - rank and
instructions was to play down the im-opportunities for concrete solidarity.reaucracy of the trade unions feared a About halfway through the strike, thefile organisations in the trade unions,
pact of this sympathy action and hop&thers included Liverpool council, ledvictory of the working class in struggle SWP changed its mind about the supniners’ support groups as incipient
it would not spread. For months they didPy the Labour Party's then Militant Ten-over the capitalist state even more thaport groups, entering them en masse amguncils of action for the wider labour
not discipline those workers carrying itdency. They were threatened with legahey feared a defeat for the miners. Fobecoming the most ardent practitionermovement.
out in case the issue blew up into a corction for setting budgets that brokéhe NUM and Scargill too, the whole of just the kind of apolitical charity-type ~ Unfortunately, the odds were very
frontation with the rail unions them- government spending limits, with counurpose of the strike, at least officially,work for which it had previously beenmuch against all participants in that
selves. cillors facing the possibility of surchargewas to defend the ‘British coal industry’,denouncing others. The SWP, of coursendeavour and, as everyone knows,

Such a confrontation would haveand with a militant and restive trade unwhich could ‘remain competitive’ in the had no perspective of what to do withafter with great difficulty maintaining
been more than the government wa§n base in a city that had really facethternational market, not to defend thethe support groups. Its theory of thetself through a very tough winter of
able to handle. It was of course the conthe brunt of Tory attacks for the wholenterests of the working classgardless ‘downturn’ meant that it could not evendefensive struggle, and having had
plete lack of direction from the Aslef andperiod of Thatcher’s rule - the onceof the interests of capital and profit. Theenvisage calling for a general strike, lethe union’s assets seized by court
NUR leaders (Ray Buckton and Jimmypooming Liverpool of 1960s fame hadstrike was certainly not conceived as alone envisage the support groups hagequestrators under the Tory anti-un-
Knapp), and the absence of real rank2ecome severely blighted by mass urirontal attack on the prerogatives of capiing any role in providing the leaven forion laws in the autumn of 1984, the
and-file organisation, that, fortunately foremployment. tal. Yet that is what was necessary to wirthe kind of councils of action that wouldNUM was finally forced to order a
Thatcher, ensured the Coalville example Thatcher, with transparent motives in be necessary twn a general strike. In return to work without an agreement
did not spread across the rail networkterms of postponing a confrontatioSupport groups fact that is one of the most notablén early March 1985.

with Militant until after the miners had Ultimately, what was needed was forthings about this strategic confrontation In the final part of this series, | will deal

Missed opportunities been dealt with, offered them a quitsome means to be created for the rankthe failure of the SWP to call for a genwith the aftermath of the defeat, the at-
But even more important than the evigenerous deal for that year. One woulend file of the trade unions, and indeeeral strike when it was really desperatelfempts that were made to maintain effec-
dent potential that existed on the railway§ave expected a supposedly Trotskyistther sections of the working class outhecessary if a strategic defeat for thive trade unionism among the miners,
was what happened on the docks. TwidgVolutionary leadership to have refuseslide the unions themselves, to assewhole class was to be avoided. ~ and some of the overall political lessons
within just over a month, national dock0 accept it, and to have told the workthemselves as politically independent of Other odd examples of political failingsthat can be drawn from this titanic
strikes were called - only for the dockerdd class why: ie, Thatcher is trying tathe bureaucracy. We ifihe Leninist of the left were the Spartacist Leaguestrugglell

i e




10 March 25 200521 WOrHker

DOCKERS
Opening the second front

When the dockers walked out on unofficial strike in July 1984, for a time the miners seemed to have victory
within their graspAlan Stevens, then a union militant in London docks, recalls the decisive moments

s Dave Douglass of Hatfield ‘shed’ used to be the departure point fog appropriate time, of course), said, “Fuck

NUM points out, the Social- families migrating to Australia and was ‘Somethlng not appl‘ec‘Iated by the ballot”. A single, secondary, tactical
ist Workers Party still does in reality a large hall with a platform, sur- option - perhaps useful only at an early

not have much of a clue rounded on three sides by a balcony. those who lack experience of such stage - was nothing compared to class
about the miners’ Great Strike of 1984the body of the hall stood the majority:g 2 H solidarity.
85 (Weekly Workekarch 11). The SWP the two-shift men who worked mainly InduStrlal battles IS that they Although many had an inkling of the
does not really know what was going ortonventional cargo. On the pIatformdevelop a momentum and a fighting impact and potential of that first dock

in the two docks strikes during that epwere the officials, while on the balcony strike, it was seriously underestimated

ochal struggle either. It gives the appeamere the three-shift men - they workedc@imaraderie all of their own that by all except the ruling class. A golden
ance of some kind of detachedhe container berths, were better paidy = ” opportunity missed. Dave Douglass is
commentator with a distinctly two-di- and less inclined to strike. The atmosCIFIVE@S the mass forward. right when he says: “It was Immingham,
mensional view. In this, though, it is notphere was electrifying. with the possibility of a rail and dock

alone. The officials explained that there had strike and the isolation of the steelworks,

Like the miners, dockers had a longeen a breach of the scheme (shoutisinnage hadn't been laid. A process dfme to build up the momentum againwhich was the vital flashpoint, not the
tradition of self-organising activity from the balcony: “This is nothing to dostruggle that turned round decades dfime that the government was to us©rgreave mass picket ... The docks were
through unofficial committees that actedwith the scheme - it's about the miners”)decline and division and threw up thesstockpiling, creating divisions betweerthe place to do it, rather than fighting in
in parallel with the official structures of A three-shift man, waving his finger atquestions concretely was needed. Thiggistered and non-registered and prex field every day, where we could only
the union. To some extent, many of thesée platform, declared that “the minersvas early days, full of contradictionsparing strike-breaking plans. take a beating"Weekly WorkeMarch
once powerful unofficial bodies had, byhaven't even had a ballot” (shouts fronand problems, and from the start we had Things kicked off again in September18).
the time of the strike, been incorporatethelow: “Fuck the ballot! We don't needbeen weaving in and out around antiHowever, this time a breach of the Miners joining dockers’ picket lines
into official union structures (under a plara ballot to tell us what side we’re on”).trade union laws, the union bureaucracgcheme was contrived by the governwould have built up a momentum and
devised by Lord Devlin to undermineThe three-shift man then waves his arrand all the other weaknesses mentionedent to provoke a national strike whertamaraderie and helped overcome some
Communist Party influence and rank anéh our direction and pleads: “Are youabove. wewere not ready. The government, sof the inherent weaknesses we faced. It
file activity). However, these incorporatedreally going to go on strike for the min-  In this contradictory situation the careful to avoid fighting on two fronts, would have helped solidify the dockers’
shop stewards committees often opeers, a political strike against the governscope for a sell-out or breaking a weakow deliberately attacked the dockers ewn action, applied greater pressure to
ated both officially and unofficially and ment?” A single thunderou¥&s? from  link is easy to see - and we had bothit was a risky, but well planned defensivefGWU leaders and possibly prevented
were organised in a single structurdelow. And that was the end of quesbover is significant for two reasons:move todecisivelyclose down that sec- (or at least delayed) the collapse at Do-
through the unofficial national port shoptions. Firstly, it was a non-registered port orond front before it could reopen. ver.
stewards committee. For the government who had takerstrike ostensibly in support of a scheme The aim of the national officials, of Al of this is, of course, well within the

Whilst TGWU leader Ron Todd madesuch great care to avoid opening up af which it was not a part; and, morecourse, was to resolve the breach of tHenits of trade union politics. The gov-
sympathetic speeches and organisesgicond front it was a bolt out of the bluémportantly, it was a large ‘Ro-Ro’ (fast,scheme - something the governmerdgrnment was fighting a class war, one
support for the miners, it was within the- totally unexpected and unprepared fofroll on, roll off’ cargo handling) port was always going to do. The port shopinion at a time. We, a section of one
very narrow restraints of legality and theJust what we wanted. Our hope was thatose to Europe. stewards and the majority of ordinaryunion, were trying to help our class com-
trade union bureaucracy. The nationabur strike would be the spark to ignite According to Nicholas Finney, headregistered dockers were, despite theades - it was all woefully inadequate.
port shop stewards were, on the othathers - particularly railworkers. In anyof the National Port Employers Associaweaker position and bad timing, up for &ven had we won, they would have been
hand, desperate to find a way to bringvent London stewards estimated thation at the time, the government estifight. In view of previous events andback for us, more ferociously than ever.
about a strike in support of the minersif we could last six to eight weeks, themated that they could withstand afforts by government and employers, There was, above all, one overarch-
But several problems confronted themminers could win. national dock strike for one to twoit was not surprising that the unregisterethg and, | think, fatal weakness: the lack

The docks were split nationally be- | was told later by a Kent miner thatmonths if they could maintain Ro-Ro trafports continued working. Even so, af an independent political party of the
tween older, run-down, registered portsheir estimate was, had we lasted anothéc. That is, Dover was crucial to thelarge proportion of cargo was stoppedvorking class, a Communist Party. | have
and newer, more efficient, unregisteretwo weeks, that would have beergovernment, because it might havend the potential of another flashpointmany criticisms of the old ‘official CPGB,
ports. Registered men, who had far morenough. When National Coal Boardbought enough time before economiavas always there (as was apparent withut as late as the 70s it was still a power-
legal job protection, had substantiallychairman lan McGregor published hiscollapse. A massive increase in aithe later Nacods strike vote). Howeverful fighting machine. The SWP’s
declined in numbers over the yearsnemoirs, he revealed that Margarefreight was also being organised at thi¢ was going to take months this time andounder, Tony Cliff, wrote somewhere:
through port closures and severanc&hatcher was only two days away fronsame time, but that alone would not haviihe government had only to resolve théAt the heart of the shop stewards’
payments. They generally had a high aggiving in as a result of our action. Othebeen enough. technical breach and cobble up a deahovement, the cement which held it to-
profile with a significant minority wait- Tories were also in a state of panic - Dover was aweak link in the chain andhat national officials would grab with gether was the Communist Party.” He
ing for severance. Men in the unregisNorman Tebbit begged Thatcher not téhe weapon employed to break it was hoth hands. was right.
tered ports, though having less legal jotake the country to the brink. riot by lorry owners and drivers who, The calling off of this second official | might add that probably the most
security, were thought to be relatively So what went wrong? Many commenwhilst the police looked on, forced theirstrike helped to seal the fate of the Nasoncentrated and continuous industrial
safe. The unregistered ports handlethtors, including the SWP, have said thawvay into the dock and threatened to burtional Dock Labour Scheme. Not that themilitancy in British history - in the Lon-
about 30% of traffic - mostly high value.the battle at Dover was decisive and thatown the stewards’ office unless thdighting resolve of dockers was crushedion docks between 1960 and 1963 - was

The union leadership was not abouthe TGWU leadership should havestrike was lifted. Having withstood in- - in fact | was involved in far more dis-entirely the result of the communist-
to defy anti-trade union laws and chalealled for an extension of the Dock Latimidation for three days, the dockergutes after the miners’ strike than befordominated unofficial rank and file com-
lenge the government head on. Anthour Scheme to include non-registeredave in. Finney, when relating this inci-it. mittees. Even then the old CPGB was well
despite massive sympathy with the minports. The problem was that the strikelent to Australian employers who were So what are the lessons to be learnedp the reformist road, was bureaucratic
ers there was not sufficient rank and filalways had a contradiction at its heart getting set to attack the wharfies, ad- Something not appreciated by thosand made lots of mistakes. In fact it was
cohesion, organisation and support teupport for the miners but technically avised them that it was important to “rewho lack experience of such industrialzery economistic and mired in the nar-
successfully lead an unofficial nationakesponse to a breach of the scheme. &ilise the strength of the transporbattles is that they develop a momentuniow confines of trade union politics. In-
strike. So a way had to be found to get effect the official union running a reac-drivers”. So far as we were concerned ia spontaneity, an initiative and a fightdeed criticisms can be made over the
national strike that side-stepped the antiive dispute in defence of the status quad,ondon, they should have let them buring camaraderie all of their own thatCPGB's entire history, but you get a glim-
trade union laws - or, better still, get theand the unofficial committees trying tothe stewards’ office. drives the mass forward. This or thamer of what is possible. And it could be
employers to break the law so that wéelp the miners win. Whilst this was a blow that dented momissed tactical opportunity or mistakedone a lot better.
could legitimately react. Although there was talk of extendingrale, it was not decisive. What reallycan be damaging, but so too can a lossBy 1984, of course, the ‘official’

And so it came to pass that there oghe scheme, there was just not sufficierstuffed us up, in what was to be rounaf momentum and initiative. Then thereCPGB was a hive of contending fac-
curred atechnicalbreach of the Dock grounds for a campaign at that time irone of the battle, was the TUC and this the whole historical background - theions. The leadership, dominated by
Labour Scheme. This was then used tuch a contradictory situation - the worknational executive of the TGWU. It wasculture, customs and so on - that impa¢the pre-Blairite Eurocommunists,
invoke TGWU National Docks Group of winning the hearts and minds of nonnot just the government that was in @n the way workers see things. played a treacherous role during the
policy whereby any breach of the Dockregistered men was not done (and woulstate of panic: the TUC were shitting In the case of the ballot question, fominers’ Great Strike. The membership
Labour Scheme would resultin animmehave been difficult anyway) and in thetheir pants. They intervened to get Acagxample, some militant, class-conscious the main loyally supported the min-
diate national dock strike. We knew thategistered ports we had suffered dedhe official arbitration service, to medi-dockers held the view that it would haveers and were often the mainstay of
it was going to kick off somewhere onades of inexorable decline and had plengte and, as the issue washnicallya been advantageous to have denied tigellections and local meetings, argu-
the Humber and when the phone calbf men waiting for severance. Thebreach of the scheme, it did not takelass enemy the chance to use the lagkg the miners’ cause - important and
came - in July 1984 - it was fromTGWU national executive was not go-much to cobble up a deal with Nationabf a ballot as a weapon. However, thisecessary, but hopelessly inadequate:
Immingham. Without any warning weing to campaign for registration of allDocks Group secretary John Connollyvas a secondary, tactical question. Themply the sum of individual efforts. |
had an official national dock strike. Onports when it had union members andnd have the strike called off. The coldocks culture was not ballots, but maswas a CPGB member in the docks and
day one all the registered ports were oagreements in all the unregistered portapse at Dover was just an added excuseeetings - it was assumed that this wagas not organised by the party at alll
and the port shop stewards were arrangnyway. This retreat was to provide invaluableprobably true in the case of minerseven during the docks strikes - just
ing flying pickets. By day three - some- Only through the kind of rank and file lessons for the government and employAdded to this was the whole drive byleft to my own devices.
thing of a pleasant surprise - all thepressure that might have resulted frorars that would cost us dearly later. Howthe class enemy for ballots to shackle What was needed, then as now, was
non-registered ports were out too. Asvinning the strike was extension of theever, pissed off but undaunted by thisvorkers. This did not rule out using sucta party, armed with a revolutionary pro-
the vast majority of Britain's imports andscheme going to be a realistic demandetback, the port shop stewards begartactic, but really it was for the miners tgramme, that was capable of collecting
exports were by sea, we had a strangl&he real, concrete question was how tt® prepare for round two. decide. and generalising the experience of strug-
hold on a vital economic lifeline. maintain a strike long enough to help the Our position was now certainly Very quickly this became a purely acagle; acting as a national think tank, able

So, was it a strike in defence of theminers or spark other sections into strikeveaker. The hand we had at the goverlemic point and, the die being cast, ato analyse developments and judge their
Dock Labour Scheme or a strike in supaction. Our best hope was not an emptyent's throat was temporarily removedcalls for a ballot subsequently were jussignificance; providing a means of de-
port of the miners? This and the thornyand premature call to extend the schenmaomentum and initiative had been lostexcuses for not fighting. This is whybating political strategy and tactics; edu-
question of a miners’ ballot came up at & other ports, but a railway strike. officials frightened, morale dented, con-dockers in London who supported theating, agitating and organising;
mass meeting of all London dockers in Of course, these things were disfidence (especially amongst unregisminers, including those who thought acohering battles and initiating actions -
number one shed at Tilbury Docks. Thigussed, but, as dockers might say, thered dockers) damaged - it would takéallot should have been held (at the onlin short, leading the class strugBle
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FREE SPEECH

Pursuing the truth

ust imagine, if you can, a world withoul

11

theWeekly WorkerSay you wanted to
know the political forces that make u
the European Social Forum or Respe
How would you find out? Well, you could
content yourself with the occasional titbit{
that appear in the mainstream press - not
mention internet tittle-tattle or, if you are a bi
more low-tech, pub gossip. Perhaps you tujn
instead tdSocialist Worke? No luck there,
unless you enjoy living on a dull diet of skimpy|
reportage and uncritical cheerleading. What
next?

Obviously, without thé&\Veekly Workeyou
would not really have much of a clue as t
what was going on, or why. Like Oliver Twist,
you would just receive your allotted dollop of
‘truth’ from the patriarchs and why should
you ask for more? After all, you are only 4
humble foot-soldier in a much grander battlq.

This brings us to the ESF. According tq
some of its leading figures, thegeekly Work-
er's coverage is full of (always unspecified
“inaccuracies”. Indeed, we have even bedn
told that the “misleading information” put out
by theWeekly Workehas “threatened” and : : g
“endangered” the ESF project itself. RS s,

Of course, this is all a load of twaddle. WhaWilhelm IV: jurisdiction of suspicion
these critics are really objecting to is the paiftheir actions and words. No wonder théamiliar with the haughty attitude of the Brit-
ful accuraciesof theWeekly Workes report-  Weekly Workeis loathed in some quarters -ish war cabinet, which in 1944 argued against
ing. The manipulative and underhandnd avidly read in others. In turn tiieekly the radio broadcasting of parliamentary de-
behaviour of the furtive Socialist Actionworkeritself is open to scrutiny and criticism,bates on the grounds that the “proceedings
group, the control-freakery of the Socialislnd hence to correction or amendment. This parliament weréoo technicato be under-
Workers Party, and all the rest of it, is meant t@ an inherently educative - and political stood by the ordinary listener, who would be
remain an official secret. Presumably, the daprocess. liable to get a quite false impression of the
ger that the ESF could be turned into a Ken Our open reporting is, of course, in starkusiness transacted”. Instead it favoured
Livingstone/Greater London Authority jam-contrast to the rest of the left press, with iterofessional journalists as ‘expert’ mediators
boree should be left unsaid. No doubt, to comamodyne formulations and ideologicabetween public and politics - keep the plebs
rades trained in conspiracy school politics outonolithicism, specifically designed to pre-out. Winston Churchill regarded the very idea
honesstyle of journalism is a constant affrontclude an honest and frank political discusas “a red conspiracy”, because it would al-

Unfortunately, this morbid aversion to opension. Have you reaBocialist Workeor The  low “undifferentiated” mass access to parlia-
ness is not confined to certain groups ar@ocialistrecently? An unsettiing fear of poli- mentary procedures. Parliament must remain
individuals within the ESF. It is an unfortunateics seems to permeate these dispiriting pub-private club for the privileged. Similarly, the
fact of our movement that the predominariications - and all those who take sucltelevising of parliament was bitterly opposed
culture on the left could be summed up by thémbrage at theveekly Workés frank report-  for decades.
old saying, ‘Never wash your dirty linen ining of political meetings and debates. But, Sadly this elitist spirit lives on within our
public’. However, such a sentiment is deeplgs Marx always emphasised, without a freepovement. You sometimes get the impres-
antithetical to the values of Marxism and auopen and courageous press how can ysion that all too many comrades regard politi-
thentic communism. Though it might comeswver know what is true and what is false? Theal polemic and theory as “too technical”. God
as a shock to some comrades, the journalistifinistry of Truth in Orwell's1984was well forbid that the working class should discover
style of theWeekly Workeis not the result of aware of this. So too were the bureaucrats ihat there are different political groups, with
an obsessive desire by its writers to embagtalin’s Soviet Union - and still are in Casdifferent programmatic outlooks, with differ-
rass or humiliate our comrades on the left, leagb’'s Cuba or Kim Il-Jong’s North Korea. Theent tactics and strategy - it would only con-
of all by a prurient urge to expose their privatgistory of official or mainstream Trotskyismfuse the poor things.
lives to the full gaze of public scrutiny. Rathealso demonstrates what the lack of an openMarx’s comments on the Paris Commune
it springs from our understanding thaal press and democratic culture can to do totherefore serve as an acute and very timely
communist newspaper is one that unflinchpolitical movement. rejoinder to the left's phobia about openness:
ingly fights for extreme democracy - which in |t is a deeply regrettable but obvious facfThe Commune did not pretend to infallibil-
practice means tr@pencirculation and clash that the majority of the left today is fixatedity, the invariable attribute of all governments
of different and contending views. on producing an ‘authorised’ version of thef the old stamp. It published its doings and

By contrast, much of the Machiavelliantruth - whether it be that Respect is on thgayings, it initiated the public into all its short-
wheeling and dealing that has surrounded therge of making a major electoral breakeomings” (K MarxThe civil war in France
ESF - and Respect as well - makes clear thAtough come ‘super-Thursday’, or that th@eking 1966, p80). The role of a communist
for some comrades their self-professed I0VeSF is just a ‘natural’ coming together ofublication, and organisation, is not to “pre-
for democracy and ‘pluralism’ is, when pustpopular movements and individuals with ngend to infallibility”, but to highlight all the
comes to shove, quite Platonic. Annoyed &pecific party/group affiliation. At times you “shortcomings” of the workers’ movement
the Weekly Workefor supposedly scaring cannot help but think that those who woulds best it can: thé/eekly Workeethos in a
away NGOs, Maureen O'Mara of Natfhe toldike to stifle theWeekly Workeare hanker- nutshell. (Yes, we admit it, theteekly Worker
the February 29 ESF organising committeig for the rules laid down by Wilhelm IV of is not infallible - well, not always).
meeting: “It's not good enough to say, ‘We19th century Prussia which Marx so bitterly This of course can be downright infuriat-
can apologise later.” You shouldn't do it in théought. The bureaucrats’ regulations onlyng at times. Who positively wants to have
first place” {Veekly WorkeMarch 4). allowed for what they considered a “serioutheir “shortcomings” paraded on the front,

TheWeekly Workeshould not devhatex-  and restrained pursuit of truth” - only opin-middle or back page of a left newspaper? But

—
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What we
fight for

[/ Our central aim is the organisation of communists, revolu-
tionary socialists, anti-capitalists and all politically advanced
workers into a Communist Party. Without organisation the
working class is nothing; with the highest form of organisa-
tionitis everything.
[l The Provisional Central Committee organises members
of the Communist Party, but there exists no real Commu-
nist Party today. There are many so-called ‘parties’ on the
left. In reality they are confessional sects. Members who
disagree with the prescribed ‘line’ are expected to gag them-
selves in public. Either that or face expulsion.
[| Communists operate according to the principles of demo-
cratic centralism. Through ongoing debate we seek to
achieve unity in action and a common world outlook. As
long as they support agreed actions, members have the
right to speak openly and form temporary or permanent
factions.
[I Communists oppose the neo-conservative war plans of
the Project for the New American Century and all imperial-
istwars but constantly strive to bring to the fore the funda-
mental question - ending war is bound up with ending capi-
talism.
[| Communists are internationalists. Everywhere we strive
for the closest unity and agreement of working class and
progressive parties of all countries. We oppose every mani-
festation of national sectionalism. it is an internationalist
duty to uphold the principle, ‘One state, one party'. To the
extent that the European Union becomes a state then that
necessitates EU-wide trade unions and a Communist Party
of the EU.
[ The working class must be organised globally. Without a
global Communist Party, a Communist Intemational, the
struggle against capital is weakened and lacks coordina-
tion.
[| Communists have no interest apart from the working class
as a whole. They differ only in recognising the importance
of Marxism as a guide to practice. That theory is no dogma,
but must be constantly added to and enriched.
[ Capitalism in its ceaseless search for profit puts the fu-
ture of humanity atrisk. Capitalism is synonymous with war,
pollution, exploitation and crisis. As a global system capi-
talism can only be superseded globally. All forms of na-
tionalist socialism are reactionary and anti-working class.
[ The capitalist class will never willingly allow their wealth
and power to be taken away by a parliamentary vote. They
will resist using every means at their disposal. Communists
favour using parliament and winning the biggest possible
working class representation. But workers must be read-
ied to make revolution - peacefully if we can, forcibly if we
must
[I Communists fight for extreme democracy in all spheres
of society. Democracy must be given a social content.
[ We will use the most militant methods objective circum-
stances allow to achieve a federal republic of England,
Scotland and Wales, a united, federal Ireland and a United
States of Europe.
[| Communists favour industrial unions. Bureaucracy and
class compromise must be fought and the trade unions
transformed into schools for communism.
[l Communists are champions of the oppressed. Women’s
ion, combating racism and chauvinism, and the strug-
gle for peace and ecological sustainability are justas much
working class questions as pay, trade union rights and de-
mands for high-quality health, housing and education.
[l Socialism represents victory in the battle for democracy.
Itis the rule of the working class. Socialismis either demo-
cratic or, as with Stalin’s Soviet Union, it turns into its oppo-
site.
[I Socialism is the first stage of the worldwide transition to
communism - a system which knows neither wars, exploita-
tion, money, classes, states nornations. Communismis gen-
eral freedom and the real beginning of human history.
[ All who accept these principles are urged to join the
Communist Party.

actly? Fearlessly report the truth, as we sens and views which were “well intentionecthe long-term interests of the WOTKers' Move = == == == == m— = = ——— — = =

it? in tendency” were to be permitted. “The jument demand it. As Marx rather floridly ob-
It is instructive to briefly examine the gen-isdiction of suspicion” ruled supreme, aserved, “Keep in mind that you could not
eral approach taken by Karl Marx to open remarx said. enjoy the advantages of a free press withodit
porting and the freedom of the press in He pointed to how the Napoleonic Codéolerating its inconveniences. You could nof
general, as it reverberates with contemporaliy France also guaranteed freedom of speeghick the rose without its thorns! And what|
relevance. Of course, as Marx stressed, jour: but only for those printing the truth andio you lose in losing a free press? A free pregs
nalistic openness is “not a perfect thing itselfhot ‘lies’. Whatthey- the bureaucracy - de-is the omnipresent open eye of the popul%
- itis not the “all-in-all” of the matter. In other creed was the truth, that ¥ou can bet that spirit ... It is the merciless confessional that
words, theWeekly Workecannot guarantee many comrades in the ESF, and elsewhergeople makes to itself, and it is well known]
freedom’ - ie, freedom from all inaccuraciesalso long for a “restrained” and “well inten-that confession has the power to redeem. It
mistakes and distortions. But by dragging thgoned” Weekly WorkeiWe shall leave that is the intellectual mirror in which a people
political debates, arguments and in-fighting afole toSocialist Workerseeing as it has ex-beholds itself, and seff-examination is the firsl
the ESF into the limelight, théeekly Worker celled at it for so long. condition of wisdom” (K ManCW\ol 1, p405, |
is struggling to make democracy itself “a real, Especially pertinent to our discussionpp60-61).
living spirit, as opposed to a ghostly presencefarx regularly noted that the aristocratic and The “merciless confessional” of an ope
as Marx putit (H Drapevlarxs theory of revo- hourgeois deputies in the Prussian parli@ommunist press is the only means to build
lution Vol 1, New York 1977, p31). ment, theDiet, strongly objected to the regu-healthy and strong workers’ movement
Openness, and the fight for it, activates anglr publishing of their proceedings. Theywhich can reflect upon itself, learn from its
enhances what Marx called the “public mind"ebviously regarded tHiet as their own pri- mistakes andevelop The ESF, Respect, SA,
The function of th&\Veekly Workerand surely vate property and not something which thetc should not be treated as private forum}
any socialist paper worthy of the name, is ttommon people should know anythindor the enlightened few, but as the collectiv
hold a mirror up to the ESF, Socialist Allianceabout. property of the working clags |
Respect, etc - to make them accountable forGiven this, Marx would have been all too Eddie Ford
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worker

Sharon boosts islamists

riel Sharon’s assassination of different strands of political islam, the lat-
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the est Israeli action could be it.
‘spiritual leader’ and founder Coming such a short time after thg
of the Palestinian Islamic Re- trauma of the attacks in Madrid - which
sistance Movement (Hamas), is an inwas followed by the collapse of the con
credible piece of provocation. Nothing servative Popular Party government i
could be more deliberately calculated toSpain and the election of a Socialist Pa
stir up more hatred than this action. Nothadministration that has now announceg
ing could be more calculated to recruitits intentions to pull Spanish troops ou
more young Palestinians to sacrifice theiiof Iraq - Sharon’s action hardly fits in with [

lives with the suicide-belt, while taking the sensibilities of European, and indeegl 'm -
with them a brace of Israelis. Nothing American, capital. Not only will it act as a

could be more calculated to humiliate anded rag to the Palestinian masses, but
embitter those who aspire to Palestiniamill inevitably inflame sentiments among

self-determination. both sunni and shia Iragis - the American
Indeed, this was the whole point of theand in part the British, occupiers havg —
assassination, which is only the latest irbeen having a hard time holding back & -
'“_.

a whole series of so-called ‘targeted kill-nationalist insurgency that appears tq
ings’ (political murders) by Israel of its owe much to some kind of islamist senti
opponents. Up to 200,000 Palestiniansnents. Sharon tries to paint his action &8
turned out to the sheikh’s funeral, andpart of the imperialist ‘war on terrorism’
many thousands also marched in protestnd to paint Yassin as some sort of Osal
in Arab capitals around the region. Andbin Laden-type figure, but from the point
rightly so! All democrats, socialists and of view of the western imperialists, this ac ,
defenders of the rights of the Palestinianion can only politically strengthen the real
people should make their voices heardbin Laden and al Qa’eda itself.
in protest against this grotesque and mur- Knowing this very well, Jack Straw
derous act of national oppression, whichrushed to condemn the killing of Sheik
can only breed more bloodshed and deYassin as “unnecessary” and “unlawful”.
struction in the region. Blair himself added his own voice to the
In the midst of international condem- condemnation. The French foreign min
nation of its actions, the Sharon governister, Dominique de Villepin, said pretty
ment has now brazenly announced thatvell the same thing, as did the EU foreig
it intends to wipe out the entire Hamasministers jointly in a statement issued fro
leadership - a promise that is virtually im-Brussels. The Bush administration, how
possible to carry out, but will no doubt ever, was visibly in disarray over this:
bring with it a further ratcheting up of the when the news broke, national securit
stakes of atrocity and counter-atrocity.adviser Condoleeza Rice rushed out
If it was possible a few years ago to theostatement that echoed Sharon: “Let's rg
rise that Hamas existed to aid the polit-member that Hamas is a terrorist organ
cal career of Ariel Sharon, with its sation and that Sheik Yassin has himsel "
ubiquitous suicide bombings of Israelipersonally, we believe, been involved i — - —
civilians; many may now begin to think terrorist pianning.” However, within a few More suicide bombers in waiting
that Sharon may also be seeking to givlours, the White House was “deeplyas a means to annale factoif notde ian problem at some time in the future, The international left must combat
the credibility and career of Osama binconcerned” and “deeply troubled” by thisjure, large sections of the most valuablevhich despite the ratcheting up othis, by seeking ways to demonstrate
Laden a new lease of life. From the standaction, which “increases tension andand to Israel, leaving the Palestinianslamophobia in the west in recent year® practice the real solution to the na-
point of the current world situation, con-doesn’t help our efforts to resumeauthority with a shrunken, chopped upvould still cause major political problemstional conflict in Palestine - a struggle,
sidered with any degree of rationality, progress towards peace”, according to piece of territory that no-one can everto Israel’s imperialist allies, were it to beled by the working class, for consist-
this will obviously be the impact of the state department spokesman acting opretend to be minimally viable. attempted at the moment. The casting @nt democracy: fighting from below
murder of a man who, after all, had arbehalf of Colin Powell. Sharon’s aim is the crushing of all PalHamas as akin to al Qa’'eda, the brazefer the right to self-determination of
enormous following among Palestinians Sharon’s government was itself splitestinian national aspirations, the breakaess of the killing of Sheikh Yassin in theboth peoples. This programme - two
as a religious and political leader. over the wisdom of this action, with ating of Palestinian will. Failing that, he aftermath of Madrid, may well be astates for two peoples - is so power-
Yassin, a 66-year-old, semi-blind quaddeast two cabinet ministers voting againsaims to keep the conflict going and exmeans to an end to Sharon - to creatfal in its objective logic that it is more
riplegic, unable to move around freely,the decision to murder Yassin. Sharoracerbate it so as to unite Israelis behincbnditions whereby Palestinians can bthan capable of defeating the reac-
was assassinated in his wheelchair whilseems to regard himself as a free agehimself as the only leader who can run associated in the western popular mintionary ideologies of both Zionism
being pushed to the local mosque bythese days - with the Bush administrationcountry in a state of siege from ‘terror-with al Qa’eda, giving the opportunity and islamism and thwarting all the im-
bodyguards. He was killed by anhaving originally set much store by itsists’. Better to prepare in this way for ao Sharon to do his very worst with im-perialists’ ‘road map’ schemirig
unmanned Israeli drone, which fired‘road map’ for the Israel/Palestine quesbarbaric final solution’ to the Palestin- punity. lan Donovan
three rockets; he died instantly, alongtion, in trouble over Irag. The US originally,
with at least six others, while many moreand fatuously, believed that subjugati
including two of his sons, were injured. Irag would give it a unique opportuni

Hamas itself, which was founded byto ‘redraw the political map of the Middl - |
Sheikh Yassin in the 1980s, immediatelyEast’ and impose acceptance of a US pl|p-su bscrl be' Name, |
threatened bloody revenge against theet ‘provisional’ state on the Palestinia u Address I
Israelis: “You have now opened theas a supposed solution to the natiorfal
gates of hell,” their statement tauntsconflict. Subscrintion £ . |
Sharon. Hamas reportedly is now threat- But the quagmire in Iraq has upset gl Subscription I
ening to take their attacks against Israethese calculations. Bush's favoured Pgl- ) Town/city
lis and Israeli interests, as well as theestinian stooge, Abu Mazen, was humif- Donation £ i I
citizens and interests of the Unitedated by Sharon and Hamas, as the §S Postcode |
States which backs Israel to the hilt,president's leverage on the situation graw ¢heques and postal orders should . I
around the world. This is something thatweaker after the Iraq war - eventually %/ be payable to ‘Weekly Worker Email
it has eschewed until now, confining it-was forced out. And, in the absence bf 6m 1yr Inst. Telephone Date I
self to armed struggle (and suicide bombany coherent US initiative in the regiorl, | united £15/ 24 £30/ 48 £53/ 85 |
ings) within the theatre of the Israel/ Sharon has moved to implement his ‘sg- | Kingdom . - |
Palestine conflict. lution’, discarding some Gaza Strip settl}- Europe  £20/+ 32 £40/+ 64 £70/+ 112 Special offer for new subscribers

The threat may appear unlikely -ments in favour of domination b Rest of I
Hamas is not al Qa’eda and indeed hacemote-controlled firepower, presumably | yond £40/+ 64 £80/+ 128 £140/ 224 |
condemned the Madrid bombings ear{Gaza being the least useful part of I mon s or |
lier this month. Though if anything ap- occupied territories for the purposes df . .
pears calculated to provoke some kindsraef?settlement). At the same time he Return to: Weekly Worker, BCM Box 928, London WC1N 3XX, United Kingdom I
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