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urope’s capitalists may havebinding law is being made at a Europeaim this. The entire British labour movej
E been divided over the war inlevel. What does Respect have to sayent, with one or two honourable e
Iraq, but they are continuing on all this? Nothing. ceptions, falls in behind either th
their push for ever closer integration Chris Nineham, leading figure in Glo-chauvinists or the bourgeois fede
in the interests of capital accumulabalise Resistance (an SWP front), haalists.
tion. said at European Social Forum meetings We communists reject the terms \}i
i

Small national capitals continue tothat the European constitution is simplghe capitalists. We argue for a positi
be swept aside by the rising tide of glo*not an issue” in Britain. What an indict- programme. A social Europe, with
balisation. Far from a new phenomment of the SWP's economism. This mawhich the political power and eco
enon, this tendency was emphasisasbviously does not read the newspaaomic interests of the broad masse
within the Manifesto of the Commu- pers very much. The Tories are trying talbeit initially under capitalism - are
nist Party Marx and Engels wrote: turn the EU election into a referendunqualitatively advanced. To bring for:
“The need of a constantly expandingn the proposed constitution.
market for its products chases the Far from being boring or a side issuethe following seven demands, speci
bourgeoisie over the entire surface afhe question of the political and eco<ally concerning the EU:
the globe. It must nestle everywherenomic unity of Europe is one which1. For a republican United States
settle everywhere, establish connedvlarxists - armed with our programme ofEurope. No to Giscard d’Estaing’s E\
tions everywhere. The bourgeoisieextreme democracy from below - mustnonarchical president. Abolish th
has, through its exploitation of thecontest. The European left, while befudeouncil of ministers and sack the urj-
world market, given a cosmopolitandled by Keynesian reformist rubbish, aelected commissioners. For a singl
character to production and conieast is aware of the importance of thehamber executive and legislativ
sumption in every country. To theEU as a terrain for struggle. Manycontinental congress of the peoplgs
great chagrin of reactionaries, it hagroups have been working towards af Europe, elected by universal su
drawn from under the feet of industrycommon day of action across the contirage and proportional representg-
the national ground on which it stoodnent against the proposed constitutiorion.

All old-established national industriesA good start, but we need to go further2. Nationalise all banks in the EU an
have been destroyed or are daily be2ommunists must use such a politicgbut the ECB under the direct, demq-
ing destroyed.” intersection to raise the need for a coreratic control of the European co

This process did not put a stop tainent-wide Constituent Assembly andgress. No to the stability pact an
national antagonisms. While the posta republican federal Europe, shaped bgpending limits. Stop privatisatio
World War I settlement ended con-the working class. and so-called private finance initi

—h

flict between Europe’s great powers At present European unity is not betives. End subsidies to, and tax breaks

for a whole period, today Europearing brought about under the direct or infor, big business. Tax income and cagi-
militarism has returned in a new formdirect impact of working class tal. Abolish VAT. Yes to workers’ con-
The cold war and rivalry with the self-activity. It is proceeding fitfully trol over big business and the overgll
United States has forced the capitakhrough a whole series of tortuous, bedirection of the economy. Yes to
ists of Europe to come together econind-the-scenes compromises anthassive programme of house-builg-
nomically, politically and militarily. makeshift deals, hatched between menmg and public works.
This union will create the terrain uponber-governments - all presided over b. For the levelling up of wages an
which the European revolution isan unelected EU bureaucratic elite.  social provisions. For a maximum 3
won or lost. Yet the Socialist Workers There can be no doubt that the wholbour week and a common minimu
Party tells us that Europe is “boring”.project is moving according to theincome. End all anti-trade union lawg.
We are eight weeks from an electionhythm, requirements and restrictiond-or the right to organise and the rig
for the European Union parliamentimposed by capital. The working clasgo strike. For top-quality healthcarg
Yes, the occupation of Iraq is domi-has no reason whatsoever to endorsepusing and education, allocate
nating the headlines, but the left isapplaud or join forces with those whoaccording to need. Abolish all restrig
effectively silent on Europe. Respectvant to drive such a unity - any morgions on abortion. Fight for substar}
- an attempt to weld the anti-war movethan we would make common cause wittive equality between men and
ment into a leftwing political force - hasthe Atlanticists or those who stub-women.
a threadbare and ultimately reactionbornly defend Britain's sovereignty. 4. End the Common Agricultura
ary position on the politics of the EU. Valéry Giscard d’'Estaing’s draft con-Policy. Stop all subsidies for big farmf
Apart from the bullet point, “Opposi- stitution contains a veritable paean oénd the ecological destruction of the
tion to the European Union’s ‘fortresspraise for the market and the virtues ofountryside. Nationalise all land. Te
Europe’ policies”, its entire platform competition (title VII, chapters | and Il). porary relief for small farmers. Gree
consists of three sentences: “We wilHowever, capitalist Europe must, andhe cities. Free urban public transpoft.

=N

ward these immediate ends we make

Letters may have been
shortened because of space.
Some hames may have been
changed

capitalist class has historically done to
the working class in order to hold onto
power. The degree of totalitarianism will
be inversely proportional to the degree
that the working class is both economi-
esped cally and politically secure. There is no
SomMarcus Strom urges us to supporiuch thing as a ‘polite’ revolution.
the latest ‘alternative to Blair’ vehicle - Another of your correspondents,
Respect! Guiam Wainwright, writes: “The essence

Marcus reminds us that this new veeof anarchism is for peace, for the aboli-
hicle is a step back from the failed Sotion of all laws, as there will be no need
cialist Alliance and he also points outfor them: ie, there won't be a law against
that “At its centre is the Socialist Work- murder, because nobody would ever
ers Party, the largest ostensible Marxisivant or need to commit it. | view com-
group in Britain, in alliance with the bestmunism as a stepping stone towards this
known anti-war MP, George Galloway” system, and your system of collectives
(‘Party notes’, April 8). especially is one | agree with.

And here of course for all to see is its “But is there a point at which you be-
weakness. The Socialist Alliance failedieve the party would find it possible to
because the SWP (and its fellow-travelactually hand control to them? Is it pos-
lers) were at the centre of that barren ‘alsible that another Stalin-like regime will
ternative to New Labour’ - stopping it arise, or do you believe your Party lead-
from developing into a socialist move-ers to be sufficiently in control and have
ment in its own right, merely to be theenough faith in Marxism to prevent this
‘electoral front’ of the SWP whilst it took from happening?” (Letters, March 25).
their fancy. Guiam, communism would be the final

As for the eloguent and extremelystepping stone, identical to the scenario
bright George Galloway MP, he is noth-that you describe. Thatis the ultimate goal.
ing more than the latest star that the SWPhe need for parties will have long since
think will win them Respectability and help disappeared, for parties exist only because
channel naive radical youth into theirthere is class struggle.
ranks to become (in theory) the new revo- You need to readhe revolution be-
lutionary cadre so needed by this Lenintrayedby Leon Trotsky to fully appre-
ist organisation, but (in practice) will endciate the fact that Stalinism didn’t arise
up as disillusioned paper-sellers. because the party was lax. It arose be-

Marcus goes on to say: “The work-cause of the extreme poverty that char-
ing class, through its own strugglesacterised the environment in which the
needs clear principles in order for it toBolsheviks had to work. Leon Trotsky
learn politics of the highest order.” | observes that, while it was much easier
should think the CPGB leadership havéo take power in Russia than it would be
absolutely no principles left themselvesor communists to take power in an ad-
- they have watched and participated ivanced capitalist country, it would be
the pantomime performed within the SAinfinitely easier for communists to hold
since the SWP takeover in 2001 and yeinto power in the latter, as “we can only
they have decided to support yet anshare the poverty”. Read the book.
other ‘socialism-from-above’ experi- Michael Lite
ment. Yes, | can understand anySeattle
humanist/socialist such as Tatchell join-
ing the Green Party rather than Respe: T
- which looks set to be just another veris'tallnls‘t asylum
sion of the dictatorship by slates SAI agree with most of the immediate de-
SWP. mands in youbDraft programmeexcept

Even if Respect manages to gain a fewne - your policy to give migrant work-
decent results on the back of the lategirs the right to become Biritish citizens
‘anti-war feeling’, where does it go after after only three months. With the number
that? That support will evaporate just asf people emigrating, immigrants will
it did after the great London march,soon outnumber true British people. |
which | recall many of your naive SA believe that a Communist Party should
‘vanguardists’ at the time took to be theadopt a more Stalinist attitude towards
prelude of revolution! Having continu- immigration and asylum.
ally criticised the SWP’s antics only to Duncan Boughen
fall in behind them yet again makes itemail
appear that the CPGB leaders are play-

ing to the SWP what Blair plays toBoneheads

strongly oppose the anti-Europeamill, give rise to an alternative. The work-Create extensive wildernesses argas George W Bush - lackey. Wake up be

xenophobic right wing in any euro ref-ing class has never been simply a pasforests, marshes, heath land - bggh fore you have no credibility left!

erendum. But we oppose the ‘stabilsive victim. The power of capital hasfor the preservation and rehabilitatio
ity pact’ that the European Unionalways been confronted by the poweof animal and plant life and the enjo
seeks to impose on all those who joimf labour. ment and fulfilment of the population
the euro. This pact would outlaw gov- Moreover, our class is ascendant. Hiss. No to the rapid reaction force, Natp

ernment deficit spending and rein-tory is on our side. After World War Il and all standing armies. Yes to a popp-

force the drive to privatise andcapital could only maintain itself throughlar democratic militia, equipped wit

deregulate the economy and we wilk far-reaching historic compromise - théhe most advanced and destructiye

therefore vote ‘'no’ in any referendumsocial democratic state. And, with eachveaponry.
on this issue” (‘Founding declara-year that passes, capitalism becomes ev@rNo to ‘Fortress Europe’. Yes to thg
tion’). more impossible and riven with contradicfree movement of people into and ofit
Not only is this wildly illusory - im-  tions. Hence, whereas Giscard d'Estaingf the EU. For citizenship and voting
plying that we should concern our-and the EU governments are proposingghts for all who have been residerft
selves with a particulameans half-democratic measures and palliatives) the EU for longer than six monthg
(borrowing) by which national gov- we requireour alternative that can help 7. For the closest coordination of
ernments finance spending. (Ironicreate the objective and subjective corworking class forces in the EU. Prg
cally, last month’s budget breacheslitions for the epochal transition frommote EU-wide industrial unions - ed
the terms of the stability pact in anycapitalism to communism. railways, energy, communications
case, since Gordon Brown has made Communists wish in general to bringengineering, civil service, print ang
clear his intention to take “deficit about the closest voluntary unity ofmedia. For a democratic and effecti
spending” beyond the three percenpeoples - and in the biggest state unifSU Trade Union Congress. For th
of GDP the pact allows. The UK nowat that. All the better to conduct theclosest possible socialist unity as pgrt
joins France and Germany in exceedstruggle of class against class and pref the process of establishing a sif-
ing this ‘inviolable’ limit.) Worse, it pare the wide ground needed for sociajle, centralised, revolutionary pa
focuses on merely one aspect of thsm. Hence our formulation, “To theie, the Communist Party of the Eurg
drive to European unity - that of theextent that the European Union becomegzean Union.
currency.
In two weeks time, the Europeantrade unions and a Communist Party gfositive programme on Europe, itk
Union is expanding to encompass 2fhe EU” (‘What we fight for). voice will be drowned out by othe
countries. The European powers have Confronted with this enormous yetforces, not least that of the Tories. |t
been locked in exhaustive but so fanecessary task, Respect is completelg the duty of communists to fight fo
unsuccessful discussions to hammaetisarmed. Its hopeless, King Canut¢hat programme as part of the strug-
out an EU constitution. A rapid reac-strategy of simply saying ‘no’ to the eurogle for Respect to adopt principled
tion force is being assembled as & a capitulation to the little-Britain chau-partyist formdl

proto-European army. More and morevinists. Of course Respect is not alone Marcus Strom
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a state, then that necessitates EU-wideUnless Respect adopts suchja
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OK, people have their beliefs, but what
Further on in your pages, Dave Craigight have you got to call them

still witters on about fighting to keep the*boneheads” (‘BNP gains from left de-

Socialist Alliance alive - please put thefault’ Weekly WorkeiMay 8 2003)?

light out, Dave, you'll be the last one out, I'm an 18-year-old skinhead. | have no

old mate. connection with Nazi beliefs or Hitler.
Bryn Jones The German for ‘nationalist’ is Nazi, so
email you put them in the Nazi category. I'm a
BNP supporter and | am a nationalist. |
Party power also believe that even Hitler had a point.

John Livingston says: “I am all for a I'm not saying | believe what he did was
strong socialist republic of England, butright, but you ask any historian who was
| oppose any form of totalitarianism, the best political leader in the world in
whether right or left. Socialism should bethe 1900s. If they're truthful they will say
the highest form of democratic rule, beHitler.
cause, if it's not, then it's no better than We don’t even know what Blair is
any other tyrannical regime that's basedloing with our money. If you are going
on oppression and slaughter. Stalin'$o criticise Hitler’s plans and actions, you
USSR is proof of that” (Letters, March should also criticise Europe and Tony
11). Blair. The 12-region split-up by Europe
Communists judge societies by theiwas Hitler’s plan for Britain. He was go-
socio-economic systems: that isjng to take us over and let us trade freely,
whether their means of production andbut Tony Blair wants to put a 17.5% tax
distribution are privately or publicly on trade. Now who looks like Hitler?
owned, and by the programme of the The only reason Blair is going to Eu-
party in power. Is it a bourgeois state orope is because it's more money in his
a workers' state? That is the fundamerpocket. He went to a catholic church and
tal question, and the means by which thEurope is a catholic community, so Tony
working class achieves and holds ontwvants a seat. But the people of Britain
power is a tactical question. are fooled by this man. If anybody
The dictatorship of the proletariat is ashould have their picture in an article with
transitional phase on the road to sociakhe title “boneheads” underneath it, it's
ism, and the working class will find itself the British community for not realising
having to exercise its totalitarianismthat Tony is the religious equivalent to
against the capitalist class, just as ththe devil.

weeklyworker@cpghb.org.uk | www.cpgb.org.uk
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Knowing how these things go, | real- The implosion will start among first- mortgage and the return, which can be
ise my comment will be filtered out as nortime homebuyers with few other assetseceived in rent, on the capital value of a

mal. They support the whole housing marproperty, will widen. It will become far
Carl Badger ket through the move-up chain, whoseheaper to rent property than to rent
email links are tenuous. The current boonmoney;, in the form of a mortgage, from a

could end with a devastating crash, trigbank or building society. This will further

ACTION

London Communist Forums

Sunday April 18, 5pm - ‘The methodological unity of science and ideology’, using
Istvan Mészaros$he power of ideologgs a study guide.

Housing crash gered by a rise in interest rates, whickleter house purchases and depress theiorama Arts Centre, 34 Osnaburgh Street, London NW1 (nearest tubes: Re-

will hit those investors who have takervalues of residential property, adding to
I would like to comment on the seeminglyout ‘buy to let’ mortgages as a pensiotthe self-feeding downward spiral.
never-ending rise in house prices acrogsan. There will be a steady increase in the
the UK. It is the classic bubble - you As prices fall, many property specunumber of houses on the market in all

gents Park, Great Portland Street).

Respect events

Preston Public meeting - Tuesday April 20, 7pm, town hall.

know that when investors believe there'tators will withdraw from the market, pre- sizes and shapes, but sales will be veryRusholme Public meeting - Tuesday April 20, 7.30pm, Al-Khayyam, Wilmslow
no place else to go. ferring to rent houses out in anticipatiorvery poor. By 2010, it is our estimate that Road.

You can't blame people for gettingof a more buoyant market later on. Therthe average house price in the UK wiill
into home ownership. Cheap money isvill be a bulge in the market for rentedhave fallen, from its peak, by 60%.
one factor. Another is that lenders havaccommodation. The sudden appear- That is exactly what happened when
dramatically lowered their eligibility ance of many ‘For rent’ signs will exertthe property bubble burst in Japan dur-
standards. Down-payments for first-timedownward pressure on an already vuling the 1990s.
homebuyers now average 3%, downerable owner-occupier market. John Smithee
from 20% 30 years ago. The gap on the interest payable on @ambridgeshire

PCSU STRIKE
Boost to action

U p to 100,000 members of thel am pleased to say - even before the 20@S;

Public and Commercial Serv-disputes have been settled - the PCS
ices Union walked out on an-has launched a 2004 claim for 3.59
other 48-hour strike over April 13-14.across the board, for all members in a
The support held up well, com-departments. While this is a very low fig
pared to February's two-day actionure - the minimum salary would still only
with around the same numbers as labe £13,500 - it does at least represent
time following the union’s call, al- attempt to overcome the divide-and-rulg
though we have been helped to someplintering of the membership into ove
extent by the fact that, this being200 bargaining units.
Easter week, more people had applied Of course, no department is genuinel
for annual leave to coincide with the'independent’ when it comes to negoti
school holidays - around 80% of staffating pay rounds: budgets are fixed ce
in some departments are womentrally. For instance, after the treasur
many of whom will be prime carers. Thesolicitors seemed to have reached agre
atmosphere on the picket line has beement following their dispute earlier this
good, despite the obvious lack of diyear, the deal was suddenly withdraw§iis
rection of the dispute so far. Will we because it was not to the liking of thesupport holds up
be called out for another two daysggjovernment. The idea has been to
after a couple of months once again®eaken the union and restrict its abiliyagreed methods. This developmgnt
The biggest number of strikers -to coordinate action across the wholenight also serve to boost memberf’
around 90,000 - were those emeivil service. This has resulted in a situmorale and hold up managemen{s
ployed by the department for workation where identically evaluated jobsplans.
and pensions (DWP), and theyare paid differently according to the gov- In one sense, appraisal is a bigder
were joined by 5,000 administrationernment department or agency corissue than pay, since an attempt
and training staff from the prisoncerned. For example, an administratioing dubious means to deny membdrs
service and 2,000 workers from theofficer in one section may receive up tavhat has come to be regarded as fhe
office for national statistics (ONS). £3,000 more than an AO in another.  entitement of an annual bonus for pgr-
There is one factor which links the The union is now talking about suingformance has produced a great d¢al
three disputes - the imposition of ahe DWP for its imposition of a new of bitterness, even though the surps
pay settlement for 2003 by managetelative assessment’ appraisal systenare comparatively small. Under mag-
ment. For the DWP the pay awardrhe PCSU's solicitors have advised thatigement's imposed scheme, only 14%
is worth just over three percent orthis is in breach of members’ individualof staff will receive the top marking
average, while prison membersontracts, since the DWP is not entitleénd therefore the biggest bonus, irfe-
have had a one percent cost of livio impose unilateral changes relating tepective of their actual performanc
ing payment imposed and ONS because of a predetermined ratio.
workers a package worth less thamg The leadership’s attempt to brin
three percent. we need a more together negotiations across tije
It is no coincidence that all threeg 3 i whole of the civil service is an exce
disputes have developed in the samunaglnatwe lent development, but in the meantinge
way. The various departments havstrategy along we are still left struggling with ou
been instructed by the governmen - separate disputes in the here and nw.
to settle for a maximum of 3.5% - with'Ehe llnes We desperately need a more imagirja-
or without union agreement. But the tive strategy along the lines proposgd

Socialist Party-dominated union Ieadproposed by the by the Socialist Caucus le

ership has hit back in what could tur =l oppositionl]

out to be a morale-boosting move. rsoc'aHSt caucus Lee Rock
For years the left has been de i ” PCSU London regional

manding a national pay campaign an!eft opp05|tlon organiser, DWP
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Aylesbury: Launch meeting - Tuesday April 20, 7.30pm. Multicultural Centre,
Friarscroft Way (near station).

Lye: Public meeting - Tuesday April 20, 7.30pm, Gausia Jamia Community Centre,
Lye High Street, West Midlands.

Burnley: Public meeting - Wednesday April 21, 7.30pm, Red Triangle Café, St
James Street.

Cheetham Hill: Public meeting, Thursday April 22, 7.30pm, Saffron, Cheetham
Hill Road.

Chorlton: Public meeting - Friday April 23, 7.30pm, Chorlton library, Manchester
Road.

Yorkshire and Humber: Meeting - Sunday April 25, 7pm, Platinum Suite, Shef-
field United FC, south stand, Bramall Lane, Sheffield.

London: Social - Sunday April 25, 7pm, Mezze Café, 339 Harrow Road. Moroc-
can evening.

Leeds Public meeting - Monday April 26, 7.30pm, Conference Auditorium, Leeds
University.

Salford: Public meeting - Monday April 26, 7.30pm, Broadwalk library, Salford
precinct.

Bury and Prestwich: Public meeting - Tuesday April 27, 7.30pm, Bury Arts and
Crafts Centre, Broad Street.

Longsight and Levenshulme Public meeting: Tuesday April 27, 7.30pm,
Northmoor Community Centre.

Free the refuseniks

Picket Israeli embassy, Monday April 19, 5.30pm (and every two weeks - same
day and time). Kensington High Street/Kensington Court, opposite Palace Green
(nearest tube: High Street Kensington). For a Palestinian state with same rights
as Israel.

Organised by Committee for Two States: 07748 185553;
outnow@actionforsolidarity.org.uk

UK-US out of Iraq

Emergency lobby of Downing Street, Saturday April 24, 12 noon.

Defend asylum-seekers

Meeting to establish united coalition in defence of asylum-seekers, Saturday
April 24, 2pm, School of Oriental and African Studies, Room 116, first floor, main
building (nearest tubes: Euston, Warren Street, Goodge Street). Discussion of
draft Unite Against Fascism leaflet.

Organised by Committee to Defend Asylum-Seekers, BCM Box 4289, London
WCIN 3XX; 07941 566183; info@defend-asylum.org

Labour Left Briefing

Annual general meeting, Saturday April 24, 10.30am to 5.30pm, Hungerford
School, Hungerford Road, London N7 (free parking; nearest tube: Caledonian
Road). Speakers include: Tony Benn, John McDonnell, Jeremy Corbyn, Chris-
tine Shawcroft, Glen Rangwala, Mick Shaw (FBU), John Rogers (Unison), Jeff
Slee (RMT), Vi Huddart (Amicus).

020 8985 6597; grahambash@gn.apc.org

Labour and the unions

Public meeting, Saturday April 24, 12 noon, University of London Union, Malet
Street (nearest tube: Euston Square). Speakers: Matt Wrack (London organiser,
FBU), Oliver New (president, London regional RMT).

Organised bysolidarity.

Renewing dialogues

Fourth annual day seminar on Marxism and education: ‘Education and the la-
bour process’ - Wednesday May 5, 10am to 5pm, Clarke Hall, School of Educa-
tion Foundations and Policy Studies, University of London Institute of Education,
20 Bedford Way, WCL.

Registration from 9.30am. Free, but places limited. To reserve a place, contact
Glenn Rikowski: rikowski@tiscali.co.uk

CPGB history

Exhibition: The story of the Communist Party of Great Britain. Tuesday-Sunday,
11am to 4.30pm. Ends Sunday April 25. Entrance: £1; children and concessions:
free. First Friday of the month: ‘Bluffer’s guide to CPGB’ tour.

0161-839 6061; karenm@peopleshistorymuseum.org.uk

Long live May Day

March and rally, Saturday May 1. Assemble Clerkenwell Green, 12 noon, for
march to Trafalgar Square. Speakers include Ken Livingstone, Frances O'Grady
(deputy general secretary TUC), Globalise Resistance, Stop the War Coalition.
Organised by London May Day Organising Committee, c/o GFTU, Central
House, Upper Woburn Place, London WC1H OHY. Sponsors include Sertuc,
Unison, TGWU, GR, STWC.

Labour Representation Committee

Founding conference, Saturday July 3, 9am to 4pm, TUC Congress House.
LRC, PO Box 44178, London SW6 4DX; 020 7736 6297.

To contact the Revolutionary Democratic Group, email rdgroup@yahoo.com

CPGB wills

Remember the CPGB and keep the struggle going. Put our Party’s name and
address, together with the amount you wish to leave, in your will. If you need
further help, do not hesitate to contact us.
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CUBAN ESPERANTISTS

National Union of
Teachers -
www.teachers.org.uk

Communists

. launch collective
Comprehensive

A n ethos of friendship, hospital- 0 A protest petition signed by congres
but |

ity and culture met those speak-nembers to free the five Cubans imprig
A nother Easter and another boycott of the National Union of

—

ers of the international languageoned in the US for anti-terrorist activi-
Teachers conference by the odious education minister,

who braved the US blockade and pairties.
Charles Clarke. When challenged in parliament, this arrogant

fully high travel costs to reach the 6tHl The battle of ideas in Cuba.
All-America Esperanto Congress in the Using the tried and tested method d
ex-Marxist claimed he had “better things to do” this Easter. A likely
excuse - | am sure that the rough ride angry conference delegates

Cuban capital city of Havana, March 21.open discussion, IKEK facilitated
27
would have given him had nothing to do with it. But this looks even

. much needed mutual mental nutrition t
The American Commission of the Uni-hungry leftwingers from a range of coun
worse when you consider the Tories’ conference record - they man-
aged to send their ministers to an equally frosty reception every year.

e

versal Esperanto Association was urtries and political tendencies, whd
able to meet during the congress, as d#tarned from each other. Can anythin

That alone sums up everything about the Blairites’ lack of political

spine.

but two of its members boycotted thebe more appropriate for an internation
Anyone familiar with the website designs common to unions will

event, evidently stretching their sodanguage than the direct exchange
experience a kind of déja vu when visiting the NUT’s: itis neatly

called neutrality to the point of total sub-experiences and ideas?

servience to the US blockade. The main During the week our attractive meet
organised, very corporate looking, and has a few happy, smiling kids
to brighten up the proceedings. Actually this is being slightly unfair, as
the site is far more colourful than the dreary pages often maintained
by similar organisations.

The main field itself is split into three. The central column is for
news releases, NUT comment and the like. This is quite interesting as it
does provide information of genuine use to teachers. For example,
there’s a piece on the latest pay stitch-up that (itis alleged)is being
backed by rival unions, the National Association of Schoolmasters and
Union of Women Teachers, and Association of Teachers and Lectur-
ers. Also of interest is the NUT’s own submission to Blair's ‘Big
Conversation’ PR stunt. l would suggest the union is wasting its time, if
Clarke’s non-attendance at conference is anything to go by. Overall
these items are slightly dated, the most recent being posted up about
a week ago. | can only assume that NUT boss Doug McAvoy brought
his IT department with him to Harrogate for the conference.

The right-hand column has a few nice features, although the
scrolling ‘Latest news' is pretty pointless, to be truthful. ‘Stop it now’
contains a number of resource pages for the campaign against
national curriculum testing (Sats). So expect to find posters, placards,
printing advice and other similar nuts and bolts. But what is really
missing here are the arguments against the government’s mania for
tests (and by extension, statistics and tables). Does this imply the NUT
would like its activists to wave campaigning lollipops at pro-testing
parents and teachers instead of winning them over?

This feature is followed by a membership form, and a facility for
calculating teachers’ pay. Finally there is the NUT shop, where viewers
are invited to purchase “from our new range of exciting and stylish
merchandising”. What more could a fashion-conscious teacher need?
The ultra-trendy NUT rulers, post-it notes and mouse mats are sure to
bedazzle classrooms the length and breadth of the country.

The site navigation bar is very comprehensive indeed, with each
category having around half a dozen links apiece. ‘Student centre’ is a
useful resource for would-be teachers still going through the motions
at university and the cannily named NUTshell newsletter for student
teachers has a few copies online in pdf format. This seemstobe a
well designed useful publication that outlines some of the ongoing
issues facing the teaching profession, but none are particularly
recent. ‘Treasure chest’ is useful too, with a number of thematically
organised links to help students out with tricky essays. Also interest-
ing, if rather bizarre, is ‘Jan’s guide to the universe’ - the nearest thing
the site has to a links page. So if you fancy a bit of DIY or a game of
chess, this is the place.

The ‘Professional unity’ page begins with the question, “Why isn’t
there just one teacher’s union?” Sadly those seeking answers will
have to look elsewhere, as this piece is deliberately evasive. lts claim
that “those who ask the question do not really want to know only of
the past” merely ducks the issue. How is the union to proceed if it
keeps its members in the dark over past and ongoing disunity? Other
features include pension advice; a text edition of the union journal,
The Teacher; conference (report-backs from last year, so where is the
current pre-conference material?); services (you can acquire a swish
NUT platinum card to complete your collection of union memorabilia);
and a Noddy’s guide to being a school representative.

The one big omission is that there is next to nothing on the NUT
leadership. | often hear union activists complain aboutfaceless
bureaucrats, but this is taking it a bittoofar [|

Phil Hamilton

congress resolution complained to théngs grew from day to day until more

UEA about the lack of help by the com-than 30 from nine countries were partiCistan Keable writes from Havana

mission, whose specific task is to propating. Half were Cubans and, surpris-

mote the language across the continenihgly, a majority of the others came from The Friday meeting gave birth to a
A number of US citizens, having trav-Europe, not the American continentcommunist Esperantist collective in

elled via other countries, made a signifiOnly two of our meetings were part ofCuba to overcome the economic and

cant contribution to the theme ofthe congress programme. For the oth@ractical difficulties which, until now,

promoting the teaching and utilisationfive we hired a bus to take us to a comhave hindered the effective participation

of the language. One told me it was illerade’s house during free time.

gal for them to spend money in Cuba,

but not illegal to be there - so don't usé‘lKEK facilitated

your credit card - and not a few had been

frightened off. Despite all this, 186 Q much needed

Esperantists from 29 countries made it

toga\éana. - o of ‘o Imutual mental
erhaps the best example of ‘special- g

ist’ utilisation of the language in a par-nutl'ltlon to

ticular field was the series of seven livel

political seminars organised by the In)hungry

ternational Communist Esperantist Colleﬂwingers fl'om

lective (IKEK). The president of IKEK,
Stan Keable from London, chaired anggy range of
led the discussions, which prioritised

general political questions currently ~countries and
ercising leftwing minds, whether in Cuba, mgm
or elsewhere, rather than Esperantpontlcal

questions. Among the topics discuss =
were: “tendencies, who

0 The communist future - can it be a nalearned from

tional phenomenon?

0 Theright of peoples to self-determina@@ch other. Can

tion - a democratic principle aiming at

:]nts\g/;r:at(iqu.h USSR ool _ lanythlng be more
y did the collapse - interna .

or external cause? appropl‘late for

0 Who will liberate the USA from capi- = =

talism " an international

0 Democratic or bureaucratic centralis
"Tanguage than

- do party factions cause or cure spl

and sects? The struggle to overcomthe direct

sectism and reforge parties - Britain

(Scotland), ltaly, France, etc. eXChange of

0 the World Social Forum - Lula’s neo-

liberal Workers Party of Brazil and theeXI)e"ences and

hypocritical banning of parties in the= L Y
social forums. |deas H

of Cubans in the international work of
IKEK - utilising the international lan-
guage for communist, socialist and left-
wing objectives. It was emphasised that
the new organisation will function as part
of the Cuban Esperanto Association
(KEA), whose rules allow that three or
more members with a common interest
can propose a specialist group. Official
permission, however, must be sought.

A 10-member collective leadership
was elected, with the right to coopt, and
met immediately to elect its officers and
start work before the congress dispersed.
Quarterly leadership meetings are
planned, but it is the involvement of the
local groups - meeting weekly as a rule -
which will make a difference. A member-
ship fee of 10 pesos per year will facili-
tate the participation in IKEK of many
who have been unable to pay a Euro-
pean level subscription to the IKEK jour-
nal, Internaciisto

This new step will enable Cuban com-
rades, who form a relatively strong na-
tional section of IKEK, to participate
much more than before in the interna-
tional political discussion in print, the
most important aspect of our organisa-
tion. Articles are needed for
Internaciistq and collective study and
discussion of all of its articles should form
the basis of local activity. In this way the
Cuban comrades can strengthen IKEK
internationally, gain influence for their
ideas and learn from their friends. The
stronger we are internationally, the
stronger at homi

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Europe: meeting
the challenge of
continental unity

In this book of essays Jack
Conrad argues against those who
view the European Union and the
single currency with trepidation.
The unity of capitalist Europe is
our opportunity to unite the
European working class into a
single combat party - a
Communist Party of the EU. An
important step in that direction
would be a European Socialist Alliance.

ppl29, £50r e« 8

defining task.

postage).

Draft programme
of the CPGB

In 1981 the Leninists of the
'official CPGB announced their
open, disciplined and principled
struggle to reforge the
Communist Party.

This draft programme
represents a milestone in this

Now republished in pamphlet
form. £1.50 or » 2.00 (including
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Victory to the Iraqgi people
The war of liberation against the occupation has begun, lancBonovan

willing’ invaded Iraq a year ago, reality. Incredibly al-Sadr was declared arline in the past few days, with somethindpoot that has been imposed on them by
they have faced increasing re- The imperialist declaration of war ‘outlaw’ - directly equating him with such of a pause in shia areas. American borthe likes of Bush and Blair, and social lib-

sistance. By last autumn, more US troopsgainst Mugtada Al-Sadr and his thouether ‘outlaws’ as Osama bin Laden antbardments and attempts to take the cigration from the domestic bourgeoisie,
had been killed as a result of acts of rgsands- strong militia, the Army of theof course Saddam Hussein (the US millkave - according to news sources suand the various clerical and petty bour-
sistance than died in the period of thefidden Imam - also known as al-Mahdtary announced, wild west fashion, thais the Arab television channel, Algeois social formations that play a ma-
actual invasion and occupation itself. - was an act of incredible arrogance. lal-Sadr is wanted ‘dead or alive’). ButJezeera - caused the deaths of over 6{a role in their relatively underdevel-

Numerous roadside bombs, mortar atalso decisively tore the veil of ‘demo-of course, there are glaring differencepeople, including many women and chiloped, semi-ruined capitalist economy.
tacks and suicide bombings harassegtatic’ hypocrisy the imperialists havebetween him and the latter two figures dren. The US was compelled to negotiGiven the situation that Iraq has been
the occupiers. That the peoples of Irageen using to try and camouflage theimost clearly the fact that al-Sadr undeate with the insurgents who had takeneduced to by decades of reactionary
are not prepared to tolerate the occupaccupation. The banning of al-Sadr'siiably has the support of large numbersontrol of the city, using their own Iragi Ba'athist/military dictatorship - openly
tion is of course to be welcomed by parnewspaper, which engaged in anti-occuwef Iragi people. This is obvious from the‘Governing Council’ as intermediaries.supported and propped up for many
tisans of national rights andpation agitation, was followed by thefact alone that the mainstream leader dfhe result was a series of very wobblyears (recent myths to the contrary) by
independence for oppressed peopléssuing of an arrest warrant for Mugtadthe shia majority, Grand Ayatollah al-ceasefires over the Easter period. A bthe United States, Britain and the rest of
from the kind of neo-colonial ‘new world al-Sadr by the US-puppet Coalition ProSistani, who has previously condemnedarre form of imperialist hypocrisy wasthe imperialist gang - it is hardly surpris-
order’ that Bush and Blair are attemptvisional Authority for the killing of a pro- acts of resistance against the occupatiovery much on display in the pronounceing that the leadership the masses are
ing to oppose. However, these attackamerican cleric who was attacked by aefused to condemn the actions of alments of the US general who acted asow looking to are of a clerical stamp.
were carried out by obscure forcegrowd of opponents early after the inSadr and his followers, and instead corpress mouthpiece during this period. HOppression on that grinding scale and
whose real mass basis is questionablgasion last year. One of al-Sadr’s closdemned the coalition forces for theirdemanded “the restoration of Iragi conduration grinds down consciousness,
Many of their actions seemed as deaides was then arrested and thrown infarutality and violence against the Iragirol” of Fallujah, which only begs the and religion often seems the heart of a
signed to kill as many Iragi civilians asjail by the Americans. A demonstrationpopulation. question of just who the Bush adminisheartless world, to evoke Karl Marx.
occupying troops. Some could only beagainst the closure of al-Sadr’s paper in Elements of the imperialists’ own pup-tration thinks is running the place. TheThough the working class movement in
described as outright atrocities: from thesadr City, Baghdad, was attacked witipet Governing Council have felt com-Martians? Irag, with its secular, socialist traditions
bombing of the Red Cross to the crimirockets by American Apache helicop-pelled, evidently by mass pressure from In the meantime, the US is massingnd aspirations, has undergone some
nal attacks on shia pilgrims in Karbalaers; 39 people died and over 100 werkelow, to denounce the activities of theiforces outside the city, seemingly readgigns of revival in the space created by
who were commemorating the festival ofvounded. The result was open revoltown masters in pretty scathing termstp retake it undeAmericancontrol by the sudden absence of Saddam Hussein
Ashura at the beginning of March. Theas the al-Mahdi militia went out into theone citing the US bombardment of thdorce. However, the very fact that the USnd his secret police, nevertheless they
latter particularly indicated a sectariarstreets in several cities and effectivelynainly sunni town of Fallujah as amountis prepared to negotiate with the rebelbave been massively outpaced by reli-
motive; the culprits were likely sunnitook over power locally - including in the ing to “genocide”. And an even morein this city of the ‘sunni triangle’, testi- gious forces, both sunni and shia, many
fanatics and/or elements loyal to or maeities of Najaf and Karbala, shia islam'sstartling indication of the mass characfies to their own understanding of theof whom have social programmes that
nipulated by the occupying forces aimholiest sites, overshadowed only byter of the current upheaval was thenass nature of the opposition they arare deeply reactionary.
ing to turn sunni against shia, for theviecca, which of course is common t@200,000-strong joint meeting in the enconfronting now. Assuming the insur- This is something that socialists have
benefit only of the coalition. sunni and shia. virons of a sunni mosque in Baghdadents do not simply capitulate (an unto take account of in evaluating our po-

From these bloodthirsty actions it was Thede factopopular uprising, led by last week, in which large numbers of bottlikely scenario), they will have to fight sition on the war of national liberation
reasonable to deduce that the forced-Sadr’s forces, took the occupiers bgunni and shia muslims gathered to prdaheir way into it with land forces. Thusthat has now openly broken out. It
involved were remnants of Saddansurprise - and a very unpleasant surprigest and denounce the brutality of théhere is a real possibility of the coalition'smeans that we openly state that many
Hussein's regime, or else islamist eleat that, as a whole swathe of towns andccupiers in Fallujah. Large numbers ohightmare scenario - urban house-tosf the forces that are leading the resist-
ments whose complete contempt for theities across the central belt of Iraq temBaghdad residents, including many shidjouse and street-to-street warfarance today, if they were to achieve vic-
Iragi masses was emblematic of theiporarily at least fell into the hands of in-have been queuing up to donate blooggainst an entrenched and determinedry, could pose a serious threat to the
adventurist nature and lack of roots isurgents from al-Mahdi. In fact, therefor the victims in mainly sunni Fallujah, enemy. This failed to materialise at thesecular, democratic and working class
these masses. Thus, though it was cosas significant and undoubtedly underwhich is an extremely encouraging sigiime of the invasion due to the capitulaforces. The Iragi masses deserve better
rect to welcome any military setbackgeported conflict with British troops in of cross-communal solidarity that pointgion of Saddam Hussein, but now mayeaders than those who look to create a
inflicted on our ‘own’ government and the south of Irag, centred in Basra, inin exactly the opposite, progressive diactually come about. The difference istate similar to that of present-day Iran,
its US allies, which is an obligation forcluding the shooting dead of 15 peopleection from the sinister atrocities perpethat the coalition forces are not preparefbr instance, or - perhaps even worse -

s ince the US-UK ‘coalition of the make such a blow against imperialism aveek. Fallujah has indeed become the fromtational liberation from the coalition jack-

communists active in one of the occuen a demonstration in the middle of lastrated earlier at Ashura.

pying imperialist powers, nevertheless

we could not commit ourselves to giveUs troops: not expecting such resistance

any positive support for these so-calleg

‘forces of resistance’. But this period o I* )
j- §

low-level guerrilla activity, largely con-
fined to Saddam Hussein’s home terri
tory in the majority sunni districts of
north-central Irag, has now been tra

E;

configuration of, and mass support fo
the forces confronting the occupiers.
In the last couple of weeks, as a resut
of molecular changes in that precedin
period, the situation has been trang
formed. The entry of previously uncom
mitted forces - shia islamist forces wit
real mass support and roots - into ope
armed opposition has produced a re
confrontation of the Iragi masses the
selves with the coalition. The eruptio
of what amounts to a mass-based Iragji
intifada against the occupiers mean$
that the phoney war is over. The real w4
of Iragi national liberation has begunj
This evident fact has resulted in a majdy
crisis for the imperialists, which has
shaken Bush'’s presidency to the corg
In the US, imperialist veterans like|
senator Edward Kennedy openly talk o
Iraq as ‘George Bush's Vietham’; indee(
there are echoes of that conflict in thig
quagmire. Except that, owing to its oil re
sources, the Middle East region is much
more strategic for the US than Vietna
ever was. While it is wrong to crudely
state that the US invaded Iraq ‘for ail’,
the implications of a major defeat for the
US in the Middle East region are for thig
reason considerably more serious thail
over Indochina. The US bourgeoisie i§ =1t
therefore likely to fight harder, and =H-.
prepared to shed considerably mor|
blood of the oppressed, in seeking t
prevent such a defeat. It is the task ¢i
the international working class to findjs& : ]
ways to intervene to stop them and he || - ’ = |
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for it and were not expecting to be fightsomething resembling Saudi Arabia. Yet
ing like this at this time. The imperialwe cannot be neutral when the masses
hubris of the neocons in Washington isre mobilised, even behind such reac-
now meeting its nemesis in Iraq. tionary or potentially reactionary forces,
The arrogance of the American highagainst imperialist conquerors.
command is being relayed around the This is an extremely difficult situa-
world on prime-time television. And thattion for the Iraqi left, for communists
is what they are particularly worriedand working class socialists. The
about. One key demand the Americansiasses are in motion against the main
are pressing the insurgents to accept enemy, and yet they are influenced on
their ‘negotiations’, is the withdrawal of a mass scale by forces that them-
Al Jezeera'’s staff and equipment from theelves are certain to prove enemies of
city. A demand that is unlikely to be acthe Iraqi workers if they get their
cepted; the stage would then be set fétrands firmly upon the levers of power
an out-and-out massacre without thé the future.
presence of TV cameras to relay the re- Socialists and communists in Iraq
sultant images around the world. Thisnust participate in the struggle for na-
media presence has already led to majtional liberation as an independent
political problems for the US, as Alforce, raising a progressive banner, a
Jezeera news coverage of Fallujah hobanner of democracy and freedom of
pitals filling up with civilian casualties, religion or non-religion (secularism),
including large numbers of women andas well as a programme for liberation
children, have already been broadca$tom capitalism and social oppression
in many Arab countries. in all its forms. One thing is clear: any-
Western audiences have only seena@ne who shrugs their shoulders at the
small fraction of this material, due to thewar of the masses against the occu-
self-censorship of the pro-imperialistpation, who equates the clerical-led
media. In any case, it is necessary for ahasses with the coalition occupiers
opponents of imperialism and defenderand proclaims ‘a plague on both your
of the rights, and indeed the very liveshouses’, in present-day Irag would be
of the people of the core Arabic areas gfigning their own political suicide
Irag, to demand the immediate with-note.
drawal of the US armed forces and their We socialists and communists in the
British underlings, and rally to the de-outside world, meanwhile, also have a
fence of the people of Fallujah, and intwofold task of solidarity - we have to
deed Iraq as a whole, against thdemonstrate, in words and deeds, our
expected American onslaught. We mustbility to generate real solidarity for the
be for the defeat of our ‘own’ imperialistIragi masses in their life-and-death strug-
forces, which have no right to be in Iracgle againstimperialism. At the same time,
- none whatsoever. If they fail to with-we must do all in our power to promote
draw from Iraq of their own free wiill, it is the progressive forces in Iraq, to help tilt
perfectly legitimate for the Iragi peoplethe balance within the liberation move-
to send them home in body bags - thaient away from the clericalists and to-
is the position that socialists should takevards those forces that seek a working
regarding the war of resistance that hadass solution to the manifold oppres-
now broken out. sions that beset not only Iraqg, but the
The Iragi people need liberation - botrentire Middle East regioh
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RESPECT

Not hiding his views

The Socialist Alliance’s only elected councillor, SWP menillizhael Lavalette, heads the Respect list for
the European elections in the North West constituency. He spBeéeéipManson

ow is the campaign going?
| think it's going well. We've
had a number of really big
meetings in the North West
with as many as 400 people attending
two in Manchester, one in Preston,
couple in Liverpool. | have also bee
speaking at trade union annual confe
ences - NUJ, NUT, as well as the Nationa
Union of Students. By and large the rg
ception we've had at all these meeting
has been good.
Two RMT union branches, Victoria
and Piccadilly in Manchester, havg
voted to support Respect and this que
tion is on the agenda in the coming monf
for a whole number of RMT meetings,
where we've been asked to speak.
have also been invited to their grade
conference, which is taking place i
Manchester next week. It is also signifi
cant that we are talking with the Fire Bri
gades Union - although obviously, unti
their annual conference, things are les
clear-cut with them.
In terms of breaking through into the
RMT, we've done incredibly well - prob-
ably up there with London. Of courseje
Unjum Mirza and Greg Tucker are wel [
known RMT members in London, won't take £70,000
whereas we have gone in cold. But we

rfoto.co.uk

It's for those reasons | changed my desesult for Respect.

thatclear.

ignation and I'm now known as Respect. After that, there needs to be somén last week'sWeekly Workeyou said
Sometimes, to make it clear, | say, ‘Reassessment of what all those peopliat it was ludicrous to turn this into a
spect councillor who was elected Sociakant to do. Do we want to go forwardprinciple. | agree with that. Clearly it's
ist Alliance Against the War last May.” and become the Unityarty, and start something we should strive towards,

What would you say were the
achievements of the SA?

to focus on the general election, cambut this is being used by some people
paigning as Respect? Those are posgist to have a go at George Galloway. The

The Socialist Alliance started a procesbilities, but if we end up with one percentAlliance for Workers’ Liberty were in the
which is still continuing. It did bring peo- of the vote, then it may well be that wd_abour Party for years and never placed
ple together who historically had notjust have to accept that it failed. If we gea worker’s wage as a condition for their
cooperated. But the difficulty was itone or two MEPs, if we save our depostupport for Labour candidates.

didn’t make any major breakthrough. It'sor if we achieve significant votes, then I'm not going to say that all those
sad that the most significant came inve can start to move forward, but in theelected for Respect should take an aver-

Preston.

But Preston wasn’t really a break-
through of the left coming together,
was it?

short term it's all hands to the pump. Yolage worker’s wage, because we haven't
never hide your socialist politics and, agiven that commitment - George can do
a socialist, | don’t have any problemswvhat he wants and we can debate with
whatsoever with Respect’s minimumhim. But from my point of view | can

No, outside some of the big cities thgorogramme. But many of those quesguarantee | will not be taking the £70,000
other groups on the left just don't existtions are the questions we start to ad-I didn't even know it was that much! |
If anything, what happened here was thdress on June 13, after the votes haveven't thought how | would do it, but

precursor to Respect - the same groufieen counted.

and communities were involved. What if you were invited by Granada
Once we made that breakthrough, weelevision to be interviewed and

were taken seriously in the labour moveasked specific questions about

ment in Preston. Quite important tradeurrentissues? Do you answer as a

unionists will come on our platforms socialist or do you temper your

now. For example, the Lancashire brigadanswers so as to stay within the

secretary of the FBU will speak any timebounds of Respect’s declaration?

I would hand in my wage slips and make
sure | don't take any more money than
what is agreed.

That statement s clear enough. By

the way, what we said was thatit's

not a principle to make voting for
candidates conditional on their
accepting a worker's wage, butit's

I ask him and the regional organiser of can't really think of an example wherecertainly a principle that our elected
the Communication Workers Union will my answer as a socialist would be anyepresentatives don’tseeitasa

address our meetings, as will our condifferent.

have managed to link up with a numbeup here yet. That's something we mudfcts in Unison and Natfhe. When | waFor example, recently the resigna-
of very serious and important officials.try and address. But the Greens donjtst Michael Lavalette from the Social-tion of Beverley Hughes has

We are consulting with the RMT with aget in that often either.

view to putting on a series of showings It may depend on what happens ithat didn’t happen.

of Ken Loach'’s film,The navigator terms of the uprising in Irag. If its level

ist Workers Party and Socialist Alliance prought the question of migrants
into the limelight. Our policy is for
The problem for the SA, though, washe defence of asylum-seekers and

Hopefully the North West region will and intensity continues for another couthat there was only one council successefugees, but migrants from
sponsor this with us, and it should staple of weeks, the whole question will beSometimes | think the analogy with ScotRomania are neither of those. As

in a couple of weeks time.

thrown back onto the agenda in a mucland is a bit misplaced. | was sharing aocialists you and | agree that they

We also have what we call the ‘Northmore obvious way. If so, we could starplatform with a Scottish Socialist Partyshould be able to come here if they
West on tour’. For the next week or twato get a hearing as the clear anti-watomrade at the NUJ conference and heantto. So do you say that?
was talking about the achievement of thewould say that, yes. | suppose if | washe SSP we might be asking Steve
SSP, which now has 130,000 people vobn Granada and that kind of questioMetcalf, an RMT railworker who is on
ing for it, which is fantastic. But we needwas asked, | would start off by sayingour North West list, to take a salary cut.
130,000 votes just to get one MEP in théhat Respect's position is for defence oHe’s not a revolutionary, but it's fantas-
of our candidates will be at each meetVe've managed to raise our profile inNorth West, which gives you some ideasylum-seekers and refugees, but thosieally good he’s come on board, so we

we've organised meetings where we'vearty.

never had them before - Carlisle, BarrovHave you been able to use your
Whitehaven, Burnley - where Respecétatus as a councillor to the benefit
has not yet been launched. At least twef the campaign?

ing.

Preston Town Centre, where | waf the scale of things.

gravy train.
I don't have any huge problem with that.
One difficulty is, though, the way the
SSP calculate a worker’s wage. They do
so on the basis of what they consider to
be working class jobs, so, for example,
they take out teachers from the equation.
I've got a different view of class perhaps.
There are a number of people who
aren’t revolutionaries and don’t under-
stand what this is about. If we were in

who come here do so for a variety ofust have to be careful how this works.

Another important area is the Asiarelected. People say none of the other Proportional representation for Scotreasons. Some flee their country becaud® be honest, it's not a huge question
community and in certain places weparties ever bothered to come into theish parliamentary elections has clearlyhey are victims of political terror or warfor him, because he’s listed at number
have been invited to talk to people fronward, but they have to now becausaided the SSP. The difficulty for the SAor because they're poor or they want tdive, so if he gets to be in the European
was that we were always contestingrotect their family. | would go on to sayparliament we're looking at forming the

the mosques. Last week we jointly rariMichael's there every week'.
an exhibition on Palestine with Bolton

It's also given us an advantage irfirst-past-the-post elections - you carhat in the North West we also have aext government!

council of mosques - | managed to geterms of our support network - groupspick up 20% and that looks good, buposition where our candidates are But my answer to your question is the
two young students from the Internathat we work with, such as Stop the Wayou don't get anything. The SSPtwinned with a campaign to defend insame as it was for migrants. We have a
tional Solidarity Movement to come toactivists, amongst the unions and thachieved their breakthrough withdividuals threatened with expulsion fromgeneral platform which is the position of
the North West. They had heard abouhuslim community. We can show whaffommy Sheridan through the singlehis country - that's a position we'rethe coalition, but I'm not in the business
our attempt to twin Preston with Nabluswe've done over the last year. There areansferable vote for the Glasgow areproud of. We believe people shouldat this point of time of imposing my revo-
In terms of breaking into the muslim com-many more people from the muslim comand, once he established himself as drave the right to come to this country ilutionary views on anyone or of saying
munity, that was quite useful. A numbetmunity in Preston who are now on board/ISP, he used that position to gain credhe jobs are there.
of key names in the Muslim Associationwith Respect - more than those whability and eventually this produced six That ties in with Respect’s statementstand. However, as a revolutionary so-

of Britain have come on board and weoted for the Socialist Alliance. They've MSPs last time round.

are trying to arrange more meetings ibeen a bit more proactive in making con- For the SA, the cards were stackeMo, but some people have said that

those communities.

tacts with the community in Blackburnagainst us because of the electoral sythey’re not goingto standona

So in these three areas - the unionand Bolton, so getting elected was &em. Even then it might have been difplatform of open borders.
ferent if the breakthrough had come int's partly about what sort of organisa-Respect party. How would you hope
nity - we're doing well. We've brokeninto  We've learnt from the experience of thecentral London or Manchester, but Pregion we think Respect will become. |things develop?

the unions in a way the Socialist Alliancevay we've been recognised and taketon is pretty marginal when it comers tadon't think there’s any difficulty. If La- I'm really excited by what's happening.

anti-war groups and the muslim commuhuge step forward for us.

never did. | know things have changederiously and used that to gain accegmlitical discussion in Britain.

after the anti-war protests, but we've stilin other parts of Preston and the NortlSSP comrades say that, as well as
taken some significant steps. There'gVest. We are getting some coveragPR, the factthatthe Scottish
always more we could do, but overalbecause I'm a councillor, where otherSocialistAlliance transformed itself

things are going well.
Have the media shown any interest You were elected as Socialist

yet? Alliance, but you've now switched to
We've found it difficult to get any pub- Respect, 1 believe.

wise we'd get none.

licity, to be honest with you, but we've | changed the designation, given that
got a press conference coming upthe profile we wanted - | am the lead carbehave in Respect?

question,

into a party, which became the
permanent and main focus for the
left groups, made the difference.
Anyway, the SA failed for whatever
season. So how should socialists

ent way.

We've given a commitment that our mairdidate in the Euros for Respect. We arkn the first instance, we should all bd’'m not going to hide my position.
candidates will all twin with asylum- also going to contest as Respect in theorking as hard as possible to increastnother issue over which some
seeker campaigns, so we're going to tripcal elections - there’s another seat ughe membership, hold lively meetinggpeople have refused to give a

and bring together the campaigns’ repin my ward and we're going to stand inand make the biggest impact so as to gebmmitmentis the idea thatelected
resentatives - this is something we warthe neighbouring ward too. Hopefullyas good a turnout in June. If that haprepresentatives should only accept
to highlight that distinguishes us fromsome time in the next two weeks at leagtens, then there are a whole number ah average worker's wage. Let's

all the other political parties.

one Labour councillor is going to comepossible scenarios. We've got to bdope you are elected, but if you are

One problem we have is that some dfver to us. There’s one in Preston anthembership-driven, which means we'veyou'll be entitled to a salary of
the things that have beenTihe Guard- another in Cumbria. Possibly they’ll bothgot to get the membership first. We've£70,000. While | know that you
ian or The Independemtationally have come over together towards the end afot to become an organisation that cawouldn't for one momentkeep it all

not made the northern editions, so Rehis month. That way we may get somget substantial votes, and the most infor yourself, in the Socialist Alliance

spect isn't really getting into the papergoverage.

portant thing is to get the best possiblall the candidates actually made

they’re the condition for anyone to

but I'm not hiding what | think myself. cialist, 'm aware of these debates and, if

elected, | will be acting in what | consider
to be the appropriate way.
You mentioned the possibility of a

bour Party candidates were asked thagst night | spoke at the NUT fringe

Blunkett and Beverleymeeting and there were 110 people in the
Hughes would answer one way andioom and we raised almost £800. One in
say, Tony Benn would answer a differseven of those at the conference came

to the Respect meeting. It wasn't just the

So we shouldn’t get caught up inleft - the Socialist Party and AWL didn’t
those kind of things. We have a generalome because they both had their own
statement which places us clearly to themeetings. The NUJ's conference was
left of Labour and we want as many pecsmall, but there were about 45 people at
ple involved as possible. But within thatour meeting. All these meetings are very

lively and people are really up for it.

One of the difficulties has been that
the time between our launch in January
and the elections is short to build an elec-
toral campaign, but, if we can capture
that excitement, if we can pull in the
votes, then | think Respect can start to
coalesce into something more perma-
nent, viable and to the left of Labour,
which can provide a real challenge - not
just in the Euros, but in other elections
aswelld
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For political revolution
within Respect!

e e "2*Comrade Marcus Strom feels that ReSpERLs i o s um o ne asion

countering the argument | . What is likely to happen if Respect is e
presented last week undetCand|dateS WOUld nOt Suppor't successful and John Rees elected? o o
the title ‘No unconditional vote for Re- . . | can see two consequences. First ittt
spect!’ He is trying texonfuseme to  F€[0U b||Can|Sm, open bOrderS, and workershn rees wil argue that this is proojiseatiZCid Sl L

death. that his trajectory was right all along el g lIE L

Ifyou missed it, |, and indeed five otherrepresentation on a worker’s wage WithO[P'Emember his speech at the Respect

comrades, argued that we should re- aunch? “Whatever went before was natlates of its own.

verse the following resolution passed af “po|itica| revolution within Respect”_ as strong as this. We fought for the dec- We understood and exposed this

the CPGB aggregate on March 21: “Rec- laration and voted against the things welearly enough at the time. In ttéeekly
ognising the need for the anti-war, proManny Neira argues that th|S iS Why we believed in, because, while the peopl@Vorkerof January 29, Marcus wrote:

working class opposition to Blair to take here are important, they are not as iniThis is the two-faced nature of oppor-
on partyist form, the CPGB will work to : portant as the millions out there.” tunism. Talk left, act right. It's alread
ensure the biggest possible vote fornuSt Contlnue to demand that they dO' This opportunist garbage was theocialist, that's why vge should havye
Respect on June 10.” high point of his speech: the central mesabsolutely no socialist principle in it!
His snappily titled ‘Communist tactics, our support is conditional on Respecprecisely the revolution we sought tesage. The Socialist Alliance failed bed eave the socialist principle to the SWP
not sectarian subjectivism’ (printedmaintaining basic class demands in itbring about by demanding them in theause it wasoo socialist We will not  and its recruitment machine.
across the page in the same issue, programme - such as opposition to prifirst place! make that mistake again. We will give ... We shall energetically work in Re-
with prior sight of my own piece) assertyatisation, anti-union laws, the persecu- Is it not transparently clear, thereforepeople what they want, whatever thegpect and seek a wider audience there
that | offer eitheno arguments, or only tion of immigrants and asylum-seekersthat any hope akinningthat argument, want, if it gets us elected. for what is needed: a mass working class
irrational ones. In fact, by my count, itimperialist war, etc. Those are our condiandcausingthat revolution in Respect, Of course, the real reason the SA faileglternative to both Labourism and the
argues this 17 times in the space of ort@ns for support for Respect.” have been given up with the call for anvas precisely because of the on-off eleqion-class politics of populism.”
page, so he clearly feels it quite strongly. But not republicanism, open borderspnconditional vote? Do Marcus's wordgoral front treatment it received at the The second consequence, perversely,
I must have had a bad day: whiatl fill  and workers’ representation on a workbear any other analysis? hands of the Socialist Workers Partys that John Rees will be in a more cen-
the page with - recipes? er's wage, eh? This is fascinating. It Well, I think he is wrong, and | do notleadership. Remember that no SAral position to peddle exactly the lack of
Presumably driven by the absence cfeems that lais happy to impose con- think we should give up. The pressur@peaker was allowed onto the platfornprinciple Marcus decried so eloguently.
any arguments in my article to responditions, but for some reason just not ornas been effective: we have exposed tia¢ Hyde Park during the biggest demonAnd what is the usual course of oppor-
to, lan chooses the only possible coursthose issues we presented to the foundegressive, rightward trend of Respeditrations in our history, though thetunists once they have got their posi-
write some of his own, and then knocling conference and have been questioslearly, and | see no reason to stop now@reens, Plaid Cymru and even Charleions and their expense accounts? Do
them down. It was with a certain bemuseéng Respect leaders and candidateut, having said that, if | was as certairbloody Kennedy were welcome: Rethey tend to become more assiduous
ment that | watched lan’s brutal shadowabout ever since. as Marcus and lan that this fight wasspect has been rather better treated. class fighters? Is John Rees playing a
boxing begin. So to impose republicanism as a coralready lost, then | would question why But in the most cowardly move of all, trick, acting soft now but ready to fight
“I suppose one slight saving grace offition is “sectarian subjectivism”. To im- we are still in Respect at alWWhat rather than leave the SA, which wouldhe corner of the working class once he
Manny’s article is that he does not seerpose “opposition to privatisation” as awould we have left to gain? John Reeslearly have been more honest as théyas tricked them into electing him?
to be pushing the idea that Respeciondition, though, seemingly is not. MEP? no longer believed in it, the SWP leader- If this is the way to use elections to
somehow constitutes a ‘popular front’ What possible logic can lie behind this? It has been argued that this, in itselfship used their majority to force it toraise political consciousness and ad-
This confused notion ..." Amoment's thought makes it clear: lanis a worthwhile victory - indeed, this iscommit suicide, hand over its support tvance the argument for a workers’ party,
Well, he’s got himself on the ropeshas chosen to make ‘conditions’ allall that is left if the political revolution we Respect, and prevent it standing candihen I'm a sectarian subjectivit
there. | don’'t know who to back in thisthose things he feels Respediligady Manny Neira
fight: lan or lan. This swift uppercut tocommitted to! This is truly a fighting
his own jaw seems to have woken hirstance. These are the conditions he is =
to the absence of an opponent. He tuniselecting: things that the Respect lead-
to where hehinksl am standing ... ership have already volunteefeefore B e I e ag u e re d I n Wal eS
“Manny claims to be driven by somethe conditions were raisedl is on these

kind of principled programmatic intran-grounds that he considers the label ‘un- : ; -
sigence ...” conditional’ to be unjust. R espect in Wales has sufferedn private comments, members of Forbeen unable to do this with Respect.

... only to punch the air and fall over. Perhaps | can illustrate lan’s use of a blow in its attempts to forgeward Wales close to Marek explicitly Whilst attempting to isolate those in
Having read my article again severalhese terms by an example. Your em- a left-of-Labour slate of candi- ruled out the possibility of a deal withRespect to its left - ie, the CPGB - it has
times, | cannot find this claim, do notployer demands a pay freeze. Your un-dates to fight the European electionRespect. made few friends to its right. As well
support it, do not wish to make it, and (ifon strikes in support of a demand for a 1N June. Already spurned by the Welsh True, last summer Marek speculateds being ignored by the Welsh Greens
all else fails to persuade him) would likel0% increase. The union leaders thenGreens, Respect has now been ren a left bloc for the European electionsand Forward Wales, precious few of
to formally withdraw any intention of come back to you and recommend a re uffed by Forward Wales, the partyin Red Peppehe stated that he soughtthe grassroots of the anti- war and pro-
ever claiming it in the future. This isturn to work without additional pay. You founded by John Marek AM. to “involve other socialist groups - still gressive movement” have so far joined
chiefly because, while | have no ideare outraged: ‘What, we're just going to At its meeting on April 8, Forward small and disorganised - so as to develdRespect. _
what it means, | feel confident it dogst  give in unconditionally?’ ‘No,” you are Wales decided to select its own list o common platform and agree priorities Respect in Wales is now belea-
mean ‘I'm happy with any tactic which told, ‘not unconditionally. We're going candidates for the forthcoming elecfor Wales and for Europe”. Indeed somguered. With the progressive anti-La-
advances the building of a Communisback only on condition they dorcut ~ tions, to be headed by the former Nevientative negotiations did take place ladtour vote likely to go to a myriad of fake
Party, and don't think unconditionalour pay.’ Labour cabinet minister, Ron Daviessummer with the Welsh Socialist Alli- and soft left parties - Plaid Cymru, the
Respect votes fit the bill". And this brings us to his substantive Forward Wales has subsequently writance and later with the Socialist Party kiberal Democrats, Forward Wales and

There is still not much for me to do inquestion, and indeed the question ont€n to George Galloway asking Rethough to its credit the SP was far moréhe Greens - Respect will undoubtedly
this fight. which the politics of this whole tactic SP€ct to stand down in Wales to givesircumspect about dealing with Forwardeceive only the normal fringe vote.

“Nowhere does Manny even begin talepend: how is calling for an uncondi- It a free run in the elections, as Respettiales. After all, Marek believes that ex-  Yet, in one sense, Respect in Wales
put forward any coherent evidence thdtonal vote (or, in case anyone can seehas done in Scotland with the Scottisiplicit talk about socialism would be a bighas a point. With its programme very
calling for a vote for Respect candidatethe difference, restricting our conditions Socialist Party. According to a spokesvote Ios_er (rather Ilke Respect). _ similar to that of FonNard Wa_lles and
in this election - which by a terminologi-to what was granted before they weremMan for Forward Wales, no reply has Yet with the defection of Ron DaviesGreens - and not too dissimilar from
cal sleight of hand he dubs ‘uncondifaised anyway) giving up any aspiration Y&t been received. . to Forward Wales early this year, MarelPlaid - it made no sense for the elections
tional’ support - amounts to ‘giving up’ to win Respect to a revolutionary per- All this may come as a surprise toand his coterie of advisers, centred oto be littered with so many ‘progres-
any aspiration to win Respect to a ‘revospective? those who had been reading the puhhe left nationalist group Cymru Goch,sive’ parties. None were going to pri-
lutionary perspective’.” | cannot do better than quote comradelic statements of Respect, which hadlearly believed that it was now time tooritise that dreaded word ‘socialism'.

Here, at last, is something | actualljMarcus Strém in last week’s ‘Party Deenimplying that a joint slate with For-push their own party name. With a ‘starPerhaps now Respect will stand down
said. Now, first, let me explain the sneakyotes’. ward Wales was almost a foregone corlike Davies aboard the ship, why botheto give others its support. TI_1|s would
trick behind the “terminological sleight “Yet for these conditions to be gener- clusion. As late as April 4, Respect waso lumber yourself with the far left?  be logical from the perspective of the
of hand” lan accuses me of for using thally accepted by mainly SWP candidates claiming on its website that a “provi-  Respect has attempted to put a bra®@WVP. What is the point of electoralism
word ‘unconditional’. it would take a political revolution within ~ Sional agreement” had been made witface on this outcome. SWPer Martirif one has no electorate?

| am arguing that we should only recRespect. Therefore to adopt such a poMarek. All the meetings so far of Re-Chapman stated on the Respect website:Of course, this points to another al-
ommend votes for candidates on theition is to deliberately seek a situation SPect in Wales have seen its SocialistVe would have preferred to have beeternative, one that Respect will no
conditionthat they commit themselveswhereby electoral support for Respect Workers Party leadership confidentlyon a joint list with Ron Davies, who hasdoubt spurn. That is to reject the logic
to stand for republicanism, open borders;an be withheld. This must be rejected.” 8SSert that negotiations were at an “adkelped to highlight the problems withof electoralism and the bonfire of prin-
and workers’ representation on a work- The statement deserves the most Carevanced stage”. So what went wrongNew Labour and who also seemed taiples that flows from it. Instead, cre-
er's wage: hence ‘conditional’. The resoful attention, because it is a direct answerDid Forward Wales pull out at the 11thunderstand the need for a united slate, bate clear red water between it and these
lution passed at aggregate imposes o lan's question, and goes right to the hour? _ , we have a brilliant set of candidates wheo-called progressive parties.
conditions, and simply calls for the “big-heart of the issue. Imposing these con- Infact, the truth is rather simpler. Everrepresent the grassroots of the anti-war Let's campaign for republicanism,
gest possible vote”, hence ‘uncondiditions is equivalent to withholding elec- SINce Marek shared a platform with Galand progressive movement” (April 9). open borders and a workers’ party.
tional’. | apologise unreservedly totoral supporonly if we have already loway in Cardiff in January, Respect Alas, if only this were so. For all its Above all, let's argue that there is an
anyone who was misled by this clearlylecided that the conditions will not be has spun the story of a deal beingttempts to create a wider basis of sugdternative to capitalism and it is called
dishonest use of these words. met And, as Marcus rightly says, for the Made. Yet at no stage did Marek eveport than that achieved by the Welsfsocialismi

Like lan, for instance. “It is perfectly conditions to be accepted would take amake acommitmentto Galloway. Indeedocialist Alliance, the SWP in Wales has Cameron Richards

obvious to any intelligent observer thatpolitical revolution” within Respect:
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ANTI-IMPERIALISM

Terrorism, alliances and

Are the Madrid bombers and al Qa’eda potential allies in the struggle against imperialism or reactionary ene
of the working classBlike Macnair gives a communist view

he Madrid train bombings have
seen a major outpouring of talk|
about terrorism. Of course, sincq

will to fight. It was itsmilitary achieve-

ment in cutting the Confederacy in half,

taken together with union general
September 9 2001 we have bee Ulysses S Grant's unceasing pursuit of

involved in the USA's ‘war on terror’; the Confederate army of Virginia, which

but individual large-scale terrorist out . . forced a surrender.

rages, like the Madrid train bombings 1 retdauid . A counter-argument which has been

the Bali night club bombings and 9/1 R Al e bt b heard (usually but not exclusively from
itself bring ‘terrorism’ to the fore of news | = s o el ST supporters of US policy) is that Madrid
and analysis. : (SR LRI shows that al-Qa’eda’s terror tactic

On the left, the Socialist Alliance dis-} =
cussion e-list has seen an argument e
tween comrades from the Alliance fo
Workers' Liberty and the Socialist Work-
ers Party about terrorism. This argumel
was sparked by the fact that the Musli
Association of Britain had promptly
condemned the Madrid train-bombings
as it did Bali and 9/11, while the SWP dig
not issue an outright condemnatiol i
because it is unwilling to appear to sid
with the oppressor and with the “rea
terrorists”, Bush and Blair. The AWL
comrades have insisted that this polic|
is an aspect of the unravelling of thq
SWP’s Marxism. Gerry Byrne’s article
‘Madrid, morals and moralism’ on the
AWL's website insists that we purge
ourselves of the poisons of Stalinisn
and “post-modern relativism” to retrieve]
a socialism based on human solidarit]

S | i ;i worked. The bombs induced large num-
1R S | | Bl | bersof Spanish voters to vote for the anti-
"
il ". mistaken. The People’s Party govern-
T R e ill ment attempted to blame the Basque
1 ] i ] Hh
LT 1ih{ 1111 (S]] H i
H :"ll- |“||I-.||.| A A £ g y | Euzkadi ta Askatasuna (Eta) in order to
Va1 e % | W el A .
1y <l LU L - . ! pense of its opponents (who were said
H ! et o [N to be ‘soft on Eta’), and kept doing so
HIIR o i even as it became increasingly clear that
{11 this was an al Qa'eda attack. It was pun-
11E{1 Bl ing to make party capital out of the
A M attack. If the PP ministers had held their
e 1
Qa’eda responsibility came out, then
campaigned around al Qa’eda and the
have won an increased majority.
These cold-blooded practical judg-
org). SWP comrades contributing to thg K e ; g i ; ] kb1 Killing other humans we judge to be,
SA e-list have argued that the term ‘ter] s . ool T e E,,,.._I,,! d other things apart, immoral. This is not

1N 1
il | war opposition. This is profoundly
HEHN LR | -
I HH IR : i f i nationalist guerrilla/terrorist group
01 R el ! make party-political capital at the ex-
GRS LT
ished at the polls fdying and attempt-
fire till the first evidence indicating al
il ‘war on terror’, they would probably
and dignity (see www.workersliberty.- 4 mentscarry with themmoral judgments.
rorism’ has become meaningless. uniquely Marxist, but a notion common

It might help clarify this discussion to Iffe to most, if not all, human societies, and
think a bit more about possible defini- | one which has profound instinctual
tions. Lt i grounds. But it is an equally common-
BT R 0 place idea that killing in self-defence or

Media-speak terrorism i I it in defence of someone else is morally
The media-speak/political spin definition st s justifiable. For people who are not paci-
of ‘terrorism’ is clearly as follows: September 11 2001: targeting civilians fists these moral justifications for killing
(1) military action involving the use of can be extended to certain wars: ie, wars
firearms or explosives; (2) which is deliberately targeted at civil-and so on. not to be drowned in blood, the majorityof self-defence and in defence of others
(2) by non-state actors - states are onigns primarily; (b) The second is the use of hostag@eeds to be willing if necessary to wag@gainst aggressive war.

called ‘terrorist’ by bourgeois politicians (3) with the aim of destroying the en-taking and collective responsibility asull-scale war against elements of the old Marxists are not pacifists. Our judg-
and the media by way of an allegatioremy’s morale - for example, by showingneans of control of a hostile civil popu-€lite. It is less clear either that the Bol4ments as to which wars are morally jus-
that they sponsor use of military forcethat its armed or ‘security’ forces candation, pioneered (in recent times) by theheviks’ use of terror tactics against retifiable start from different grounds from
by non-state actors; not protect the civilian population. British in the colonies, applied to theircalcitrant peasant villages could properlyhose of mainstream politicians, etc. We
(3) for political purposes (ordinary armed  Under this definition area bombing inoccupied territories by the Germans ibe called ‘majority-based’, or that it ac-start from class interests rather than the
robbers, the Mafia, etc are not referrevorld War Il was clearly terrorism, asWorld War |, and adopted by the Boltually achieved its goals. ‘national interest’. We accept openly
to in this way by politicians and thehas been much of the USAs bombingheviks as part of their strategy for con- that insurrections and civil wars may be
media); operations since (Vietnam and so ortjolling the middle classes and thdCold-blooded? justifiable. But we still make such judg-
(4) of which the speaker/writer disap-down to the invasion of Irag). So too, irpeasantry during the civil war. Both sides of these arguments - againgeents. Even when war is justifiable it will
proves. Thus al Qa’'eda are terroristpart, was union general William The classic Marxist critique of indi- ‘individual terrorism’, for ‘mass-based notjustifyuselessilling. Terrorismin the
now, but when they were fighting theTecumseh Sherman’s march throughidual terrorism type (a) is that: terror’ - may seem pretty cold-blooded core military sense is immoral because it
PDPAregime and the Soviets in AfghaniGeorgia in the American Civil War. (i) itis ineffective, since itis not individual This is entirely correct. The point of is pointless killing, and because it is a
stan were part of the ‘Afghan resistanceEqually the IRAS car-bombing cam-tyrants who are the problem, but thélarxism is not to develop elevatingwaste of human life. When a regular army
This last feature of the media-spealpaign in the 70s (and most clearly itsuling class as a whole and its regime (th@oral sentiments, either of sympathydoes this, itis properly called awar crime,
definition makes it completely worthlesscampaigns against commerce and on tiedividual assassinated is merely rewith the exasperation of the oppresseénd it should be called a war crime when
and means that the claim that a group enainland) was terrorist. So too are gblaced); who are ‘driven’ to individual terrorism irregular forces (like al Qa'eda) do it, too.
action is terrorist is a judgment on itSQa’eda’s operations, including 9/11, Balfii) it is counterproductive, since it legiti- by the absence of an alternative (SWP{*i . amgs _a=
political goals and nothing more. If, how-and Madrid; Israeli operations in themates the repressive measures of tbe of humanitarian horror at the loss ofi0als and justification
ever, this element were removed, the résccupied territories and Lebanon; Palregime; and human life in terrorism and warfareMy argument so far has been about ter-
maining definition would be equally estinian suicide bombing attacks on Isfiii) (most fundamentally) we consider(AWL). We can have the elevating moralrorism as a means. It has thus presup-
clearly ideological and unjustifiable, raeli civilians; and the bombs directedhat “the emancipation of the workingsentiments without Marxism. They areposed that the goal of the terrorist act is
since it would amount to no more tharagainst shia religious events and leadalass is the task of the working class itpolitically impotent. The point of Marx- one Marxists share. No-one on the left
an assertion that the use of military forcers in Iraq. self’, not of self-appointed military ‘sav-ism is to think practically about how it is has any difficulty at all in condemning
by non-state actors is wrong under any In contrast IRA attacks on police staiours from on high’. On the contrary, thepossible to bring all this shit to an endterrorist acts committed by the far right,
circumstances: ie, the 17th century phitions and army patrols in the past andocialism which is our goal is only posThat means thinking cold-bloodedlylike the Milan and Bologna train-bomb-
losopher Thomas Hobbes'’s defence ahe analogous attacks in present-dasible on the basis of the action of thabout real constraints on economic anitigs (and others) in Italy in the 1970s or
tyranny. Irag on the US occupiers and the pupworking class majority. political dynamics and about the fact thaterman army and SS massacres of civil-
This media-speak definition has ob-pet police force, etc are not terrorism, but Trotsky’s argument iferrorism and some forms of resistance to oppressiotans in World War Il. Few have much
viously got nothing to do with the op- ordinary guerrilla warfare. The deathcommunisnwas thatmajority-based work and others do not. difficulty in condemning colonial terror-
position of Marxists around 1900 to theand injuries to civilians are collateral, justterrorism’ of type (b) above - hostages When we apply this method to ‘coreism (eg, English air-raids, including use
‘individual terrorism’ of the Russian as they are in military operations beand collective responsibility - was notmilitary terrorism’ - ie, attacks deliberately of chemical weapons, on Iraqi villages
group, Narodnaya \olya (People’s Will), tween regular state armies. subject to these objections. It was merebargeted on civilians in order to under-between the two world wars).
and the old-time anarchists, or with the ) . a type of warfare, and to renounce it mine morale - the overwhelming evidence At the same time, Marxists do not
debate Trotsky was engaged in when HVlarxism and terrorism when the Whites had already begun tis that it does not work. US terrorist bomb-condemn all military action, or all military
wrote Terrorism and communisin  The classic Marxist debates were naise terror against the masses in Finlamay of Vietnam utterly failed in its objects. action by non-state actors. There is

1920. directed at terrorism in this core sensim December 1917 - was to renounce aiorld War Il saw experiments on thenothing odd or hypocritical about this,
_— . but at two related, but peripheral phepossibility of resisting the attempts of théargest scale with terrorist bombing agis opponents of Marxism sometimes

Military terrorism nomena. minority (the former ruling elite) to co- an instrument for attacking morale - firstsuggest. As | have already pointed out,

There is available an alternative defini{a) The first is ‘individual terrorism’: ie, erce and terrorise the majority. by the Nazi regime in the English ‘Blitz’ anymoral or political judgment on kill-

tion with a military core, which is much assassinations of individual political fig- The overwhelming majority of the his-and in Russia, and then by the USA aniihg which is not purely pacifist involves

more useful than that employed by theires identified as tyrants or public offi-torical evidence of successful and urBritain in area-bombing. They were com-a judgment about its purpose. It hardly
media. Under this alternative, terrorisncials of tyrannical states, as practised bguccessful revolutions, from the late 16tplete failures. Going further back, thelies in the mouths of those who - for ex-
is: Narodnaya Volya, and more recently bgentury Dutch Revolt onward, supportgffect of Sherman’s march through Georample - supported Afghan ‘resistance
(1) military action (as above); the Red Army Fraction, Brigade Rossgart of this argument: if the revolution isgia was to strengthen the Confederate$ghters’ in the 1980s to condemn Marx-
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class independence

ists for ‘hypocrisy’ in using the goals of tary production. If nationalists (islamists)works/1920/dictatorvs/ch04.htm). Kuomintang, butindependentlyof voting lobby as the Tories. It is the
military action as part of the grounds ofvish to restore the strength and au- The fact that we prefer persuasion tthem. They were then in a position td_abour leadership, not the left, which
political judgment on that action. tonomy of the nation (the faith) theyviolence relates back to two pointdight againstthe Kuomintang when the has accused the rebels of betrayal by
need to have an arms production capaerhich | have already made. First: Marx-Japanese were defeated. That the CG@®@ting in common with the Tories.
Al Qa’eda ity which can do more than merely irri-ist socialism - communism in its propeiitself became a peasant-based nationélnder these circumstances, however,
The AWL's approach to Madrid andtate the imperialists (the crusaders). Thesense - is not about an enlightened mist formation does not alter the fact thathe class political independenoaf
other al Qa'eda terrorist attacks is partlyvill be driven towards maintaining indus-nority reshaping the world. It is aboutits judgment in the 1930s was right anghe workers’ movement is critical. We
governed by its view that al Qa'eda (andry, and thus a sort of semi-capitalisthe large majority taking control of ourStalin’s wrong. Many years later, the CCHhave to say, as loudly as possible:
indeed, Arab nationalist formations likenationalism. own lives collectively and individually. advised the Indonesian communists tthough we and the Lib Dems (or even
the Iraqi Ba’'ath party) are reactionary But as long as there is industry therét present communists in this sense agubordinate themselves to the natiorthe BNP) are both marching against the
anti-capitalist - in effedascist- organi-  will be a proletariat - and with it markets,a small minority everywhere. Our task, ifalists led by Sukarno. The result was thatar, we do so for radically different
sations. Thus the AWL sees only thosghich undermine household petty propwe are to achieve our aims, iprsuade in 1965-66 the Indonesian communistseasons; though we and the Tories are
goals, as well as means (terrorism)erty, and a labour market, which underthe majority. were massacred in a military coup led byoth voting against top-up fees, their
which Marxists oppose. The SWP’smines the old authority of husband, Second: killing other people withoutthe right wing of the nationalist move-opposition is mere opportunism; and
approach is partly governed by the adather and priest/imam. The petty-proprivery good reasons is wrong and is genment with the backing of the USA. Butso on.
sessment that al Qa’'eda and similagtor nationalists’ hatred of the capitaliserally understood to be wrong. The cor¢his does not mean, either in China in the In other words, wean have epi-
jihadi formations in a confused way rep-destruction of the old social order willexamples of generally accepted ‘veryL930s or in Indonesia in the 1950s to earlyodic united action with people and
resent aranti-imperialistmovement. thus be displaced onto the proletariaggood reasons’ for killing are self-defencel 960s, that communists’ primary taskparties who, strategically, we oppose,
Thus the SWP sees primarily goaldn this form nationalism - whether impe-and the defence of others. These themas to fight the nationalists arms inwho represent classes opposed to the
which Marxists would support. Both of rialist or colonial - becomes an agencyrovide the best grounds for commuhand. It was to endeavour to persuadeorking class, and against whom, in
these analyses are profoundly unhelmf mobilisation of the petty proprietorsnists, or the workers’ movement moreas many as possible of them to come ovether circumstances, we will fight arms

ful. and their lowest edge, the ‘criminalgenerally, to use force. Suppose, for exe the workers’ movement, while still pre-in hand. But we have to combine this
Al Qa'eda has a goal which Marxistsclass’, against the proletariat. This aspeetmple, that communists won a larggaring,in case it became necessay limited united action with vigorous
share: that muslims and muslim countriesf petty-proprietor nationalism wasmajority at an election and proceeded ttake up arms against them. political opposition and with warning

should not be colonially dominated bytransparent in the role of the catholic antiereate laws to bring in a radical-demo- This may seem to have taken ushe workers that our temporary and
christians and christian countries, or bgemites in late 19th and early 20th cereratic republic, expropriate the major capisome way from our starting point. Butpartial allies are not to be trusted, and
jews or the one jewish country in thetury Europe and in their descendantalists and so on. If no-one resisted thesbe principles are equally applicable tahat it may, in future, be necessary to
world, Israel. Its immediate goals - USEuropean fascism. But it has beeffaws by force, there would be no reasojihadi islamist groups which practiseuse force to defend the workers’ move-
withdrawal from the Arabian peninsulaequally visible in the destruction of theto use force against anyone. In practicerrorism. To the extent that thesenent against people who are now mo-
and the Persian Gulf, and a Palestinie@ommunist Party in Indonesia at thethat is not very likely. The capitalist elitegroups are attacking, or will attack, thementary allies. Equally, we have to
state - are also ones we share. We shédrands of secular nationalists, and thexpect their ‘rights’ to be protected byworkers’ movement or are attemptingcombine it with a rigorous and consist-
these goal because we are opposed wdern role of the islamists in Turkey, inforce through the law. They already simto take control of the streets, we fighent defence of the independent inter-
all forms of domination and inequality. Algeria and most spectacularly in Irarply disobey the law where it suits themfor organised workers’ self-defence ests of the working class: which implies
But this carries with it the crucial fact thatsince 1979. There are no doubt othesuch as when the law relating to th&Ve do not place trust in the existinghe right to organise, nationally and in-
we arealso opposed to domination of colonial examples. As a result, if we urgeSunday opening of shops was ignoredapitalist states (eg, the US-UK occuternationally, and the rights of women
muslims over christians or jews, and t¢he workers’ movement to give ‘critical on a large scale in the 1980s. They uggers of Irag; let alone the US-UK’sand youthas againsipetty-proprietor
inequality within muslim countries - suchsupport’ to nationalist (islamist) move-force against strikers routinely overseasvar on terror’ measures at home) tgatriarchs. This approach applies to
as the claims of thelama the islamic ments, we risk preparing a holocaust aéind occasionally in Britain, and woulddefend the working class against théhe islamists just as much as it does to
scholars, to determine truth; or chattethe workers. have little hesitation in doing so againstslamists, etc. To the extent that we arether petty-proprietor parties.
slavery (which is authorised by the There is, however, another side to tha communist majority. At this point the not forced to fight them arms in hand, The bulk of the left is startlingly un-
Qu'ran as well as by the sharia); or theoin. This is thabecauseetty-proprie- use of force against them, up to and inve endeavour tpersuadethem that able to grasp this simple approach. The
various forms of women'’s oppressiortor nationalism is utopian, afcause cluding civil war, would be a matter oftheir approach to politics is a deadeasons for this inability are too com-
which were originally part of or have one aspect of its goals - an end to colself-defence. end. Terrorist bombing operations, likeplex for full discussion here. They in-
grown up within islamic societies. Al nial or neo-colonial domination - is It follows that even in relation to far- 9/11, Bali and Madrid, fall into the first clude failure to think seriously about
Qa'eda and othgihadi tendencies, on shared by Marxists, many individualright nationalist organisations like thecategory. The workers’ movementhe interests of the petty proprietors as
the other hand, see the road to endimyilitants and even whole groups havéritish National Party our primary tasksneeds to develojps ownself-defence a class; dogmatic attachment to the
imperialist domination (‘the crusade’) asn the past been won from nationalisnare tasks opersuadingpeople who against these attacks. Unlike the USwunited front’ and ‘popular front’ cat-
lying throughthe restoration of the to Marxism. This was the origin of mostmight vote for them that nationalism andJK’s ‘war on terror’, such a self-de- egories used in communist debates of
‘islamic social order’, through the Qu'ranof the communist parties in the coloniaracism do not represent a political alterfence could be conducted within thehe 1920s and 1930s; and the poison-
and the sharia as guides to action. Thigorld. In a certain sense the seeds everative to the existing order. It is only in-framework of recognising the legiti- ous effects of inner-party monolithism
is a goal Marxists oppose and will, ifof the Russian Bolsheviks came fronsofar as they attempt to ‘conquer thenate grievances against the US-lednd petty-bureaucratic interests on the
necessary, fight against arms in hand.Narodnaya \olya. If, however, we makestreets’ or to terrorise workers’ or minor-world order articulated by islamists,character of organisations’ alliances.
a simple equation between forms of coty groups through organised violenceand fighting alongside them - but in-A critical element, however, is the re-
lonial nationalism and fascism, so thafCombat 18, etc) that our tasks becom#ependently of them - against thes@&isal tothink strategically about how

Pet_ty'p'?p"eto' our only task in relation to the nationalthose of forcible self-defence againsgrievances. to achieve the positive goals of the
nationalism ists is to support anyone who fightghem. workers’ movementor example, for

The underlying problem is that fascisnthem arms in hand, we rule out winning At the same time, we argue that th&80-20, 20-80 (or 10-90) the SWP there is nothing but an end-
and colonial nationalism are both, ideonationalists to Marxism. workers’ movement should place no trusThe Socialist Alliance was widely saidless succession of short-term tactics to

logically, forms of petty-proprietor na- How, then, to escape from this douin the capitalist state to protect it againsio operate on the basis of the ‘80-20build the SWP and a romanticised im-
tionalism. Both politically represent theble-bind? There are two keys. The firsthe actual or potential violence of nationprinciple: ie, that the groups and indi-age of ‘revolution’; for the AWL all
petty proprietors - peasants, small trads the distinction in our own tasks asalists or reactionary forces. In all historividuals of the socialist left should actpolitical judgments resolve into moral
ers, artisans and small businesses - aadmmunists and the tasks of the workeal instances of nationalist violencein common on the 80% of ideas orjudgments made in complete abstrac-
the intelligentsia (petty proprietors ofers’ movement between tasks of persuaections of the state security apparatwshich we agree, while discussingtion from questions of what will not
intellectual property). This class is insion and military tasks. The second iiave been either actual participants idemocratically (or, in one version,and what might work.
historical terms a class of the past. Itgelated to the first, and concerns the prolits organisation (as in Italy in the 1970spgreeingnot to discuss) and, if nec- Both approaches in different ways
apogee wabeforecapitalism, which lem of united action where there is lim-or ‘friendly neutrals’ towards it. The essary, acting independently on theeduce the tasks of the working class
tends to split it up into capitalists propeited agreement and wider disagreementiorkers’ movement needs - as | have0% on which we disagree. The printo ‘taking sides’ in relation to initiatives
and wage-slaves (though there ar . already said - its own independent ceeiple is transparently correct. It is comdaunched by parties and movements of
counter-tendencies which mean that th&eacefully if we can pacity for defensive violence. monly understood on the left also tather classes. In the case of the SWP
petty proprietors remain an importantPeacefully if we can, forcefully if we ~ Communists thus call for the work-apply to more limited campaigns - likethis can have the superficial appear-
class even in the most developed capinust.” This phrase, taken (originally)ers’ movement to organise and trainhe anti-war movement - where theance of taking initiatives, where the
talist countries). The result is that pettyfrom the left wing of the Chartists, canfor self-defencgsee, for example, lan participants in the campaign agree o8WP substitutes itself foleft social
proprietor politics tends to look be found in this paper’s ‘What we fightDonovan's article on the miners’ Greamuch less. In this situation we can agiemocracy (Socialist Alliance), anar-
backwards with nostalgia to a lostfor column. It expresses the fact that weStrike -Weekly WorkeMarch 18). We together on the basis of, say, 10%hists (Globalise Resistance), liberals
golden age before the coming of capitado notpreferthe course of violence. fight for such self-defence organisaagreement, while remaining free to ar{Anti-Nazi League and Unite Against
Hence the German nationalists looke&ven in Trotsky'sTerrorism and com- tions to grow into workers’ militia, and gue and act separately on the remaifrascism) or ‘the anti-war movement’
to the Teutons who defeated Rome anhunismwhich is almost a manifesto ofargue that “As the circumstances aling 90% of disagreement. The generdRespect).
to Frederick Barbarossa; the Italians tthe need for violence and majority-basetbw, the working class must equip it-principle is, in fact, the basis of any Again, this may seem to have taken us
arevival of Rome. Hence islamism lookgerror in revolutions, we can find the fol-self with the most advanced, mostlemocratic political action. some way from the question of terrorism.
to the caliphate (sunni) or the imamatéowing: “If our November revolution had destructive weaponry available” It oughtto be obvious that this ap-But this is not the case. The SWP’s and
(shia). Within this context, petty-propri- taken place a few months, or even a fe@Draft programme§83.7, http://www.- proach applies equally to the partie®WL's judgments orjihadi islamist ter-
etor politics is opposed both to capitalveeks, after the establishment of the rulepgb.org.uk/documents/cpgb/of the petty bourgeoisie and even, imor, with which we began, reflect exactly
and to the working class. of the proletariat in Germany, France angrog_demands.html#3_7). Self-deappropriate circumstances, of théghe same methods. Islamists amh
The goals of petty-proprietor nation-England, there can be no doubt that odience remains the starting point.  bourgeoisie. Thus, for example, themisguided anti-imperialists (SWhd
alism in general are utterly utopian. ltrevolution would have been the most This reasoning applies with equalLiberal Democrats turned out on theutopian-reactionaries who if they ob-
aims simultaneously to restore thépeaceful’, the most ‘bloodless’ of all strength both in the colonial world andbig February 15 2003 anti-war demontained power would crush the workers’
strength and autonomy of the nationpossible revolutions on this sinful earthwhere what is involved is open war. Thestration: quite correctly, no-one onmovement (AWL). Communists need to
and to restore the old social order ifBut this historical sequencahe most Chinese Communist Party under Maghe left suggested that the left shouldight both for united action with them in
which workers, women and youth ‘knewnatural’ at the first glance, and, in any rightly rejected Stalin’s advice that in theorganise to try to drive them away bythe very limited cases where it is possi-
their place’. However, the global ascendease, the most beneficial for the Russidight of the Japanese invasion of Chingorce. Equally, the Tories have enble,andto struggle against their politics
ancy of capital and hence of the imperiworking class- found itself infringed - they should subordinate their independgaged in demagogic opportunist opand fight for workers’ self-defence or-
alist powers flows from the greatemot through our fault, but through theent armed forces to those of theosition to top-up fees, and rebebanisations which could defeat any at-
productive capacity of the capitalist sowill of events” (emphasis added,Kuomintang nationalists. They foughtLabour MPs have as a result foundacks they launch on the workers’
cial order. The sharp edge of this is miliwww.marxists.org.uk/archive/trotsky/ against the Japanesdongsidethe themselves going through the samenovementl
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again, so are Tony Blair, Charleswith being British.” We can see that comrade: W€ communists
Kennedy and Michael Howard. SoDave Osler was not too impressed by Trew
‘argue that
ideology then? No, of course not. But what But for communists and socialists there i H H -
this shows is that anti-racism - like democa kernel otruth to Phillips’s words. The ide- inultlculturallsm
egory or ideology. Scientific socialism wouldandanti-integrationalist, acting to erode clasg, - - _
not be scientific if it did not aim to go beyondpolitics and class identity. Since the late 1970|nst|tut|onal|sed
This brings us to the long simmering delishmentsracialisation of local government, @
bate over multiculturalism. Does it automatiacting under the guise of official anti-racisnbtat =
cally follow that anti-racists are alsoor ‘political correctness’. Concretely, the bur: e-isa
multiculturalists? Is multiculturalism just an-geoning corrupt culture of anti-racist jobber;gundamenta“y
Workers Party comrades, for instance, theommunity centre - with maybe some nimb
answer is obvious - since the experience @fill-time posts?) gave the council bosses a d
an
positive” (Socialist WorkeDecember 21 have ruled overival supplicant groups, each - ry -
2001). The editor ofribune Mark Seddon, defined on the basis of so-called ethnicijdfaCtice of which
Guardian “The opposite of multiculturalism class was split-up into white British, Irish,
is the monoculturalism that defined Britain inAsian, Asian-British, West Indian, Jewish g H H ”
s the monoculturalism that defined rita nternationalism
places like the Falklands or the white suburtiShinese, Viethamese, Somali, etc - and near
rveon the left or not, would endorse such prangly, the local government bosses - and theilacpherson. Our comrades, like many oth-
pblumulticulturalists sentiments. backers in Whitehall - were all too happy t@rs on the left, did not have the theory or cour-
ticulturalism - like the institutionalised anti-ence’, as this effectively put the kibosh oreritique of the establishment’s bourgeois anti-
etdiacism of the state - is a fundamentallyhe development of class consciousness aratism, as this would have meant confront-
of which acts as aval to our international-  The ideologues of multiculturalism pro-central dogmas - that the bourgeois state, or
ism. Yet this in no way means that we are indded a handy philosophical well from whichcapitalism, is inherently racist.
ssRolitical-cultural nuances that surround th@eeded. One of the best - and perhaps noRarekh’s report. The bourgeoisie cameet
ofMulticultural debate. rious - examples was the 2000 governmeradly be multiculturalists - can they? In the
sparked off by an interview that appeared twand published under the good auspices géoisie or ruling class say that they are pro-
weeks ago iThe Time$April 3) with Trevor  the Runnymede Trusthe future of multi- multiculturalists then either they are lying
rgot of the rightwing press. In this interviewreport's signatories). Here we see the doctrifeearted about it. Hence comrade Hassan
he current chairman of the Commission foof multiculturalism at its most extreme andMahamdallie wrote irSocialist Worker
thing of avolte-faceby severely criticising, if phrases about Britain becoming “a commuBritain] are exactly the same people who at-
not renouncing, multiculturalism. Hitherto thenity of communities” and, at the very least, itacked the Macpherson report into the
s one of its leading advocates. division and disintegration. says that there is a ‘multicultural drift’ in so-
He toldThe Timethat multiculturalismwas ~ Somewhat predictably, upon publicatiortiety in general. It means by this that on a day
ess” between communities - it was now utially applauded by the SWP - the only probgroups tend to mix together. The report says
gent to “assert a core of Britishness” becausem with it, as far as our comrades werstate institutions should speed up this proc-
the 1960s and 1970s”. He added that mulBound familiar? Yes, this was almost exactiions of multiculturalism.
ulturalism stood for the wrong things: “Whathe same way it greeted the Macpherson re-“There are two faults with this argument.
reach an integrated society, one in whichy attempting to out-Macphersonintegrated with one another has not been due
people are equal under the law, where there
B 10 |nterestingly, and topically, Phillips fo- - -
eXeused on the situation of young muslims ir FI ghtl n g fu nd
trinated by extremists” who told them they
would never be part of British society, be:
stressed: “The first thing we must do is ca
them British again and again and again. Te |
them.” I omrade TR doesn't have a standrotched up 8,325 hits, but once again we
Minor mayhem erupted when this inter-

- e e - but he still remembers to send usility. It's really so easy using a credit or
outrage that a major liberalistic shibboleth hal 5 cheque every month. As usual, | haveebit card and it would help ensure that
been slain. On the other, the likes of Normah

he Dail i wel d Phillios's ° | thank him for his generosity. ously find so useful continues.
theDaily Mail welcomed Phillips's ‘conver- However, not everyone has such reli- Nevertheless, thanks to the comrades
sion’. A sinner repents! So Phillips attempte|
“\v __to their annual resubscriptions, while otheur April total now stands at £310. Let's

for the same newspaper, where he says: “Itis grs send us the occasional one-off. But, fiy to bust right through our £500 target
important to differentiate the idea of a

. . e et basis and in a way you probably won't Robbie Rix
Britain, from multiculturakn? (original em- even notice, there’s nothing like a stand-

One way to respond to Phillips's argumer - anq it's for a sum thas noticeable - £60.
tation is just to damn him as a reactionary ard aAnd much appreciated it is too!
Soordingtor ofOp,eration BlackWatch, fumed | 5y, appealing to again. Last week we
Trevor’s remark’s have opened the flood-

ommunists are anti-racists. TherAfrican, Caribbean or muslim is incompatible,
are we subscribing to a bourgeoi$hillips’s comments either (see opposite).
racy itself - is an essentialgontestectat- ology of multiculturalism has been divisivelike the
the mere surface appearance of things. if not earlier, we have witnessed the estab- - -
nti-racism of the
other word for anti-racism? For our Socialisend ‘regeneration’ grant handouts (fancy .
ourgeois ideology,
multiculturalism has been “overwhelminglyweaponagainstthe working class. Councils the theo
echoes this view in a recent letterftbe This tick-box anti-racism ensured that our, =
acts as rival to our
the 1950s, much as it probably still does iBengali (northern and southern of course,!,
of Australia” (April 13). Many others, whetherendless sub-divisions thereof. Unsurpris-
han However, we communists argue that mulpromote the virtues of ‘diversity’ and ‘differ- age to develop an independpnbletarian
tindPourgeois ideology, the theory and practicelassunity. ing and confounding one of the SWP’s
sensitive to the definitional complexities andhe government could draw upon when Ditto with multiculturalism and Lord
gh- The current round of soul-searching wasponsored inquiry headed by Lord ParekBWP thought-world, if members of the bour-
Phillips, the “race relations chief” - to use thesthnic Britain(Trevor Phillips was one of the bastards or - at best - they can only be half-
Racial Equality appears to have done somdamaging. This large report was stuffed witliThose attackingThe future of multi-ethnic
Caribbean-born Phillips had been regardegas a recipe for communalist and separatiStephen Lawrence scandal .... The report
ut of date because it encouraged “separafiie future of multi-ethnic Britaiwas essen- to day basis people of different ‘ethnic’
we find ourselves in “a different world from concerned, was that it ‘did not go far enoughéss through legislation and positive declara-
n_
selfye should be talking about now is how weport into the murder of Stephen Lawrence Firstly, the way in which black and white have
are some shared values.”
partbe UK, claiming that they were being “indoc-
n - n
cause of their colour and religion. Phillips Stan d I n g ap p reCI atl O n
them they are British muslims and we acce it
view appeared. On the one hand, howls of ing order with thé\Veekly Worker got no web donations via our PayPal fa-
. X ~orne  received his donation of £55 and, as us i i i
Tebbit and the half-mad Melanie Phillips ir ived hi i usuahe service all you internet readers obvi
S “etl ) ; able memories. Some comrades add a bitentioned above, plus BP, LK and RF,
to clarify his position in a follow-up interview
; : . o ou really want to help us on a regulathi - ith it!
multicultural society, which is a fact of life in you y b u gulathis month - we could do with it
phasis, April 10). ing order. MM has had one for some time
apostate - or worse. Thus Simon Woolley, '3~ gt jts really all those web readers who
gates to bigotry. Many people think being
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What we
fight for

[/ Our central aim is the organisation of communists, revolu-

to a ‘drift'. It has been the result of battles thaibgether by the universal bond of class corf
have taken place largely at the base of soeronality. (Which is not to say that it would
ety .... Secondly, the report looks to the vemot be excellent indeed if workers of Somal
institutions that are part of the problem for th&engali or Bulgarian origin were reading - an
solution to racism. It asks the government tenjoying - William Shakespeare, or Milton §
declare itself ‘anti-racist’. Yet this is a governin the original English.) ;

ment that has passed anti-immigration con- This message is not new, of course. In th§§ e tionary socialists, anti-capitalists and all politically advanced
trols that have boosted racism. Studies hagentext, the 69-page Cantle report publish : | workers into a Communist Party. Without organisation the
shown for decades that major employers dig the wake of the so-called ‘race riots’ tha i ' - working class is nothing; with the highest form of organisa-
criminate against black workers, yet only @rupted two years ago in Burnley, Bradforgl, =+ =8 ‘ tionitis everything.

handful a year are taken to court. The idea thand Oldham takes on some importance. BE= ; Nar- ! The Provisional Central Committee organises members
1 of the Communist Party, but there exists no real Commu-

nist Party today. There are many so-called ‘parties’ on the
left. In reality they are confessional sects. Members who
disagree with the prescribed ‘line’ are expected to gag them-
selves in public. Either that or face expulsion.

[| Communists operate according to the principles of demo-
cratic centralism. Through ongoing debate we seek to
achieve unity in action and a common world outlook. As
long as they support agreed actions, members have the
right to speak openly and form temporary or permanent
factions.

[I Communists oppose the neo-conservative war plans of
the Project for the New American Century and all imperial-
istwars but constantly strive to bring to the fore the funda-
mental question - ending war is bound up with ending capi-

approach of the ‘carrot and the stick’ will notof multiculturalism, in many ways this docu
work. For 40 years and more black organisament supplied the template for the ‘new p
tions have been saying that the police ateotism’ of Phillips and others. Just like him,
racist to the core, yet the police are still allowethe report’s intended crusade was to imp3
to get away with racist stop and searches, aachew feeling of national belonging - we al
black deaths in custody” (October 21 2000need to learn to love the monarchy and t
As the above passage clearly reveals, thenevolent UK state. The document declarg
SWP’s comrade Mahamdallie jusssumes that “a meaningful concept of ‘citizenship’
that multiculturalism is a progressive ideologyeeds establishing and championing”
that acts to integrate the white and blacwhich is to be “based on a few common pri
working class. ciples that are shared and observed by
It is worthwhile examining the recent com-sections of the community”. Suggestions fd
ments of Tarig Modood, professor of sociol“common elements of nationhood” includg
ogy at Bristol University, who was also arespect for the law, support for women’
signatory to the Parekh report. Professaights, respect for religious differences, etq talism. 5 ) L .
Modood suggested that Phillips “was in dan- Notoriously, the report went on to demand== || Communists are internationalists. Everywhere we strive
ger of arguing for assimilation rather than inthat “immigrants should adopt norms of Brit-Trevor Phillips: parched and pinched for the closest unity and agreement of working class and
tegration” (seeThe TimesApril 10). ish life and speak better English”. That logic progressive parties of all countries. We oppose every mani-
Unfortunately, this is a very common, thouglted directly to Cantle’s prime recommendaBunting is certainly in tune though with the ~ festation of national sectionalism. Itis an intemationalist
erroneous, viewpoint - that is, theunter-  tion - that a ‘loyalty test’ was required, whichBlairite line of recent years, which has been to duty to uphold the principle, ‘One state, one party'. To the
poising of integrationalism and assimila-should take the form of a clear “statement gfush faith schools in the name of ‘promoting ©Xtentthatthe European Union becomes a state then that
tionalism. But for communists the idea thaallegiance” (or a US-style “oath of alle-excellence’ - the argument being that itis wrong  Mecessitates EU-wide trade unions and a Communist Party
we are faced with a dichotomous choice bejiance”) to the UK state. In order to get youto deny parents of non-christian religions the of the EU.
tween the two concepts is arrant nonsendggritish passport, you will need to demon-opportunity to send their children to a faith " The working class mustbe organised globally. Withouta
Indeed, it is surely the case that there can brate “a clear primary loyalty to this nation”.school in the state system. Bizarrely, the very &lobal Communist Party, a Communist Intemational, the
no real integratiomvithoutassimilation and - As we know, the establishment has now irsame people have also been heard to say thatStuggle against capital is weakened and lacks coordina-
cardinally - the actual fight for assimilation.troduced this “statement of allegiance”to expand the number of denominational and i . .
Thus the real debate that needs to be hadaiich two months ago saw no other thafaith-based institutions is somehow to ‘pro- | Communists have nointerestapart from the working class
around whasort of assimilation we fight for, prince Charles himself preside over the UK'snote inclusiveness’ - talk about having your asawhole. They differ only in recoghising the importance
not whether assimilation is desirable. Obvivery first - and gruesome - citizenship cermulticulturalist cake and eating it. of Marxism as a guide to practice. That theory is no dogma,
ously, for us communists the assimilation wemony. But we communists say away wathfaith- but mustbe constantly added to and enriched.
are fighting for one is one that is democratic Communists treat such nationalistic ritubased schools and colleges. Just look at the | Capitalism in its ceaseless search for profit puts the fu-
and voluntary - which originatéom below als and ceremonies with contempt. We alsBritish-Asian youth in the northern towns  tureof humanity atrisk. Capitalism is synonymous with war,
and not from above. utterly reject the ‘cure’ offered up by pro-mul-and cities - the object of so much concern in Pollution, exploitation and crisis. As a global system capi-
That, of course, is what brings us directlyiculturalist die-hards like Madelainethe Cantle report and in the Trevor Phillips's talism can only be superseded globally. All forms of na-
into conflict with the parched and pinchedBunting, who writes: “But the way forward Timesinterview. With their broad and distinc- ~ tionalistsocialism are reactionary and anti-working class.
vision outlined by Trevor Phillips - not tois unlikely to be the ‘integration’ recently tive accents, they sound, and are, as British "' The capitalist class will never willingly allow their wealth
mention Norman Tebbit and unbalancedalled for by Trevor Phillips, the chair of theas Yorkshire pudding ar@oronation Street ~ and power to be taken away by a parliamentary vote. They
Daily Mail hacks. Phillips’s “core” British Commission for Racial Equality. It smacks todVe now havenewways to be British and =~ Willresistusingevery means at their disposal. Communists
values seem to revolve around the bardjuch of assimilation. What British muslimsAsian. That is surely something to be cel- favourusing parliamentand winning the biggest possible
queen and country. In other words, Phillipsieed ismore of their owrschools, better- ebrated, not condemned or reversed. working class representation. But workers must be read-
and his co-thinkers want migrant workers toesourced mosques and community organi- Communists eagerly look forward to the led to make revolution - peacefully if we can, forcibly if we
‘assimilate’ the values affficial/establish- sations and British-educated imans” (myoluntary and democratic merging of all the ~must

mentBritain, with its boundless nationalemphasisThe Guardiampril 12). peoples, nationalities and cultures of the | Communists fight for extreme democracy in all spheres
myths and inventions. There is no room here We need this like we need a hole in the headorid [ of society. Democracy must be given a social content.
for our proletarian, progressive Britain - held'he pernicious separatism advocated by Eddie Ford || We will use the most militant methods objective circum-

stances allow to achieve a federal republic of England,
Scotland and Wales, a united, federal Ireland and a United
States of Europe.

Why Trevor is far right e,

J ust too damn genteel to stanley-knifgeriences will an alienated Asian youth in age to avoid Britain'&onzentrationslager oppression, combating racism and chauvinism, and the strug

h ) ) L I - y ¥ ) gle for peace and ecological sustainability are justas much
an unaccompanied asylum-seeker doog-standard comprehensive in a high-uigulag to life on less-than-income suppjr‘[ working class questions as pay, frade union Hghts and de-

the way home from the kebab shop aftesmployment northern town have in commobenefit levels, all the time under the threafjof Iands for ighquality health hotsihg and oducation
kicking-out time? Why not use your broadwith - and hey, let's pluck an example totallyseeing their kids trundled away if their app}i- 7 Socialism re ':'ese nts victo ? in the battle for democ;ac
sheet column to beat up on every immigramit random here - a politically-connectedation is finally rejected? Itis the rule ofpﬂlewo vk cI;yss. Socialism s either demz:
in Britain all at once instead? Congratulaformer television executive currently pulling It's not that most Labour Party membets cratic or. as with Sialin'snsgovi et Union. ittums into its o
tions! You have met the liberal intellectuadown a six-figure salary as the head of a raeee actually racists, when it comes downjto site. ! ? Ppo-
head-hunters. relations quango? it. The problem is, the whole Third Waly
New Labour is in headlong retreat over Then increasingly batty ex-feministcrew - not just Goodhart, Phillips, Phillip:
racism. And people once associated witMelanie Phillips - no relation to the CommisToynbee and Blunkett, but the likes of F
the left are providing the theoretical justifi-sion for Racial Equality chief, presumably ter Mandelson and Anthony Giddens ps
cation. Imagine a broadcast on Radio Millesteps in to “welcome” these arguments tavell - have been mesmerised by the risq of | All who accept these principles are urged to join the
Collines - suitably laden with polite eupheher Daily Mail readership, even neo-fascism on mainland Europe. CommunistParty, princlp e s
mism and read out in an awfully, awfullycommending her namesake for being They theorise that much of the far righfs )
Balliol-boy accent, of course - and you getorave”. To cap it all, former SDPer Pollyelectoral Support COmes from fOrMEr CE  m mm mmm mm e e o e e e e s e e ey
|

the picture. Toynbee writes a supportive polemic titlecdocial democratic voters. Probably thatjis
SoProspecieditor David Goodhart gets ‘Why Trevor is right’. All on first name terms correct. Yet instead of trying to promoteja BeCO| I le a
a two-page spread ithe Guardiarto ago- in this little circle. But shouldn't that be ‘Why left agenda that disarms discrimination py [ -
nise over his ‘progressive dilemma’ theoryTrevor is far right’, Polly? connecting with real working class cog- | c ‘t P ty
Several thousand posh words are devotedMeanwhile, cabinet ministers freely emcerns, they argue that Labour needgto | ommunls tar

[I Socialism is the first stage of the worldwide transition to
communism - a system which knows neither wars, exploita-
tion, money, classes, states nornations. Communismis gen-
eral freedom and the real beginning of human history.

[

to the neo-Powellite proposition that theploy the sort of language that hasn't emdsead off neo-fascism at the pass by getfng
working class is too thick to tolerate furthemnated from mainstream politicians for aimostough on immigration’.
immigration. three decades. David Blunkett speaks of Sadly, there are two major flaws with thfs
Next up is Trevor Phillips, a manwho alliedBritain being “swamped” by people of a dif-strategy. The first is, it doesn’t work. Nic
with the old Communist Party as a 70s stderent culture. The last person to talk like thagriffin will always make a more convincin
dent politician and supporter of black comwas Maggie Thatcher, when | was still a zitracist than David Blunkett, no matter h
munity self-defence against the Nationatovered teenage punk rocker spinningard Blunkett tries to goosestep. The sgc-
Front. These days he turns up in the MuBuzzcocks 45s on my bedroom Dansette.ond is, even if it did work, it is simply im
doch press, demanding the abandonmentWhen the BBC catches trainee police ofnoral.
of multiculturalism. When leading black ficers dressing up in Ku Klux Klan gear and Open borders is not just an academic fle-
members of Britain’s ruling party start panpraising the killers of Stephen Lawrencenand. On June 11, the BNP will wake t
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Telephone Age

things are getting bad out there in the meawillain of the piece. That's right - the reportedozens of councillors around the count

mean streets of London N1. who did the story. And this bloke was onc&espect may well lose all its deposits. A
Phillips calls for the assertion of a “coreconsidered a municipal socialist. the English left will still be puzzling them

of Britishness”, which he somehow seems But then, what else to expect from the partselves over how it all happenid

to equate with Shakespeare. But what exhat subjects those asylum-seekers that man- Dave Osler

e
p
dering to golf club prejudice, you just knowdepend on Blunkett to home in on the reakelebrating their first batch of MEPs ar|d
d

Email Date
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Preparations

worker &=

ESF democracy vital

nly six months to go before employee access to the officially adverperhaps common action. opener on the state of the British left. ourselves to begin the application proc-
the European Social Forum tised email address (“we cannot decentral- However, at the meeting of the bigger “Well, we have got ‘Euro-fascism’and ess for seminars and workshops. From
comes to London. Up to ise such an important task”), incomingorganising committee on April 13, the'World and European responses to thApril 2, groups should have been able
50,000 people are expected inemails were not answered for over foucomrades changed their mind and sunew American imperialism’. I really don't to put forward their suggestions. How-
the capital from October 14-17, hopefully weeks. We had tfight to establish corre- prisingly supported my proposal - whichsee why we need another meeting oever, because we are never able to get
to be greeted with an inspiring pro- spondence as a standing item of the cevas all that was needed to declare Burope”, said Milena Buyum. Her Social-through the agenda at our meetings, we
gramme, affordable charges, lots of cul-ordinating committee’s agenda (sincéconsensus’. Our definition for a plenaryist Action comrade, Anne Kane, addedhave not yet decided the actual mecha-
tural events and, of course, smooththen, the item has fallen off it most weeks)session will now include the formulation,“The EU and its constitution is just notnism for proposing a seminar: The com-
organisation. The vital programme working group “Themes in the plenary sessions will big issue. Why should we have aades from the SWP, for example, have
Well, we are not quite there yet. gathers every two weeks - for a maximunintroduce the broad issues that bring ushole plenary session on it?” argued that any proposal would have to
Money is still in rather short supply, with of 90 minutes. Calls to increase either thieogether in the ESF. Speakers should Comrades from the SWP were nobe presented by a minimum of “three
London Unison’s donation of £50,000 frequency or the time of those meetingseflect a broad range of views. Wherenuch better: “We will probably have togroups from across Europe”.
being the only ‘real’ financial subsidy so have been rejected by the SWP-Socialigtossible, debates should be encouhave a plenary on the EU constitution, Seminars will of course have to be
far. There is talk about other contributions,Action majority. This has led to the pre-aged.” as | can imagine that our Europeamerged. Lastyear, for example, over 1,000
including from the GLA, regional and dictable outcome where items fall off the This is a great step forward in makindriends will insist on it. It is probably proposals were made - but there was
local trade union branches and NGOsagenda over and over again and decisiosare our ESF will actually be an interestunavoidable,” mused Alex Callinicos.only room for 300. However, we should
However, the ESF company structure are then made either outside the meetingzy event that can surpass the first ESFSomeone else thought we would havepproach this question from a different
which was supposed to clear the finan-or have to be rushed through withouin Florence and Paris. A little throwbackto go along with it - otherwise we wouldangle: Would it not actually begmod

cial blockage by sorting out the issue ofproper discussion - because “we are rutrowever, occurred at the end of the cdeok “isolationist”. thing if organisations from across Eu-
‘legal liability’, has still not materialised ning out of time”. ordinating committee: Milena Buyum It is not ‘isolationism’ the British left rope, who might have never heard of
and various sets of lawyers have been i (National Assembly against Racism}s suffering from - it is economism: ques-each other, find that they share similar
working on it for several weeks. A work- Debates or rallies? proposed that none of the very obviousons of democracy and how we are ruleitieas or campaigning priorities? We

ing group charged with finding accom- The group has finally started to put todisagreements that exist amongst uae seen asdiversionfrom the ‘real is- shouldencourageorganisations tool-
modation for the tens of thousands ofgether a proposal on the themes for thehould be raised at the ESF assembly gues’: trade unions, the NHS, publiauntarily come together - and possibly
visitors has only just met for the first time. plenary sessions and how to select thistanbul: “We have to present our proservices, etc, important as these arérm Europe-wide networks in the proc-
Another group on ‘venues’ has just speakers for these. Plenary sessions gresals in a very united way. We all hav®ebates on the state, our rulers or thess. Surely, this is the main function of
began to book meeting halls inthe only centrally organised meetingsa duty to put disagreements aside’'monarchy are “boring” and “not impor-the ESF in any case. We must get our
Bloomsbury (our “overflow location”) - during the ESF and are therefore top dfVvhen some people, including myselftant”. Is it “boring” that the proposed own act together if we are serious about
not an easy task in view of the shortagehe programme hierarchy. Seminars anshowed our dissent, she snapped: “YoHU constitution will stipulate that postalbuilding an alternative to the bosses’
of money. workshops, on the other hand, are orgagon’t have to shake your head, Tinaservices across Europe have to be pfuropean Union.

If one is to believe the main organis-ised by groups from across Europe thenFhese are the official proposals, whetheratised? Is it “not important” that the free  To demand in effect that only groups
ers (around the Socialist Workers Partyselves. you like them or not.” market must be given access to athat have already established European
and the Greater London Assembly), the For a few months, proposals made by The comrades can just about stomspheres of society? Is it of no consesonnections can propose seminars is
reason for our slow progress is that wecomrades from the CPGB, Dave Timmsich disagreement and debate when theyence that the European ruling classestirely counterproductive. It favours
have “wasted months discussing organifrom the World Development Movementare organised on a proper platform - budre moving towards a super-state witthe ‘big players’ - the big trade unions

sational structures”, as Redmond O’Neill,and others on how to put togethein our meetings? Never! its own army? and sects like the SWP, which has its
who officially represents mayor Ken Liv- plenaries, seminars and workshops were . . , Meeting the next day, the coordinatvery own International Socialist Ten-
ingstone at our meetings, recently put itignored by the SWP-SA majority andEurope ‘notimportant ing committee was not any keener on thdency. How exciting would a seminar be

Comrade O'Neill, aleading member of thepushed off the agenda. However, at th&nne Kane’s paper also makes somissue. “It just doesn’t make for a verythat brings together the Turkish, Polish

shadowy sect Socialist Action, has dondatest pinched meeting of the programmsuggestions for titles for the plenaryexciting meeting,” said Jane Fisher fronand Scottish section of the I1ST?

his best to keep democracy out of thegroup, Socialist Action member Annesessions. It argues that there should lb&iends of Ireland (and Socialist Action). Tina Becker

process. For months, the ‘official bidders’ Kane (who officially represents the groumo more than 10 plenaries - and thefirhink of something exciting,” | was told

around the SWP and GLA rejected all Abortion Rights) put forward similar pro- goes on to list 14 topics, including ‘Tradeby Sarah Colborne (Palestine Solidarit

calls for meetings to be held in public. posals to ours. Unfortunately, her papeunions in the global economy’, ‘A sus-Campaign and SA). As exciting as ‘Anti{ ESF Diary

Instead, they put together the bid in pri-does not benefit from our previous venyttainable planet’, ‘Public services - resistwar and for peace’ or ‘For equal rights’

vate and refused access to interesteftuitful discussions - like all other Social-ance to privatisation’, ‘For equal rights’l presume.

organisations not to their liking. ist Action members, Anne shunned thend so on. All worthy causes, but hardly However, all proposals have to be rat
Groups like the CPGB actually had toworking group for months, only getting exciting stuff. These are to serve not justed by the April 16-18 European assem

fight in order to get involved and we involved at the beginning of February.as titles for the plenary sessions, but d8y which meets in Istanbul. | expect ouk

Tuesday April 20, 6pm - accommo
dation working group, City Hall
Greater London Authority.
Wednesday April 21, time and venu
to be confirmed - outreach worki
group. Contact emma_d@lineong.
net to get involved.

Thursday April 29, time and venu
to be confirmed - programme work-
ing group. Contact dave@wd

rg.uk to get involved.

even had to gatecrash some meetingsince then though, a minimum of 10 SAprogrammatic threads for the rest of th&uropean comrades will have somethin
Not surprisingly, many people tried to members attend the meetings, always aESF programme. to say on the importance of the EU an
reverse this undemocratic process - byuing for exactly the same points - like a More disturbing, however, was whatits new constitution.

putting forward proposals for transpar- bunch of clones. The SWP (also in prettyvasmissingfrom comrade Kane's list of

ent structures. Rather than “wastingheavy attendance) immediately acceptetiemes. At first | thought the lack of anyiViore work needed

time”, our insistence opened the way forher paper as the main discussion doctikeme to do with the European Union oAlthough | am confident the third ESH
the - admittedly limited - democracy that ment and it has become the only item oits constitution was an oversight. How-can be a big success, at the moment |
we enjoy today: meetings are now operthe agenda since. ever, the responses to my proposal tare far behind in our preparations. \W
to everybody, minutes are taken and In the discussions, CPGB comradesclude such a theme served as a real eyeve already missed the deadline we gt
published on the temporary ESF websitestressed the need for these plenary ses-

and even the exclusion of CPGB mem-sions to be more than mere rallies, whege

bers from meetings of the coordinatingspeaker after speaker repeats similar pofts

committee has stopped. This latter vic-(this is what often happened in Paris ahd = |
tory was mainly down to our European Florence). Instead, we should utilise thepesu bscrl be' Name, |
comrades insisting at the March 6-7 ESHmeetings to organiseal debatesaround u Address I
assembly in London that it was “unac-the big, living issues that concern the Ith
ceptable” to enshrine the right to excludeacross Europe - recognising debate elﬂds bscribtion £ ° |
people from meetings in our official ESF discussion as positive, not something fo ubscription |
statement. be ashamed of. i} Town/ city

However, control-freakery has not  Quite a lot of people disagree - amor:/%t Donation £ . I
been beaten yet. It is the main reason whthem our friends from the SWP. Not kno Postcode |
we are so behind in our preparations. ls a big fan of debate, Alex Callinicos rg- Chedues and postal orders should . I
is difficult to believe, but again a hard jected the idea of selecting speakers si payable to ‘Weekly Worker’ Email
fight was needed to set up certain muchio make sure that they would represent _ 6m 1yr Inst. Telephone Date I
needed working groups, which are onlydifferent opinions across the Europedn| united £15/ 24 £30/ 48 £53/ 85 |
now starting to emerge. For example, forleft. “Plenary sessions are the public fage| Kingdom . u I
months Redmond O’Neill and the SWP of the ESF. They set the tone of the wt?(ae Europe  £20/ 32 £40/+ 64 £70/+ 112 Special offer for new subscribers
rejected the establishment of a body thaévent. They need to be an advertisemeént o . I
would facilitate communication between for our views” - and naturally, in thd | ona £40/= 64 £80/= 128 £140/+ 224 |
ESF groups, set up email lists and liaisesSWP’s methodology, open debates are mon s or |
with the private company that will design not a good advertisement. They are s€en R .
our webFs)ite. Becauge )c/omrade O’Ngeillas a o?ivisive nuisance, rather){han aqea Return to: Weekly Worker, BCM Box 928, London WC1N 3XX, United Kingdom |

refused to allow anybody but a GLA method to arrive at a common view arie e mm mm e ]



