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Letters may have been
shortened because of space.

obstetrician-gynaecologist and presieampaigns, such as campaigning againatthur Scargill and the Socialist Labourfor these openly, rather than via reform-

Some names may have been dent of the Cuban Society of Familywar in Irag, but, when it comes to havParty in 1997. He is right: there is a paralist and diversionary fronts like the So-
changed Development: “The right to quality abor-ing an electoral coalition with suchlel. Arthur Scargill tried to kick-start the cialist Alliance and Respect.
tion services and to choose abortiogroups, then | say, no way! | have symSLP using the 1997 general election cam- Nonetheless, | support what is good
George and based on the ‘right of women and coupathy with the sentiments made bypaign. George Galloway and the SWP am@bout your contribution.
ples to decide on reproduction’ is someGraham Bash (‘Find answers in Labourdoing the same with the European eled@ndrew Northall
abortion thing Cuban women achieved in thenot Respect’, April 22) and | believe thations and the GLA. Actually Scargill hadNorthants

early 60s, as part of their struggle for fultalents have been squandered and a ré@iger meetings and generated more en-
Interesting to note your paper’s covergender equality. The legalisation of aborviable democratic socialist alternative tdhusiasm than Respect. His downfa?it amnesia
age of George Galloway as a catholidgjon in Cuba was also based on the neédibour has been lost to a ragbag of savas his bureaucratic methods. | was
defender of the Cuban revolution ando reduce highly risky complicationscialists and reactionaries. That's the reghe SLP conference in 1998, as werkread with interest the article ‘Forgive

fervent anti-abortionist (April 22). from the extensive and indiscriminateshame! CPGB members, when we discoverednd forget?'(Veekly Workefpril 8). On
A few things spring to mind about practice of illegal abortions, which wasLouise Whittle Arthur had 3,000 votes in his backface value a decent, well-balanced nar-
this. Catholics (as | was raised as a child@)ccepted and tolerated in the countrgmail pocket. There was spontaneous angeative, even if it does draw heavily on
were required to not delve too much int@nd which had resulted in elevated ma- and a deep feeling of betrayal from théhe author’s own experiences of the min-
the history of their church. | am heartternal mortality and a high incidence ofRes ect floor of the conference and that was thers’ strike.
ened to see that a fellow catholic (in thenutilations.” p end of the SLP. Arthur seemed to have However, it is the last column | take
Irish sense) maintains a loyal ignorance And, no, | don't think either Dr Marin Odemocrac no understanding or sympathy foiissue with. | have always had a lot of
to the history of Rome. or | are part of a “claque of eastern Eur y democratic processes. respect for Dave Douglass, even if he
There has always been debate amonmean anti-communist émigrés”. There has been no reply from the Re- For me George Galloway and the SWIEloes ‘gan his own gait’ at times. When
the luminaries of the church on the matAnthony McLaughlin spect executive to letters asking for deare the same. | think that many radicalke stoops to underhand slagging of his
ter of abortion. For instance St ThomaSydney tails of ‘the deal’ done by the Respectvill not touch Respect with a bargepoleown union and figures within it, he de-
Aquinas (c1225-1274) did not believe life EC and the Socialist Party concernindor that reason: bureaucratic methodsacts from the article as a whole. No

started at conception. Rather he stat?es ect e ualil:y Coventry (se&Veekly WorkeApril 8). and lack of respect for the membershipunion can say it got things 100% right.
that the foetus is first endowed with p q This deal apparently means that th&/hen | have spoken to comrades itndeed, as the oft repeated slogan on
“vegetative soul”, then an “animall have just read Joe WIills’s clarificationRespect EC have decreed that there witoventry about ‘the deal’, they sayunion banners states, ‘Let us not forget
soul”, and then - when its body is de-of the South West Respect meeting arfok no Respect candidates in the Jurié/hy are you so surprised? You're talk-the lessons of the past'.

veloped - a rational soul: this was termedm not impressed in the slightest byocal elections in the city, giving the SP @ang about the SP and the SWP. That's Dave is also getting to the age where
hominisation. For much of the history ofwhat he has to say (Letters, April 22). free run, in return for the SP not standthe way they behave.’ Like Peter Tatchelselective amnesia is affecting his sage-
the church, hominisation occurred rela- The fact that Majid Khan made com-ing in the European elections. (Letters, April 8) they will be voting like scribblings. For instance, he writes:
tively close to birth. This was a commorments in favour of gender segregation The local SP denies any knowledgé&reen in the European elections. In thtéSuddenly, the new delegate was iden-
thread of catholic theology and onesven in a “personal capacity” on theof a deal and says it must be a nation&dcal elections they may be voting fortified as a scab.” He’d been one since
which had been grudgingly laid downRespect platform is still worrying. Joematter. The local Socialist Workers Partywo independent socialist candidatesarly 1984, but Dave must have forgot-
by the founding theologian of the mod-Wills also doesn't answer the questiortlaims that the deal was done betweenho have decided to stand in spite afen! The man got elected on a pie-in-the-
ern church, St Augustus of Hippo (354about whether anyone challenged hinbave Nellist and George Galloway at dhe deal’ - Paul Smith in Earlsdon Wardsky ‘pension at 50’ promise for miners
430), who asked: “But who is not ratheion these issues and if so, why was thapfivate meeting at Coventry railway staa founder member of Coventry SWPmade redundant at Selby. No individual
disposed to think that unformed foe-Something to do with the fact they werdion before George spoke at the firstvho stood in the ward for the Socialisunion man could achieve that - it's a
tuses perish like seeds which have ndieing said in a “personal capacity”? Coventry Respect meeting. It is not cleaflliance last year, and Christine Oddy inquestion for both trustees and govern-
fructified?” C’mon, comrade, you can do bettewhat happened because bureaucratiower Stoke Ward, a former Labour MEPment. This is something David used to

Even more revealing: the penitentiathan that! The CPGB were happy to chalecisions have been made by both theho stood as an independent in the lakhow about!

ascribed by Albers to The Venerabldenge Respect about voting against 8P and Respect national bodies witholuropean elections and got more votes He writes that “this man was removed
Bede (c672-735), the idea of delayedepublic at the founding conference, buteference to their members on thén Coventry than any other party. as a delegate and replaced”. Again what

hominisation is again supported, andtill couldn't criticise Majid Khan’s com- ground. And apparently we are still noDave Spencer he neglects to report or has forgotten
women’s circumstances acknowledgednents about gender segregation. This be told on what basis and for whaCoventry about is actually that this man transferred
“A mother who kills her child before the goes against the ‘e’ in Respect for equateason the decisions were made, let alone to another colliery! Again, it's a terrible
40th day shall do penance for one yeaity, doesn't it? | mean, even comradéiave a say in the matter. (p“tstanding thing to have selective amnesia.

If it is after the child has become aliveWills eloquently quotes the Respect line Meanwhile letters have been sent t When a lad at one south Yorkshire pit

[she shall do penance] as a murderessn fighting discrimination later on in his socialists in Coventry by both the locall thought lan Donovan’s recent articlegefused to sign for flexible working, in the
But it makes a great difference whetheletter. Socialist Party and by Respect appeabn the situation in Iraq to be simply outfirst instance he was made redundant.
a poor woman does it on account of the Majid Khan used the Respect platforming for election funds and giving detailsstanding. They contain a careful aneDn appeal, he was allowed to transfer to
difficulty of supporting [the child] or a to air his ‘personal views’, but that still of canvassing and leafleting activitiessensitive analysis of the balance bea Union of Democratic Mineworkers pit
harlot for the sake of concealing her wickgives people the right to criticise. Com-Respect even invites us to a dinner wittween the need to support the inheremver the border, but was then refused
edness.” rade Wills then informs us that the CPGB5eorge Galloway in Birmingham at £30right of ordinary Iraqi people to hit backbecause as an NUM member the em-
It is important to recall that it was thewould be “out like a shot” if Respecta head. If only they could get Posh andnd struggle against the vicious angloyer could not guarantee his safety
second Vatican council in 1965 that deditched lesbian, gay and women's right8ecks! There is surely an elementarynurderous occupation of their country(this followed alleged remarks made in
clared ‘protection’ from the moment of Don’t you believe that they are beingoourgeois democratic principle here - nand the need to develop alternative pdhe 1990s!). The point to this example is
conception. Up until that time it was notditched already? Again, | would like totaxation without representation. Whditical leaderships, which are much moréhat the lad was asked to reshgapo-
completely recognised church policypose the question, which in my previdecides on the candidates? Who decidakout genuine liberation and for fundasition as a delegate because heléfad
Indeed, it should be understood thabus letter was chopped, about howhat goes in the leaflets? Who decidesiental social emancipation. There is further mileage in this debate,
excommunications for abortions onlymany more concessions are the Sociabn the programme of activities? No say | have to say, however, that your supbut the point has been made and the
came in 1869. ist Workers Partet alwilling to make in  in the running of the organisation musport for Respect is a complete and utteecord set straight. A final point. Despite
So, simply put, Galloway’s position isaccommodating reactionary ideas? mean no money and no support. In thilind alley and really would suggest youthe vagaries of the union rule book that
in concert with Rome on the matter of the And now we have Marcus Strdm precase of Respect we have been told byave lost your bearings! The basic polibave so dislikes, there is no mention
active subjugation of the right of womenpared to work with ‘flawed people’(‘Votes the SWP that there are no plans to séts of the Socialist Workers Party, asinywhere that a “scab” cannot stand for
for the control of their destinies and bodef conscience and women's rights’, Aprilup a Coventry branch, so what is thexpressed in their ‘Where we standbffice and subsequently be elected.
ies. Afar cry from the reasonably ‘enlight-22). | am pro-choice and defend a wompoint? statement and current articles are reali§hris Skidmore
ened’ views of church thinkers from 300an’s right to choose and unlike Marcus | think that the CPGB should take upnot too bad - if only they chose to fightYorkshire NUM
to 1965. Verily, he is a modern man whdstrém | am unwilling to work with people the question of democracy within Re-
has cast aside the shibboleths of old. like Galloway and Majid Khan who wish spect and of course within the SWP as - -
For the Great Defender of the Cubaro attack women’s rights. the key issue for building a workers’ FI ghtl n g fu nd
revolution | would like to add the follow-  Yes, by all means work with diverseparty, rather than items of policy. Mar-
ing quote from Dr Miguel Sosa Marin,groups when it comes to single-issueus Strom mentions the experience wit 1

SOCIALIST ALLIANCE EXECUTIVE Well spent

w ith hours to spare before theare still lacking is much by way of rec-

| i >
end of our April fighting fund, ognition from our web readers. Last
ea In e wa er we have beaten our £500 targetweek our numbers were slightly down
Thanks to a couple of healthyat 8,131 hits, but for the third week in a

cheques from TR (£50) and AN (E30¥ow we received not a single donation

rump Socialist Alliance execu- nations officer at the March conferenceMargetson, who has resigned & ot to mention a good number ofvia our online PayPal facility.

tive committee met on Saturdaycomrade Wrack was selected as my réreasurer to take up a job oversegs.  smaller contributions - our total has  Disappointing, to say the least. We
April 24 in Birmingham. There were placement. He will not be overly busyHeather Cox was elected to replade  eached £517. Kknow we are apﬁreciated but we don't
justeight of the original 36 NEC mem-in that post, as the executive confirmetier. There was no other business, Well, that's a surplus, but it's a veryhave much to show for it - not in terms
bers present - | myself decided mythe decision of conference not to con- In times past, | have prioritised at: small one. What we need are a few resf hard cash at any rate. Yet it's so

time would be better employed at theestany elections on June 10 - or anytending the SA executive over CPGH ally hefty donations to give me a bit ofeasy. Just have your card ready, scroll
CPGB aggregate in London ratheby-elections in the run-up to ‘superinternal meetings, where there wasjp  preathing space. Especially as oncdown the home page and click on

than spending a day travelling for arhursday’. clash. However, with the SA now i ; I
two-hour meeting. With the SWP-led The meeting heard that a number offfectively dead, my priorities have ggzrajgovr\]/qepgl?edrlg/ rt])?ﬁdu:\(;osé?ﬁ];?g? frl]necgo/lﬁg\?vatﬁgnfintg?u Et|:lc;r:]tshe fﬁr?;igg
majority effectively closing the alli- branches had asked to stand Respegttanged accordingly. Reflecting thg funds are just not there. An extra £1.00@round three minutes. but it's time well
ance down at the March special coneandidates in the local elections. Sucfact that the focus for leftwing poli- over and above our monthly targef bespent, believe mi ’
ference, there was not a lot ofrequests have been passed on to tties outside the Labour Party hap tween now and the end of July would ' Robbie Rix
business to attend to. Respect office. Will McMahon, SA of- moved to Respect, the CPGB will ng do the trick, but who among our read-

The meeting heard a report fronfice worker, has been seconded to worlonger maintain its monthly donatior] ers will come up with the goods?
Nick Wrack, chair of both the SA andfor the Respect campaign for the durae the Socialist Alliance. We are paid Of course, we do have a good
Respect, on the election campaigrtion of the election period. up to the end of Jurie number of reéular donors, quite a few Ask for a bankers order form,
Following my resignation as nomi- A vote of thanks was given to Shelley Marcus Strom paying by standing order, But whatwe ©F sen\c;v ggi?yusvsbflfgfble to

Letters, BCM Box 928, London WC1N 3XX [| Tel: 020 8965 0659 [| Fax: 020 8961 9193 [| weeklyworker@cpgb.org.uk | www.cpgh.org.uk
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RESPECT —
It is a woma n ’s London Communist Forums

o Sunday May 2, 5pm - ‘Birth of the First International’, using August Nimtz's
rl o c oose Marx and Engels - their contribution to the democratic breakthragyh
study guide.
Diorama Arts Centre, 34 Osnaburgh Street, London NW1 (nearest tubes:

he Muslim Association of Britain ecutive to make maitters absolutely cleaaspire to. And in many ways justifiably Regents Park, Great Portland Streef).

did not come into the unity coalition Does Respect support or oppose a worse. However, this usually went too far, Long live May Day
at its foundation. We were told by noneen’s right to choose? Platitudes will nowith an inverted English chauvinism de-
other than Respect secretary John Reds. Respect’'s founding declaratiorclaring that anything the SSP did was be- mg:gﬂ gn.?r;?g?aa?&étg{g?g '\S/laga}(‘e'?;ﬁ%%gg gﬁrtﬁm\' 2{0%26?:%%(2;92%)%25
of the Socialist Workers Party that MABgives the impression of being in favouryond reproach, including their call for (deputy general secretal ' T?JC) Globalise Resistan%e Sté the War CoaIiY
was unable to join because of our consf a woman'’s right to choose: “self-de-Scottish independence. Just let the tionp 9 Ty ’ » S0P
mitment to equality for gays and lesbitermination of every individual in rela- Scots get on with it ... who are we to Orgénised by London May Day Organising Committee, c/o GFTU, Central
ans. : tion to their religious or non-rellglous"crltlmse? o House, Upper Woburn Place, London WC1H OHY. Sponsors include Sertuc,

This was supposed to be evidencbeliefs, as well as sexual choices”. Well, it now seems it is okay for the ;5 0 Ta\WU GR STWC

that Respect was not abandoning wonsounds good, but now we can see th&SP to lay down the law to those of us ’ Y :
en’s and gay rights, despite Lindsey Gett carefully skirts around the issue offlailing about elsewhere in Britain. SSP - Renewi dia'og"es
man’s comment at Marxism 2003 thagbortion. secretary Allan Green has written to Eourth ann:af day seminar on Marxism and education: ‘Education and the

they should not be regarded as “shib- Nick Wrack, Respect chair, with a wee labour process - Wednesday May 5, 10am to 5pm, Clarke Hall, School of

boleths”. Comrade Rees dismissed P bit of advice about Wales. Get out. The L X ! ) O X
rubbish the idea that the SWP was pr§‘mIaIISt Party and letter says: “Just as the SSP would urge Egﬂgg{:gg Fz%uggﬁtf'gﬂjsv?/gd Wg Shueltes, Unhsersliy ©F eelen sty
pared to dump such principles in orde espect socialists not to stand against Respect ’ o4 :

Registration from 9.30am. Free, but places limited. To reserve a place, contact

to form a mooted Peace and Justice cokan Page, councillor in the London bor4n the elections in England, we urge Re- CIE T s e e e e

lition with the Morning Stals Commu-  ough of Lewisham, is the Socialist Partyspect not to stand against Forward
nist Party of Britain and sections of thecandidate in the Greater London AsWales.” This despite the fact the SSP just .
mosque. sembly constituency of Greenwich and/oted at its annual conference to back Glasgow Marxist Forum
Former president of MAB Anas Lewisham. There is no love lost be-Respect in England ... and Wales.
Altikriti now joins other Respect candi- tween the SP and the main driving force But the real cheek comes in a deman X 2 e = I
dates standing on a platform that is exn the unity coalition, the SWP. Yetthat Respect must never, ever, show its (1€ar Partick rail and underground). Speaker: Hillel Ticktin, editOriogue.
plicit in its “opposition to all forms of peace and love was seen to break ofstce in Scotland. Comrade Green says: Maristiorum@hotmail.com
discrimination based on race, gendehetween Respect and the SP in thdThe SSP is seeking a formal response " .
ethnicity, religious beliefs (or lack of corner of south-east London, afteto our request that you make it explicit Lab_our’s radical third term . .
them), sexual orientation, disabilities some gentle encouragement from conthat you do not intend to organise in Meeting for members of Labour Party and affiliated organisations, Thursday
national origin or citizenship” and standsade Galloway and others on the ReScotiand at any time in the future. The May 6, 7.45pm, Clubland, 54 Camberwell Road, London SES. Speakers: John
for “the right to self-determination of spect executive. Socialist Alliance has always been clear McDonnell MP, Spanish Socialist Party member (invited), John Maloney, PCS.
every individual in relation to their reli-  Respect has indicated it would behat it only organises in England. There Organised by Southwark Labour Left Network: Maria (07714 206404).
gious (or non-religious) beliefs, as wellhappy to leave this constituency cleais, in our opinion, some public ambigu-
as sexual choices”. for comrade Page. Only a few detail#ty with Respect. Your spokespersons Labour CND
Good, but it is of some concern thaheed clearing up. And therein lies theontinue to use the term ‘Britain’ when Conference, Saturday May 8, 10.30am to 4pm, Palm Room, University of Lon-
MAB should issue a public statementevil. Details. The political commissionerdiscussing the future of your organisa- don Union, Malet Street, London WC1. Speakers include: Jeremy Corbyn MP;
enthusing over George Galloway’s reacat the BBC has indicated that Respedion. It has also been registered with the Kate Hudson, CND Chair; Carol Turner, Labour CND.
tionary stance on abortion. Dated Aprimust stand ifall London GLA constitu- electoral commission as intending to Individuals: Waged £8, concessions £4. Organisations £12 per delegate.
23, it “welcomes comments made byencies in order to qualify for a Londonstand in elections in England, Scotland info@labourcnd.org.uk
George Galloway MP on abortion in arregional election broadcast. He has adnd Wales. John Rees has previously -
interview published recently. Mr Gallo- mitted in writing that there may be ex-indicated to me that this entry was down Stol) deportatlons
way, who is currently leading the newlyceptions to this - however, this occasioto the electoral commission rather than Public meeting, Saturday May 8, 3pm, Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester.
formed ‘Unity Coalition, Respect’ into is not to be one of them. The commisRespect. However, the electoral commis- Leicester Civil Rights Movement: 0116 253 1053; priya@hycc.ac.uk
the forthcoming European parliamentangioner has said that he would be happsion website still has this claim. We
elections on June 10, outlines his owif lan Page appeared on the ballot agould be grateful, if you do not intend NCADC
conviction that abortion is morally and“Socialist Alternative - Respect”. to stand in Scotland, for you to arrange National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigns annual general meeting,
ethically wrong ... This ruling is being jointly challenged for your entry in the website to be Saturday June 5, 12 noon to 5pm, Carrs Lane Church, Carrs Lane, Birmingham.
“These comments, as well as his statésy Respect and the Socialist Party, witlguickly changed.” Lunch provided, creche available. Reasonable transport costs for anti-depor-
ments on faith and god in the same irthe latter obviously putting more energy Fancy using the word “Britain”. You'll  tation campaigns reimbursed.
terview, will surely be welcomed by into it than, say, John Rees. be telling me next that there is a British To attend contact 0121-554 6947; ncadc@ncadc.org.uk
British muslims, who see Respect as a It is a ludicrous and bureaucratic rul-state and a British royal family and a . .
real alternative to the main political paring if it stands. The SP and Respect hawitish parliament and British civil serv- ~ Lalbour Representation Committee
ties in the approaching European eleffectively agreed an unequal but prinice and a British army and a British se- Founding conference, Saturday July 3, 9am to 4pm, TUC Congress House.
tions. They also affirm George cipled deal. Respectwould call for a voteret service - not to mention a British  |LRC, PO Box 44178, London SW6 4DX; 020 7736 6297.
Galloway’s standing as a man of princifor lan Page in Greenwich and Lewishamworking class.
ple who does not shy away from puttingand for its part the SP will call for a vote Now comrade Green is a clever fellow. RDG
his own position on the line for his be-for ReSDECt in the all-London list andl am sure it has not passed him by that To contact the Revo|utionary Democratic Group, email rdgroup@yahoo_com
liefs and convictions.” Lindsey German for mayor. Let us hopéhe leading spokesperson and political
Comrade Galloway was interviewedthat sense prevails. If it does not, thepersonality in Respect is a member of CPGB wills
by The Independent on Sund#nd Respect will stand a candidate in Greerparliament for a place called Glasgow Remember the CPGB and keep the struggle going. Put our Party’s name and
his anti-abortion position was notwich and Lewisham to gain a regionaKelvin. Yes, that's right, Glasgow is in address, together with the amount you wish to leave, in your will. If you need
squeezed out of him. He volunteered ibroadcast. However, we need not can$cotland. further help, do not hesitate to contact us.
“He put his own position,” as MAB paign for such a candidate and can still The demand that Respenever
points out, in the middle of an electioncall on all Respect supporters to back lastands in Scotland is a demand that Re-

Public meeting - ‘Socialism and nationalism: allies or enemies?’ Wednesday
d May 5, 7.30pm, Partick Burgh Halls, Burgh Hall Street, off Dumbarton Road

campaign. In politics, timing is every-Page’s candidacy. spect MP George Galloway must not

thing. Is it mere coincidence then that Of course, the SP could just join theeven contemplate seeking re-election to Res ect eve nts

comrade Galloway's publicly restatedunity coalition too. Remember, all nomi-Westminster in Glasgow - unless he does

his stance and then duly got MAB’snations are due in by May 5. so0 as an SSP member. Or else he can jus ) . .
backing for Respect? Or was the whole bugger off and play with his mates in {Nythenshaw%Publlq meeting - Tuesday May 4, 7pm, Wythenshawe library.
thing carefully choreographed? FrankyScotland for the Scots England. Either way, it is the high- VestNorwood Meeting - Wednesday May S, 7.30pm, Nettlefold Hall, library,
I'm not sure. Ever since Tommy Sheridan’s electiorhanded arrogance that unfortunately Norwood High Street, London.

Now that MAB has linked its own to the Holyrood parliament in 1999,comes when one replaces international- ASton-under-Lyne: Public meeting - Wednesday May 5, 7pm, Tawackly,
opposition to abortion with support formany socialists south of Hadrian’s walism with nationalisnil Stanford Street.

Respect, it is beholden on Respect's exave pointed to the SSP as the model to Marcus Strém (S:t':ggglrtil_;gblic meeting - Wednesday May 5, 7pm, St Matthews church,

High Wycombe: Planning meeting, Wednesday May 5, 8pm, Reggie Groves
Centre, near Swan theatre, town centre.
Crawley: Raising awareness - Wednesday May 5, 7.30pm, West Green Com-

I - - S I munity Centre, West Green Drive.
Pendle Launch meeting - Thursday May 6, 7.30pm, Nelson library.
I l’o'n the RespeCt Unlty coalltlon I Scarborough Public meeting - Thursday May 6, 7.30pm, Unitarian church,
| | Westborough.
I _ o _ N I Crawley: Fundraising stall - Saturday May 8, 10.30am to 4.30pm, the Band-
P I wish to join the Respect Unity Coalition stand, Queen’s Square.
| Complete this slip and send it to: Name | Birmingham: Film showing Persons of interesbunday May 9, 7pm, Norton
| | Hall, Alum Rock.
| Respect - The Unity Coalition Address | Bridlington : FBU conference fringe - ‘The political fund and the alternative to
I Winchester House I New Labour’, Tuesday May 11, 5pm, Southcliff Hotel, South Marine Drive.
I London NW1 5RA Town/city I HaIifa}x': Public meeting, V\/ga,dnesd_ay May 12, 7.30pm, YMCA.
| Include a cheque for a minimum of £10, Postoode Phone I Egrt\(/:llclggegﬂ-s'gv(\gsﬁ?ePubllc meeting, Saturday May 15, 1pm, Ravensholme
| ©or more if you wish to make a donation, Email I  Bimingham: Video showing Stop the warintroduced by John Rees, Sun-
| Pavable to Unity Political Fund. mal |  dayMay 16, 2pm, Midlands Arts Centre, Cannon Hill Park, Edgbaston.
|
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RESPECT

True Aslef - http://
trueaslef.com

Serving notice

s we saw last week;, the official Aslef website is a typical
A example of the boring sites common to the trade union

movement. Hand in hand with the dull aesthetic and equally
plodding content was the complete absence of any hint of the union’s
current civil war. That trade unionists and socialists have to rely on
rumour and the bourgeois press for news about the problems facing a
working class organisation is nothing short of a disgrace. But of
course this is par the course for union bureaucrats of all stripes. Aslef
is not the only union to have this ‘notin front of the children’ attitude,
and it is doubly troubling that the majority of the left echo this ap-
proach to interal differences.

it may be a cliché, but the old phrase, ‘Never judge a book by its
cover', is especially pertinent in the case of the ‘True Aslef’ website. Its
simplistic look suggests something built by someone with faidy
rudimentary knowledge of HTML programming, reinforcing its claim
that there is “no official sanction from any official of Aslef”. This does
not stop it attempting to seize the rank and file mantle, claiming the
very name ‘trueaslef’ is about train drivers having a ‘creative and
positive’ involvement in ‘their’ industry. This smacks of the discourse of
partnership beloved of rightwing bureaucrats throughout the labour
movement. On the positive side, it notes “differing views and strong
arguments may take place and the airing of these must be a benefit”.
A pity that the Blairites unofficially responsible for this site only see fit
to wear their democrat hats here. This apparent openness, however,
comes with one important caveat: “Should any offensive, prejudiced
or otherwise inappropriate material be posted on the forum we will
aim to remove and block such material”.

Clicking on the ‘News’ link allows the viewer to enter the site
proper. This page is headed by four links: ‘Home’, ‘News’, ‘Forum’, and
‘News archive’. Why they bother with the second link is beyond me,
considering that this page is the news page. Anyway, the page scrolls
down and down ... and down, being indicative of regular updates by
the site’s admin. At the time of writing, the firstitem comes from the
curiously named ‘Titan’, who comments on the allegedly undemocratic
practices of the so-called ‘Footplate Campaign Group’. R would have
been helpful if the website, even as an aforethought, told the general
viewer what this ‘footplate’ campaign was about, because the official
Aslef site is not forthcoming either. Still, this piece is instructive
because it and the subsequent reply by the site’s webmaster reveal a
bureaucratic mindset. ‘Titan’ discusses the expulsion of five members
for their involvement in trueaslef, and raises the claim that pro-Mick
Rix leftwingers have a ‘mole’ on the website team. The webmaster
pours scorm on this, and goes into a lengthy discourse about some of
the factional moves around the London district secretary position.
What comes out pretty clearly is a concern with capturing posts in the
apparatus rather than a serious concern with union democracy.

The same is true of the next piece, a sneering item on the ongoing
financial investigation and the announcement that the executive is no
longer sitting in permanent session. Instead, this piece claims adminis-
trative power is now concentrated in the hands of the union’s presi-
dency and vice-presidency. Just slightly further down the pageis a
leaked email from Mick Rix that attacks the background of Paul
Blagbrough, the author of a limited report sanctioned by general
secretary Shaun Brady (without executive approval) into Aslef’s murky
finances. Our webmaster’s reply passes over this, suggesting itis just
an attempt to discredit Blagbrough, and therefore his report. He
seems unconcemed that this documentis by someone who acquired a
less than spotless financial record when he was at the budgetary
helm of New Labour. The full report is posted further down the page
for those interested. The rest of the ‘News’ items are in much the same
vein.

Sadly the site’s much vaunted forum has been closed, and appears
to have been so since April 2. Apparently, some people are alleged to
have taken on multiple identities for the purpose of “swaying argu-
ments”. So clicking on the forum link takes the viewer to a bland “The
forum is currently in maintenance mode” message.

In sum this site is useful for Aslef members and interested parties.
Despite the rotten politics on offer, it serves notice to the Aslef rank
and file of the urgent need for them to reclaim their union from the
bureaucrats - whether of the right or left [I

Phil Hamilton

For open borders and
a worker’s wage

Anas ARikriti stepped down as president of the Muslim
Association of Britain in order to stand as a Respect candidate in
Yorkshire and Humberside, where he tops the list for the unity
coalition. He spoke to Peter Manson

Why did you feel it was necessary to
resign the presidency of MAB?
Two main reasons. Firstly the improb
ability of combining the two duties.
MAB has become a huge enterprise
and the responsibilities of gearing thg
organisation after the anti-war move
ment to face the rising problems ang
concerns of the muslim community i
the light of the anti-terror laws and thei
targeting at home and abroad by righ
wing extremists, fascists and even, u
fortunately, official legislation was more
than a full-time job. Normally my work-
ing day consists of 16-17 hours, seve
days a week, and attempting to run g
election campaign at the same time w4
impossible.
The second reason, which | also thin
is extremely important, is that MABs
an organisationneeded to have the
freedom to make its own choice. | mad
my choice as an individual - and most g
the executive, | would say, have als{
declared their support for Respect. Buife == .
there were talks to be had with the LibJ0ining hands with SWP
eral Democrats, with the Greens antip service, | don't see amongst the maistatus and standard of living for those
possibly even with various Labour canparties any real stand for the pensionwho uphold society and keep it together
didates and it would have been imposers, for the right of students to free eduthrough their work in the public sector,
sible for the president to have beenation, for the restoration of some kindvhilst wars continue to arise - that we,
standing for Respect while the organief dignified pay for people in the healthtogether with the socialists and, as you
sation was talking to others. service, education and transport. say, the revolutionary Marxists and oth-
MAB may still throw its weight offi- ~ I'm proud to have been one of the fig-ers, join hands, simply because those
cially behind Respect - the decisiorures in the anti-war movement - MABNotions are now paramount.
hasn't yet been made. A number of peavas one of the main pillars - and Re- Of course that doesn’t mean that we
ple within the leadership have certairspect’s stand in favour of an ethical forwill agree on everything. We recognise
concerns that, if we did do that, then ireign policy and to fight for dialogue andin the anti-war movement that we will
some areas - the North West, for exanpeaceful negotiations with all those witharrive at certain points where we will disa-
ple - we might be spreading ourselvesshom we differ is something that is vitalgree, but at this time the most important
too thinly and perhaps allow the likes ofn a world that has been blighted by wathing - the highest of concerns, if you
the BNP to make an impact. | personallgnd bloodshed. like - is over matters where we agree en-
do not agree, and neither do the major- Those elements are the strongest atticely.
ity of the MAB members and leadershipthe most appealing. | have been speaRerhaps a section of MAB has
but they were the concerns of certaiing with George at so many forums andeservations about working with
individuals on the left and they have tat every single one people welcomégodiess communists’.
be respected. It was important to havihose particular points. They do feel thafNot in MAB. There were reservations
contact and communications with othewhilst the pay of nurses, doctors anch certain corners of the muslim commu-
parties and see what kind of potentiatailworkers has been plummeting, wenity - in terms, firstly, of whether this
they have for serving the interests of theontinue to be able to spend billions andould be a successful venture and, sec-
muslim community before an official billions on killing elsewhere in the world. ondly, obviously for religious reasons.
announcement was made. But eventd-hat's something which people justThese latter doubts were put to rest quite
ally I do think that MAB is heading to- can’t stomach any more. early on, simply because our consulta-
wards full support for Respect. One of the main driving forces in tion with clerics, with scholars - around
Whatis itthat attracted you to the Respectis the Socialist Workers the world and here in Britain - led us to
coalition? Party. What do say to those who the conclusion that it's obligatory to
One of the major aspects was that Remight think it strange for a muslim work with those who agree with us,
spect speaks a different language fromrganisation to be in an alliance whoever they might be, whatever their
the main parties. We have arrived at quitwith revolutionary Marxists? faith or lack thereof, in order to spread
a bottleneck in the political scene, wherdhat is a question that was first pose@hat is good and prevent what is evil. If
Labour, the Tories and even the Libmore than two and a half years ago, whehis is the priority of the day, you col-
Dems are saying the same thing. Diffeiwe started off this movement in the affaborate with anyone.
ences over policies - at home as well asrmath of 9/11 and the escalation to- As to whether it could be a success
abroad - are artificial and superficial anavards war in Afghanistan. Some everr not, this was found to be baseless
have no profound implication on thesaid that it would be an ‘impossible alli-during the two-year campaign and the
way the country is heading. Respect ignce’. manner in which we worked together in
| think, a way out of the bottleneck. The fact of the matter is that | act as &e anti-war movement. So within MAB
Also | do not hide my personal admi-muslim. All these thoughts I'm giving there is now a clear conviction that this
ration for George Galloway. He is a maryou are not merely because | want to wiis the right way to go.
of principle and in today’s politics, to bean election or because | want to gain It's not in any way a Machiavellian
honest, we lack people of principle, peopersonally or promote my own particu-approach of the end justifying the
ple who would put their careers and petar agenda. It's something | deeply bemeans. It's an approach that has been
sonal welfare on the line for what theylieve in as a muslim. We have a tenet imformed by our religion, our faith. Peo-
believe in. I'm not a professional politi-islam and that is to collaborate and cople are free to believe as they wish and
cian, but for me at least he has restoramtdinate with all human beings - what+o live their lives as they deem fit. Our
a lot of hope that has been lost in thever their race, religion, creed oelief is that every single person will be
midst of what's been going on for thebackground - in order to spread the realineld individually responsible for their
past two years. of good, of justice, of truth, of freedom.own actions. It's none of my concern
Whatwould you say is the strongest  Therefore it comes as no surprise at thigshat anyone else believes or practises
partof Respect’s declaration? particular moment - when the concerng their private lives. Generally and in
No war, end of occupation, together witlof the majority of people around thepublic life we share a common interest,
the rights of workers and people in thevorld are focusing on the widening gamnd that is sufficient for us to join hands.
public sector. Apart from those payingoetween rich and poor, the decline of thhlevertheless you've joined hands
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within an organisation thathas course, but should a religious gotten my place that I'm an immigrantweapons trade of incredible proportionshigger responsibility for community
‘soclalism’ in its title. So would you service be required by the state in and it amuses me when people say, ‘Gbhen we would see people living happrojects.

describe yourself as a socialist of the first place? home’, when my home is in Leeds.  pily and prosperously in their own lands. In islam we have what is calledkat
one kind or another? | would disagree to some extent that itis We live in a world where borders are | for one was born in Iraq and, all myor alms, and so, the more you have in

| wouldn't describe myself as a sociala must to separate religion from ouwery superficial entities. It is a fallacy tolife, my dream and that of my parents iserms of wealth, the more you are liable
ist, but as someone who believes entirelschool system. It is important to have aegard immigrants as a burden, as the go back. | barely have any memorieto pay towards charitable and commu-
in social values and norms. | think therespiritual or religious side to educationright do, without looking at the contri- of Iraq, but | still feel an affinity towards nity projects. That way, the gap between
is a lot to be gained from the modern terrand to leave it open to students to ddsution that the mobile population hast. But the way the right is using this is-rich and poor will remain proportionate,
of socialism and what it entails. Islam haside. The other side of the coin is that inade to our country and to the worldsue borders on the fascist. acceptable and reasonable and the af-
alotin common with it - equality, the dig-is wrong to enforce thiack of religion. Countries such as Canada and GermaGne more pointon the commitment  finity between all sectors of society will
nity of people, rewarding their efforts andAs | say, | haven't given this matter muchare welcoming immigrants, albeit in aof candidates. We think elected be valid, with no segregation between
upholding society, performing well in thought and | don’t think | can elabo-controlled manner. We do have an agaepresentatives should onlyaccept  rich and poor.

public life and so on. We agree on manyate further. ing society and a decline in the youngethe equivalent of an average skilled But, as | say, the stance taken by the
such terms, although, when it comes t¥ou mentioned the role of the and more dynamic population. We doworkers’ wage. Whatis yourviewon party you refer to is admirable - show-
the practice, we may differ. But that is tamonarchy. The CPGB has proposed  have problems in certain sectors othis question? ing a commitment to serving, rather than
be expected and there shouldn’t be thatthe ‘R’ inRespectshouldstand  manufacturing industry and public servToday | was reading about Mrs Kinnockseeking personal gain, and this is para-
problem with it. for ‘republic’. What are your views ices and therefore a mobile population and her expenses and | was shockeghount.

Some say you mighthave a problem onthat? coming in or going out - is somethingMy word, just think of it, if | got to Brus- What do you hope will come out of

with the clause in Respect'sdeclara- Once again it's a matter | haven't actuthat would assist that situation. sels! But | agree - politics is becoming &Respect? Should it become a party?

tion thatrefers to self-determination  ally given much thought to. | have to be The argument is not being put for-gravy train rather than a service to ped-think the potential for it developing
regarding sexual choices. honest and say that at this momentward in any kind of reasonable or prople, with the system being exploited bynto a party is quite considerable. The
As muslims we recognise the fact thation’t think it's a major concern of the portionate manner - it comes from the fapoliticians who want to increase theithings I've seen over the past two
we live in a secular society, where absgeople. It often comes up in the senseght with their false claims. It's quite ex- bank accounts. This is something thateeks since I've started campaigning
lute freedoms are the norm. People haxa how much we're spending to preservéraordinary that the term ‘immigrant’ is mustn’t be accepted. | agree that whave been beyond what | had imag-
come to agree that there are freedoms the monarchy, but | don't think that'salmost on a par with ‘terrorist’. Yet we should try out a system where MPs oined. However, it's important to see
all spheres of life, including sexual liberty.enough. There are a lot of argumentsave more than 18,000 doctors in th&#IEPs get salaries comparable to publiewvhat happens in the European elec-
| as an individual may have reservationagainst having a monarchy but theZNHS who come from outside Europe. Ifsector workers, civil servants and the likéions. The main objective is to send a
in that regard, but | don't hold thisaren't being portrayed sufficiently. the far right had their way and, as Mr Leand see how many people would thewery clear message or, as George Gal-

against anyone, nor do | have the right But there are also arguments for th€en said at the weekend, these peogbe fighting for office. loway often puts it, give Tony Blair a
to do so, whatever their sexual orientastatus quo. | look at examples around theere ‘resettled’ conveniently back inAll Socialist Alliance candidates bloody nose. The Labour Party needs
tion is. world and | feel that maybe we wouldn'ttheir homeland, the NHS would col-committed themselvestoaworker's  to be reshaped and basically put back
I have no right as a muslim, nor is itactually be progressing if we were tdapse. But when anyone speaks up fawage and to handing over the rest together again - we must show that it
my business, to interfere in anyone’dollow their example. There are many arimmigrants, they are almost seen as bef their salary to the movement. can't afford to take people’s votes for
personal lifestyle - that is for every in-guments for and against. ing unpatriotic. Whatdo youthink of suchacommit-  granted any longer.
dividual. | have my own views on ho-Letme turn now to the question of There is another aspect as well, linkeéhent personally? Labour needs a change in leadership.
mosexuality, etc, but | am practising anigration. Our position is that to the anti-war movement. When wdt's an admirable one. If that was a policyWe need to reclaim the notion of the
freedom that is also offered to otherpeople should have therighttolive, meddle in other countries’ affairs, launchin Respect, | wouldn’t say no to it - it party that caused us all to celebrate when
to do agheywish. We've agreed a com-work and settle anywhere in the wars and ruin people’s futures and livesyould be helpful in a sense. At the sami¢ came back to power in 1997. If that
mon ground, we've agreed generawond and there should be no they will seek to go and live in other landgime, what we ought to establish - andhappens, there may be room for the view
terms and labels, but also to differ omestrictions on this. What s your safely and securely. So one way for théhis is something | take from being ahat we've done what we aimed for - re-
how we practise and interpret certairopinion? issue of immigration to be resolved is tanuslim - is that there will always be richclaim the Labour Party.

things. That just shows once again theagree. | personally am an immigrantbring about measures that help thirénd poor. Therefore there is an obliga- But if that doesn’t happen, then | think
diversity not only of the anti-war move-arriving on these shores when | wasvorld countries rather than assistindion on the wealthy - and those that havRespect does have the principles and
ment, where we had people of all repreabout three years old. Sometimes | adictators and tyrannical regimes, to stojobs, positions, talent or skills that allowthe cornerstones to becoming a politi-
sentations and manifestations, but alseminded by people who think I've for- our funds going towards establishing ghem better financial rewards - to take aal partyll

that it's channelling through into Re-
spect - it does reflect society in its wider
context.

zrence. Beat the Tories

you in favpur of secqlarity? ) . )

lﬂﬁib‘v'é’ %i?‘t%{veeeil:“;f';{g,‘.‘éféﬁi?%e_”} Camden Labour councilluscy Anderson will be contesting the
_ tive in a s _

a monarch that s 1he ‘defender ot a TOFy-held London assembly constituency of Camden and Barn

faiths’ or a church that has certain pub-

icroles, they have litle influence in gen- - JUN@ 10. Justifying Respect’s decision to stand against her, the

eral.

The law stipulates that there must SWP’s Rob Hoveman called comrade Anderson a “Blairite”

be a religious assembly every .
mominglnallstate schole. e cecine (VVEEKlY WorkeFebruary 26). Mark Fischer spoke to her
and people are less and less inclined to

involve religion in their ublic lives Why should Londoners vote for one-sided here? After all, in a way, I am on record of having opposed the They can’t win. In my constitu-
Do you ﬂlingk religion shgul dbe ' Labour as opposed to any other Ken Livingstone himselfisviewedas  war. It was unlawful, it was counterpro-ency, they could possibly get Brian
y party? an opponent of New Labour? Hisre-  ductive and | expressed those opinion€oleman - the disgusting, rightwing

separate from the state in Britain?

To be honest, | haven't given it much
thought and | don't think Respect has a
particular policy on this. | think that reli-
gion is important and | personally was
brought up in a religious household.
There are certain things to be gained from
religion, especially codes of morality and
ethics and so on - which is not to say
that people who do not practise religion
are lacking in those things. Spirituality
offers a certain element to the persona
that is important in these times.

If you look at the London assembly admittance to the party was widely openly at the time. Actually, | think thatlocal Tory - back in. That would be a
Labour group manifesto, it makesseen as a blow againstBlair. Isn'the was a key factor in my selection. | madelisaster. This is one of the reasons
very clear the progressive policies wean ‘altemnative on the left’ aswell?  my anti-war position clear in my addressvhy Ken Livingstone has been mak-
will be standing on. For example, weCertainly, | think George Galloway’s com-to the 3,000 Labour Party members whing so clear that he supports me all
have pledged free childcare places foment that Ken has crawled back into thevere eligible to vote in the selection inthe way - for instance, in his recent
the under-fives within 10 years. ThatLabour Party on his belly makes ndarnet and Camden. articles in theMorning Starand the
sort of thing is not being put forward sense. When Ken was an independent,Obviously, the war has been a hug€amden New JourndHe underlined
by the other parties. We are commithe basically carried forward what was @roblem for a lot of our traditional sup-that everyone should vote for me ...
ted to more improvements on the busabour agenda ... porters. It has been a problem for a lot o you're actually on Ken’s
network and doing what we can toAn old Labour agenda ...? ethnic minority voters - again traditionalteam?
improve the tube. For Labour - asWhatever - | know Frank Dobson talkd_abour supporters. | think we need ta\ell, no. I'm part of the Labour team
opposed to other major parties - pubef a ‘heritage’ Labour agenda. | am notlo everything we can, as Ken Living-for Barnet and Camden. But | have
But we live in a society which allows lic transport is always going to be areally interested in those sorts of labelstone has done, to move on from it andery close links with Ken's teaand
people to exercise or not whatever reli- top priority. | am interested in peoples’ specific posiaddress the concrete needs of thodéicky Gavron's team. And | am very
gion they wish and that is something we You actually approached the RMT  tions on specific issues. It was not itommunities, as well as the growth of theonfident of winning. | would say to
recognise as muslims. We uphold our union for support, didn’tyou? Ken's interests to be outside the partyense in security, the fear of terrorismiRespect that - with the prospect of
religion and reserve the -right to offer what Yes, the RMT is officially backing me. it was not in the party’s interests to havetc. their intervention allowing a particu-
we see as solutions to today’s problems I'm totally in support of the four key him out there either. Talking about ‘NewHow is it possible to move on when larly obnoxious Tory in - they should
- whether they be relating to crime, fam- points it is trying to promote, includ- Labour’ or ‘old Labour’ is neither here British troops are still part of an really have a serious think about what
ily values or social life - but we alsé rec- N9 for example renationalisation of nor there when we have the job of beabecupying army in Iraq? _type of protest vote they are going
ognise the right of others to forego the rail network as an ultimate goal.ing the Tories in front of us. Of course, that's a huge problem. But irfor. '
religion and to live their lives as they see Privatisation clearly has not workedAre you a Blairite? . terms of being a London assembly mem- | have talked to Respect directly
fit and it's time we reversed it. No, who on earth called ntleat? | think  ber, or even the mayor of London, otheabout this - they said they would
But what about the alternatives you should talk to some of my comradethan making our opposition quite clear;think about it’. | would challenge

In order to ensure equality between on the left? These organisations on Camden council about me being there is not a great deal we can do. | wilRespect to identify anything | stand

those who practise religion and

. . also support policies like “Blairite”! | am justnot, it's as simple as continue to support the mayor’s stancéor that most of their supporters
:;;ﬁ:;‘::::tt:e :::’e"f';t:l'gim renationalisation of rail. that. Look at the current questions | haven this. would not support also. I'm doing a
official stat sh'uc:uares. Yes, but the essential argument fobeen campaigning about on the coundiow do you view initiatives like number of hustings in the next few

voting Labour is that we can make & against the privatisation of our newRespect? weeks and no doubt Liz Wheatley

| agree entirely that personal rights and
freedoms have to come into this. For
instance, there are muslim students who
attend state schools and they ought to

real difference in London and no onesports centre, against changes to thes a mistake, in my opinion. | believe [Respect's local candidate] and other
else can. Especially as in the next foufunding of our community nurseries -people should work inside the LabouiRespect supporters will be coming
years we will have a Labour mayorand the war, of course. That assertion Rarty. Of course, | support people’s rightlong to those meetings. If there are

: ~ and a Labour assembly group worksimply not true. to protest in this way, but they are clearlyarticular issues these people would
:ﬁ%’g&g J |%htﬂr]lgt cﬁu?ct}wegds B&gﬁ%rzsd_ ing closely together. Where did you actually standonthe  wrong. What are they hoping to achievdike to bring up there for clarification,
Y ’ Y Yes, but aren’t you being a little Iraq war? in terms of results? | would welcome the opportunify

one of another religion or none.
They do have that right already, of
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Fifteen to twenty-five

ay 1 is undoubtedly a his- new SS division for French volunteerscratic, has gone a long way since 195BWP leaders such as Chris Ninehawere ill-fated. All failed. And not surpris-
toric day for the European was formed it was named the CharleThe common market - born of the terridismiss the EU and the draft constituingly Marxism has consistently criticised
Union and its pampered magne. ble slaughter and mutual destruction dfon as “boring” and a “non-issue” in such schemas. The utopian communists’
bureaucracy and the mana- In actual fact, however, the foremostVorld War Il and then the cold war sysBritain. An approach which combinesdenunciation of capitalism provided
gerial and political representatives of bighistoric model informing the minds of thetem which divided the continent - hasconomistic, albeit surreal, self-delusiowonderful ammunition for propaganda.
capital. The EU is to gain 75 million newmost far-seeing European federalists, isecome a 25-member giant. with the anarchist's contempt for poli-However, opting out of the struggle
citizens and it will go from 15 to 25 mem-not imperial Rome nor its subsequent By streamlining this huge political- tics. As to Respect’s belated manifestoyithin capitalism was attacked as tanta-
ber-states. With the inclusion of Cyprusepigones - Charlemagne, Habsburgconomic bloc and putting it under cenit is bland, minimalist and essentiallymount to surrender.

the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungaryspain, Napoleon and Hitler. Ironically it tralised direction, leading federalistsregative. Diplomatically it steers around Capitalism and the capitalist state, as
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, is America. In terms of method, scalegnvisage steadily moving towards théhe thorny question of withdrawal, it historically presents itself, is where the
Slovakia and Slovenia, the EU will haveambition and possible consequenceday when the EU becomes the dominaseems to oppose a European constitsecialist-communist project starts. The
a combined population of around 45Qhe only parallel to the EU under capitalimperialist power and thereby can retion per se nationalistically defends ex- journey begins not with the destination,
million and constitute the world's larg- ism is the formation of the USA in 1787shape the entire world so as to accoiiting state rights and paints a woefullybut the first step. So begin with the capi-
est economic bloc. out of the loose confederation of 13o its interests. Meanwhile, in the herénaccurate picture of an EU run by thdalist EU. We therefore argue for a posi-

The EU has nowhere near China’s 1.8tates which emerged victorious fromand now, militarily and politically the EU “unelected” bureaucracy, ignoring thetive programme. A social Europe, within
billion, or India’s 1 billion people. How- the revolutionary war against the Brit-punches far below its economic weightelectedcouncil of ministers, which ac- which the political power and economic
ever, in terms of productivity and living ish crown (the US, of course, heavilylt resembles something like the 13 cortually constitutes the EU's central execuinterests of the broad masses - albeit
standards it is in a completely differentborrowed Roman forms, symbols andederated American states before 1787tive. initially under capitalism - are qualita-
higher, league. The EU's GDP is marginstyles - look at its mixed constitution, the parts are still more important than the It is vital to highlight what we are tively advanced. To bring forward this
ally bigger than that of the United Statesmperial eagles and the classic architeswhole. The EU is a fractious amalgam ogainst - lack of democracy, the neolibimmediate aim the following seven de-
(though the US has a much smaller poptre of Washington's famous state buildvery unevenly developed states. But theral agenda, the growth and stabilitynands, specifically concerning the EU,
lation - 290 million). True, according to aings). grain of development is not hard to dispact, plans for a fortress Europe, et@re presented:
recent World Economic Forum survey, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing - chair of thecern: wider, in the form of the 10 newHowever, socialism requires a positivel. For a republican United States of Eu-
the US remains “significantly more com-EU’s constitutional conference - hasnembers and in a few years maybe ygrogramme. We must say, even if it is imope. No to Giscard d'Estaing’s consti-
petitive”; nevertheless the EU is stillcompared his own work to that of themore; deeper, in the form of enhancedutline, what we are for. tution. Abolish the council of ministers
committed to become the “most comfounding fathers of the US. His draftpolitico-legal institutions. The EU al- The EU draft constitution should beand sack the unelected commissioners.
petitive and dynamic, knowledge-basedonstitution is designed to inspire supraready has the European Central Bansarefully studied. It is an eminentlyFor a single-chamber, executive and leg-
economy in the world by 2010Fihan-  national loyalty. The preamble is drawrand the euro, a council of ministers, thevorthwhile exercise to distinguish be-slative, continental congress of the peo-
cial TimesApril 27). Whether or not that in part from the French Revolution’s European Commission, an elected patween what should be kept and whaples of Europe, elected by universal
particular target is met is a moot point;Rights of man’ and the US declarationliament and a European Court of Justicehould be deleted. Drawing up an alteisuffrage and proportional representa-
but palpably the EU constitutes the onlyf independence. There are plenty oBut how deep? That essentially is theative draft on that basid deciding tion.
seriouspotentialchallenger to US glo- fine words about “human dignity”, “the question Giscard d’Estaing’s constituwhat should be addezbviously neces- 2. Nationalise all banks in the EU and put
bal hegemony. And although May 1 willrule of law”, “tolerance” and “fundamen- tion sought to answer. sitates long and painstakingly detailedhe ECB under the direct, democratic
boost the EU's GDP by a mere five pertal rights” (part Il). The EU is described ~ Since he delivered his draft on July 1@xhanges on the left. That comrades froepntrol of the European congress. No to
cent - most of the accession countriess a “union of European states which2003 the 15 member and 10 candidatéaly and France want a “line of discusthe stability pact and spending limits.
are relatively poor, with rates of producwhile retaining their national identities,governments have been locked ision” at the London European SocialisStop privatisation and so-called private
tivity between a half and a fifth less tharclosely coordinate their policies at thefraught negotiations. Spain - a middleForum over October 15-17 wholly de-finance initiatives. End subsidies to, and
the EU 15's average - there is no doubEuropean level, and administer certaimanking EU state - strongly opposed &oted to the EU constitution is thereforeax breaks for, big business. Tax income
ing the political and strategic importancezommon competencies on a federal batiminution of its powers. Poland - an-to be warmly welcomed. and capital. Abolish VAT. Yes to work-
of expansion. sis” (title Ill, article 9). He proposes aother middle-ranking state - raised simi- For our part, we say that if the work-ers’ control over big business and the

The ghost of Yalta has finally been exsystem of dual citizenship - home counlar objections. December’s deadline foing class is ever to realise the goal of s@verall direction of the economy. Yes to
orcised. Eight of the 10 were either oncey and EU (title II, article 8). The draft final negotiations came and went and fagialism in Europe, or anywhere else, it it massive programme of house-building
an integral part of the USSR or constieonstitution also contains mention of thea while it appeared that the whole thingssential to actively intervene and takand public works.
tuted its defensive shield against Natpossibility of “voluntary withdrawal” would end in hopeless stalemate. Ovexleadin the battle for democracy under3. For the levelling up of wages and so-
and the capitalist west. Now Europe - &om the EU (article 59). An innovation. the next few weeks, however, under theapitalism. Without that socialism is im-cial provisions. For a maximum 35-hour
tidal continent of the mind - laps at Rus-Till now there have been no provisiondrish presidency, there will be anothepossible. Where the member-states ameek and a common minimum income.
sia’s flanks and borders the Ukraine anbr opting out. attempt to hammer out an agreemeriiaggling over a cribbed and crampedEnd all anti-trade union laws. For the right
Belarus. Russia’'s front door, St Priorattempts to create European unitjrish foreign minister Brian Cowen wantsquasi-democratic EU, the left is duty-to organise and the right to strike. For
Petersburg, its second city, is just a shorave relied on war and the brutal domian intergovernmental conference obound to develop an alternative visioriop-quality healthcare, housing and
hop away. nation of one country over others. EuMay 17 and a final deal struck by mid-of a united Europe in which democracyeducation, allocated according to need.

Last year George Bush put on a lavriope may have been united in the pasiune. is greatly expanded and filled with a defi-Abolish all restrictions on abortion. Fight
ish White House banquet for Romandut this was unity achieved only with Even if an agreement is cobbled tonite social content. for substantive equality between men
Prodi, the president of the Europeathe manacles of national oppressiorgether, there are other hurdles to cross.Whether European unity is to be fedand women.

Commission. Keen to impress his hostThat is no longer the case. Since the eridot only is it necessary to get the Eurceral or confederal, it is at present no#. End the Common Agricultural Policy.
Prodi reportedly boasted about imminensf World War Il the European bourgeoi-pean and national parliaments to vote fdreing brought about under the direct oBtop all subsidies for big farms and the
European expansion and how the Eldie - particularly in France and Germanyt; many countries will have to submit theindirect impact of working class self-ac-ecological destruction of the country-
was destined to become a key world have had to pursue their aim of integragonstitution to a referendum. That nowivity - as envisaged by Marxists suctside. Nationalise all land. Temporary re-
player in its own right. “Sounds like thetion through the market, without war andncludes the United Kingdom, of courseas Fredrick Engels, Karl Kautsky andieffor small farmers. Green the cities. Free
Roman empire, Romano,” remarked # a quasi-democratic fashion. With theHaving flatly rejected all such demandsl.eon Trotsky. So the working class hasirban public transport. Create extensive
well briefed BushThe EconomisDe- huge and constantly renewed power cfony Blair performed his sudden ancho reason to endorse, applaud or joiwilderness areas - forests, marshes,
cember 2003). Presumably a barbed putie modern working class and the horhumiliating U-turn. Tarnished by the warwith either the EU federalists or theheath land - for the preservation and re-
down. rors of fascism seared onto the collecand occupation of Irag, under growingconfederalists who stubbornly insist orhabilitation of animal and plant life and

Opponents of “ever closer” Europeartive consciousness, they have littlgoressure from Michael Howard's reinvig-maintaining existing state rights. the enjoyment and fulfilment of the
unity - whether American neocons, lefichoice in the matter. That is why in Eu-orated Tories, hounded by the rightwing Communists wish in general to bringpopulation.
reformists or xenophobic little Britishersrope the philosophy of Georg Hegel hagress and crucially threatened with about the closest voluntary unity of5. No to the Rapid Reaction Force, Nato
- like to equate the EU with the Romarbeen eclipsed by that of Emmanuel Kantvithdrawal of support by Rupert Mur-peoples - and in the biggest state uniand all standing armies. Yes to a popu-
empire. A jaundiced comparison which Not that the working class is in thedoch and his media empire, he decideat that. All the better to conduct thdar, democratic militia, equipped with the
implies fragility, hubris and the inevita- driving seat. Continental unity is beingto go for the least worst option and kickstruggle of class against class and prerost advanced and destructive weap-
bility of ruin. forged in the overarching interests othe constitution into the long grasspare the wide ground needed for sociabnry.

Memory of Roman glory has, thoughcapital, which is organising Europe intoThere is unlikely to be a UK referendunism. Hence our formulation, “To the 6. No to ‘Fortress Europe’. Yes to the free
inspired one imperial unifier after an-a blood bank - a bigger and biggetil after the next general election - 200%xtent the EU becomes a state that nezovement of people into and out of the
other. Charlemagne, king of the Frankssource of surplus value, ever ready tor 2006. Nevertheless a high-risk straEessitates EU-wide trade unions and BU. For citizenship and voting rights for
famously established an empire whiclimeet its vampirish needs. Indeed Giscaregy - not least because of lurid xenophd&Zommunist Party of the EUWeekly all who have been resident in the EU for
stretched from the Pyrenees in the westEstaing’s draft constitution containsbic propaganda, the very idea of an EWorker‘What we fight for’). longer than six months.
to the Danube in the east and from Hana veritable peon of praise for the capitaleonstitution is at present deeply un- That explains why we are far from in-7. For the closest coordination of all
burg in the north to Sicily in the south.ist market and the virtues of competitiorpopular with a large swathe of the Britdifferent about the EU draft constitutionworking class forces in the EU. Promote
His Renovatio Imperii Romarthe Re- (title VII, chapters | and ). However, ish electorate. and the project of unifying Europe.EU-wide industrial unions - eg, railways,
newal of the Roman Empire, was formallcapitalism is inherently fractured, not Naturally little Britain nationalists - of Where they have made their bureaucratienergy, communications, engineering,
inaugurated in December 800 AD andleast along national lines, and is moredhe left variety as well as the right - havé&urope from above, we must make oueivil service, printand media. For a demo-
though it quickly disintegrated follow- ver in historic decline. With each yearobjected to the draft constitution virtu-democratic Europe from below. Therecratic and effective EU Trade Union
ing his death, the idea Bfax Romana that passes it becomes ever more impoally as a matter of principle. They loatrshould be no truck with calls to pull theCongress. For a single, centralised, revo-
continued to exert a powerful materiakible and riven with contradictions.everything European, fear any furthetJK out of the EU because it is a “bossedutionary party: ie, the Communist Party
influence. Hence European unity proceeds fitfullyloss of sovereignty and want to keep thelub”, or because it is not “socialist’. A of the European Union.

In Charlemagne’s footsteps there folthrough an endless series of torturegdound in perpetuity. Tony Benn and thelear case of pandering to left national- Armed with such a continental-wide
lowed Spain in the 15th and 16th centunegotiations and backtracking nationaMorning Stars Communist Party of Brit- ism. One might just as well suggest pullprogramme, a social Europe, the United
ries, Napoleonic France and Hitlercompromises. ain logically thus join together with theing the working class out of Britain. ~ Socialist States of Europe, can be real-
Germany. Succeeding generations Compared to the US in the 18th cenmost obnoxious elements of the far right, Not that such a daft programme haised. By taking the lead over every demo-
donned the trappings of the past. Eg, taury, European unity has thereforancluding the UK Independence Partyiot been tried. In the 18th and 19th cereratic shortcoming, by coordinating our
reward loyal minions, in 1802 Napoleonevolved thus far at a much more cautiousnd the British National Party, in de-tury there were those utopians who adefensive and offensive activity, by
founded the Légion d’Honneur on theand protracted - and for our rulers amanding a British withdrawal from thegued that communists should havéuilding upon our strength and extend-
model of the Roman Legio Honoratorumaltogether safer - pace. There has bedl. A reactionary perspective which, inothing to do with bourgeois society. Iting our room for manoeuvre through
and he invoked Charlemagne during higo great wave of liberation nor the vol-hardly needs saying, owes nothingvas by definition a capitalist or “bosses'securing far-reaching economic and
1804 coronation. Nazis gave the Romagntary coming together of risen peoplesivhatsoever to internationalism. club”. They established colonies in thepolitical gains, we can change the
stiff-arm salute and cried “Heil Hitler!” - Nevertheless, European integration, Not that the Respect coalition and it#Americas, which would practise equal-bosses’ club” into a workers’ club
a copy of “Hail Caesar!” And when athough piecemeal and only quasi-demdeading component is noticeably betteity and fraternity. Suffice to say, they Jack Conrad
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ESF

Their Europe or ours

he ‘Campaign for a Europeancomrade Nineham did not know ofAction are of course very much mistaketend to be more sophisticated. The meetountries.
Constitutional Democracy’ met Blair’s volte-face at the time, he hasf they believe the EU is a “non-issue”.ing in Istanbul was presented with two Both areas of work have been kept
publicly for the first time in Istan- since repeated the absurd notion th&uite the opposite: it is a highly controdocuments: a short ‘Declaration for aapart rather artificially in the last few
bul on April 17, at the latest as-the EU constitution is a non-issue inversial question and hotly debated bgemocratic and social Europe’ and aears. For example, political parties are
sembly to prepare for the third EuropeaBritain. At the latest meeting of the Brit- the labour movement. The TUC, for exfour-page background paper, entitlechot allowed to openly participate in the
Social Forum. So far, mainly organisaish ESF coordinating committee onample, has backed not only the EU, bu€onstituent movements’. Both will be European and World Social Forums.
tions from Italy and France have beerpril 22, he ridiculed the French pro-also its draft constitution. It believes thafurther discussed at an assembly in Junelow the left should contest the Euro-
involved in this campaign, which aimsposal that our London ESF in Octobethe introduction of some of its labourcalled ‘Proposals for another Europe’pean elections has not once been dis-
to develop &uropean chartems a 2004 should focus on the EU and itséaws would actually lead to improvedWe are hoping to make them availableussed at the ESF. Instead, the same
counter-document to the Europeawonstitution. He insisted that the quesworking conditions for many British on our website. people who go to the ESF have met sepa-
Union’s draft constitution. tion of war would have to be the mainworkers. A number of big unions are less Reading through them, | got the feel+ately to discuss joint election slates in
This good and somewhat overduéopic throughout, because “we are liventhusiastic and reject the constitutiomg that the comrades are desperateBither the ‘European Left Party’ (the gath-
initiative was greeted with scepticisming in the heartland of neoliberalism”. - without, however, putting forward antrying to straddle two different constitu- ering of mostly ‘official’ communist par-
by Chris Nineham (Socialist Workers The notion that both issues are imalternative vision for a Europe from be-encies. On the one hand, a number of aies and Rifondazione) or the
Party) and Redmond O’'Neill (Ken Liv- portant and that both could promi-low. ganisations involved in this campaigrfAnti-capitalist left’ (Fourth Internation-
ingstone’s adviser and a member of theently feature seems beyond the SWP. Ditto in the Labour Party: the parlia-have representatives in the Europeaalist-led).
underground sect, Socialist Action)lt is the war or nothing for our com- mentary Labour Party is of course in faparliament, not least Rifondazione Comu- It says a lot about the state of the Brit-
They used the small meeting in Istanrades, who still seem to be under theour of the constitution - while the leftnista (Italy) and the Communist Party ofish left that, despite the wholly inad-
bul to declare hownimportantthe illusion that they can catapult a big secand the majority of constituency activrance. The ‘Declaration’ especiallyequate and hesitant moves of our
issue of the EU and its constitution ardion of the anti-war movementinto SWPists are dead against it. TMorning reads like a brief election manifesto. OrEuropean comrades on the EU and left
to the British people - meanwhile in themembership. It has not worked so farStars Communist Party of Britain is sothe other hand, those same parties hauaity, they are far in advance of any-
real world Tony Blair buckled under but it looks like the comrades are stiliconcerned about the EU that it advobeen heavily involved - mostly throughthing on offer from the likes of the
massive pressure and announced hi/ing. cates British withdrawal. front organisations - in the so-calledSWP[
U-turn on a referendum. Although The SWP and their allies in Socialist Fortunately, our European comradesocial movements in their respective Tina Becker

Common space

Franco Russo, a member of the national committee of
Rifondazione Comunista, is active in the campaign for a
democratic, alternative EU. Tina Becker spoke to him in Istapbul

For three years now, this working level. For decades, they simply did nobut itis not what we are trying to achieve
group has been meeting on and take the question seriously. But now, th&he document was discussed by

-

off to discuss the European anti-globalisation movement has the innumber of organisations and attemp
constitution and theresponsethe tellectual capacity and the actuato provide afirm base from which we cal
left should develop. Tell me strength to take this task on. We haveperate - in and out of parliament. Fo
about the work you have done so  expanded a lot recently, bringing togetheexample, article V-7 of the constitution
far. social movements, unions, migrant ortreaty stipulates that national govern
The European question is about ovelganisations, political forces, etc. ments make all decisions when it com

coming the national state in order to The question that faces us today ito the constitution. If this process is le
respond to the process of privatisathis: are we happy to remain in the nain the hands of the governments, th
tion, the destruction of the welfaretion-state or do we attempt to overcomean decide on the rights and the spacBe"°'“t'°“ is a process”

state and workers’ rights. | under-this by establishing what we in Italy callthat every individual in Europe can havewe must also seek unity. This is not verjrave the chance to make a difference.
stand very easily why people, espea supranational democracy? In the fighBut if this were in the hands of the EUeasy. We have failed in the last decades.
cially in Sweden and many on the leffor this democracy we think it is possi-parliament, | think the grassroots move- Our movement is a constituent moveThink about the Stalinist economy:
in Britain, are very concerned abouble to have a constituent movement thahents could exercise a great deal of inment. | refer you to Bruce Ackerman’sthis was exploitation of workers, peas-
the European Union and the draffights for a society built bottom-up, notfluence on MEPs in order to reform theexcellent book/Ve the peoplabout the ants and nature. We are now able not
constitution. So am |, of course. Buttop-down. constitution in the way we want. revolutionary character of the Americanonly to modify, but radically change
the problem is that today it is not just There are divisions between Blair, For example, a few months ago, we igonstitution. He argues that there is nahe social and economic order. Now
the nation-state which is carrying outSchréder and Chirac on Iraq and othdtaly launched a petition for Europearpne single point in history in which thewe have different parameters: social
neoliberal policies - it is increasingly issues. But all of them want a strong foreitizenship, aiming for one million signa-whole constitutional structure is remod-ights for everybody - universal rights.
the EU. It is the main driving force in tress Europe, with a strong military wingtures across the continent. \We want telled. It is part of a longer process - civil  When enterprises invest they do it
destroying the conquests made bthat can play a leading role in the geopressurise the EU commission and pawars, popular movements and so forthfor profit. The Soviet Union was not

our social movements in the 20thpolitical global theatre. liament in this way. Howdoyou square thatwithbeinga able to substitute something else for
century. | feel our common space is Our view is different: we fight for the You seem to concentrate aloton member of a revolutionary party? this system. Now we can. The capa-
Europe. demilitarisation of Europe to establishpardiamentary change. | believe that revolution is a process toabilities of human beings can be un-

On the other hand, we have to recpeace. This is a key task for us. AnothéFhe most important thing is of courselhe sort of revolution that was made ifeashed in this period. We all have
ognise that the bourgeois leaderexample: we have to cut the link betweethe movement from below - against priRussia was of course - more or less - different needs: disabled people have
ships in the 1950s had a venthe nation-state and citizenship. All peovatisations, against the liberalisation ogingle point in history. But it resulted in different needs from non-disabled
impressive vision. They answered ale of any colour and any backgroundthe job market and so on. Margarea very bad outcome, because they digeople, young people from old peo-
crucial question: the question of wamigrants or not, who reside in Europelhatcher, too, was against the bureaucot agree on the need for permanemile, etc. Society should respond to all
and peace in Europe. For centurieshould be entitled to European citizenracy of Europe, but she wanted to exploievolution. | do not mean this in the Trot-those different needs. We need to plan
their rivalries led to wars and massship and all the civil, political and socialthis slogan in order to implement theskyist sense, but the need for a continurow to spend our resources, how to
destruction. Their method was unifi-rights that come with it. This meanssame neoliberal policies herself. ous revolution: to build step by step theproduce for all those needs. But it is
cation through the market, which inbuilding a new society. Up till now, the At the same time, if we can introduceextension of democracy, the enlargeimportant that this plan is not imposed
their view was the best way to overnation-state has stopped us acting t@ome element of democratisation into thanent of rights. from above in a Stalinist way, but
come the deadly conflicts betweergether, so we need to overcome it to builEuropean constitution through the EULet me quote the last sentence of comes from the people below. Every-
France and Germany, France and new social contract on our terms. Iparliament, then that would be a goothe document: “The EUmusthelpto  body must have the right to get in-
Britain, and so on. This was very im-must be constructed around universahing. We must overcome the artificialestablish global centres of democ- volved in the decision-making

aginative, you know. rights. Every person should have thelistinction between the institutionalracy to stop the world’s most process. Our democracy must be radi-
The forerunners of the EU also right to dignity, education, health, freeroute and the grassroots movementpowerful countries and economies cal and all-encompassiilg

served as a bulwark against movement, sexual choice. This is th&he movement is so large that we cafrom destroying our planet.” This

communism in Europe, didn’t very real and daunting constitutionalembrace both elements. For example, kpuld be interpreted as a plea to

they? challenge that faces us. Italy, we have often used parliament tGupport the good European bour-

The left and communist parties weréfou propose a great many detailed make propaganda against the war. At trgeoisie against the bad American

not able to respond to this unifica-changes to the draft of the EU same time, we have organised millionene. Eumpe assembly

tion through the market - mainly be-constitution. 1 could nothelpbutget  of people on demonstrations. There i©f course governments have differeny ‘Proposals for another Europe
cause of the great barrier that usethe impression thatyou putforward no exclusive way to go about protesttactics, but | do not subscribe to a divi] towards the London Europea(r

to divide Europe. The communistthe view that the draft could be ing. But we are also not the only onesion between good government and bgd Social Forum’, Saturday an
parties were concerned with supporamended further and furtheruntilit  who are radical. We sometimes need @overnment. We should not supporf Sunday, May 22-23, Rome.
for the USSR and refused to engaghas become ours. form alliances with other political partiesone over the other.

in the new fight on the Europeanl can see why you got this impressionand unions. We have to be radical, but But for the first time in our history we
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ALTERNATIVES

“The new
platform is,
above all, a
grouping of CPGB
partisans. We are
loyal members,
accept the
party’s rules, are
committed to
unity in action,
and fully support
the statement
‘What we fight
for’, published in
every issue of
our paper, the
Weekly Worker.
We recommend
you read that
excellent
summary, and (as
it says) if you
accept its
principles, we
urge you to join
the CPGB.

The name of
our platform is
formed of initials
standing for
Republicanism,
Equality and
Democracy - a
somewhat
shorter acronym
than Respect’s,
but one which
broadly
encapsulates the
principles it has
rejected”

Red Platform founded

egular readers of th&eekly only acceptance of, its programme. Anpur natural allies: it is barely more than astruggle to maintain democracy must be
Workerwill know that there real mass workers’ party will draw to-year since the CPGB was proposing taonstant and fierce, and is never finally
has been a serious debate igether thousands of comrades of diffefaunch a joint SA minority paper with won. Complacency precedes bureauc-
our party recently over the ent political backgrounds, and hundredthem. Though some resist engagememicy. The CPGB has a strong, open cul-
proper tactics to adopt towards Respeabf thousands of workers, students, antiwith Respect, they do not make this aure: we must all actively defend it.
Our March 21 aggregate passed a rescapitalists, peace campaigners and othendition of membership, and a minor- We therefore argue that:
lution requiring us to work for “the big- ers. The way to build a party from suclity believe, as we do, that Respect cart. The Provisional Central Committee
gest possible vote for Respect”, andorces is not, as Respect seeks to do, tot simply be ‘worked round’. We must operate openly in front of the mem-
failing to make that electoral support conlower its politics to a mere universallyshould be still be part of that debate witrbership. To be able to hold the PCC to
ditional on the three issues we had prainexceptionable general beneficencéhem. We believe that comrade Johmaccount, we must know what it is doing
viously been pressing on the coalition'ut to present a clear programme for Bridge was wrong to lead a walkout fromand why. The PCC must therefore dis-
leadership: republicanism, open bordersocialist future, actively work for its the SADP, but argue that, even if he hattibute minutes of its meetings to all
and workers’ representation on a workachievement and invite others to joirbeen right, the grounds on which he didnembers. The minutes should omit only
er's wage. that struggle - while, if necessary, debato are now irrelevant. Demanding thatnaterial which if published might harm
Some of us argued that this was a breakg the politics driving that action. all members of the SADP retain papethe party or the legitimate personal in-
with our original strategy. We engaged Note that we seek socialist unity andnembership of a defunct wider SA isterests of identifiable members.
with Respect to highlight its opportun-not merely unity. The class collaborationhow absurd. 2. TheWeekly Workemust be open to
ist nature, and its retreat from the poliist appetites of Respect were starkly re3. Intervention into the Labour Party.the membership. The editor should be-
tics of the Socialist Alliance. Thaleekly vealed at their founding conference, afhough hijacked by an overtly pro-gin from the position that articles sub-
Workerfollowing the Respect launch they jettisoned every policy whichbourgeois leadership in the form of ‘Newmitted for publication by members
carried the headline “A bonfire of prin- would make unprincipled alliance posLabour’, the Labour Party retains its hisshould be carried: any decision to ‘spike’
ciples: John Rees ditches the politics dfible. The absence of greater bourgedisric importance as a mass bourgeois serious and should be open to ques-
the Socialist Alliance for the platitudesforces in Respect is no credit to the coaworkers’ party. Vitally, it retains the affili- tion by our comrades. Such challenges
of Respect”. This set a tone we expectdition: merely the failure of any suchation of most British trade unions, andare valid, and the assertion that the edi-
to maintain until either we had won Re-forces to be tempted by the Respeaete cannot call for their disaffiliation while tor has the right to spike an article is not,
spect to socialism, or it had collapsedeadership’s craven flirtation. Thisthere remains no alternative workingin itself, sufficient response. There are
into irrelevance through the weight of itsreaches perhaps its lowest point in itslass party: for that would be to call forlegitimate grounds for denying publica-
own contradictions. Six comradesassociation with the reactionary Musthem to drift into apoliticism, syndical- tion, but they must be provided if such
signed an article calling for “No uncon-lim Association of Britain. ism and chaos. Neither do we believe decision is questioned.
ditional vote for Respect!”, and a reso- Whatever our differences with themthat the Labour Party can be ‘reclaimed’3. We should cultivate criticism. Criticism
lution was proposed to overturn thewne recognise comradeship with memas some sincere socialists who are stii§ not a right: it is a duty; and comrades
decision of March 21 at the next aggrebers of the Alliance for Workers' Liberty, in Labour believe. Our aim should be tadischarging that duty should be treated
gate. the Socialist Party, the Socialist Workerslevelop contacts within the party, towith respect. Naturally their criticisms
That took place on April 24, and theParty, Workers Power and many otheintervene at the meetings of its leftmay not be accepted, and be politically
debate there was far fuller and moréeft groups. We believe that we shouldjroupings, and ultimately to publish aopposed, but accusations of disloyalty,
evenly matched than the preceding onsupport progressive projects to coher@urnal specifically addressing its poli-indiscipline or dishonesty should only

We had clearly increased our supporthem into larger, democratic structuredjcs. be made with the most serious justifica-
but still failed to secure a majority. A and promote our partyist project in those tion. The leadership particularly should
move to overturn the previous resolustructures. remember that it acts from an inherently
tion and decide our voting policy closer We therefore call for: II. To defend party stronger position than any rank and file

to the election was lost by less than twa. Maintenance of critical engagementiemocracy critic, and the way in which their criticism
to one, and another to impose conditiongith Respect all the way to the ballot boxThe remarkable and continued succeds received creates the atmosphere
on electoral support by a larger marginwWe must support only candidates whef theWeekly Workeis a credit to the which any other comrade, who might
An emergency motion to refuse to supeampaign for republicanism and opeilCPGB and represents our main politicatontemplate criticism in the future,
port Respect candidates who were mentorders, and will accept a worker’s wageveapon. Attracting something like breathes. It is true that we should help
bers of the reactionary Muslimif elected: as by doing so they will be10,000 readers a week to both print andll comrades develop their political resil-
Association of Britain was closest of all,breaking with the populist Respectlectronic versions, it is the most widelyience for the struggle, but the attitude
but was still defeated. A full report of theagenda. We must not support memberead journal of the British left: politically that comrades should simply be tough
aggregate appears elsewhere in theséthe Muslim Association of Britain. relevant in a way th&ocialist Worker enough to cope with whatever is thrown
pages [see opposite - ed]. Although at We believe that Respect, as currentifhough supported by thousands of paat them is a macho pose which has no
the time of writing we had not read thisformed, is a blind alley for working classper-sellers at every demonstration anglace in a communist organisation. Criti-
report, it doubtless gives a fuller descriprepresentation: an unprincipled, opporeft meeting, cannot hope to become. cism should be treated as a principled
tion of the debates. tunist electoral project that stands no The paper’s reputation and impor-activity unless there is the strongest rea-
Two of us feel that not only must thischance of winning power and will dull tance are built on its openness. It offerson to genuinely (and not merely rhe-
debate go on, but that it has raised momather than raise political consciousnessot only the politics of the CPGB leader-torically) doubt its motivation.
general questions about our strateggn the left and in the class. In the unlikelghip, but of those who disagree bot“ .
and method. We have therefore decideeivent that, say, John Rees wins electianside the party and out. It reports botHll- To build the CPGB
to form a platform within the CPGB to as an MEP, he will use this to reinforcehe party’s own debates, and the debaté¥e believe that the CPGB pays inad-
argue our case. An outline of that casthe political thesis he spelled out at thgoing on in other left organisations. In-equate attention to the simplest and
appears below, and we would urge conRespect launch: that the SA failedleed, it is read not least by members ahost direct method of building a new
rades sympathetic to it to join us, andhrough being socialist, that the work-other groups wanting to find out whatCommunist Party: recruitment. The re-

help shape the platform and, above aling class is not ready to hear a socialisheir own leadership are doing! luctance to become a mere recruiting
our party. message, and that it can be tricked into But the party’s democracy is not asect is understandable, and indeed com-
Manny Neira voting for revolutionary change in soci-device to keep the paper interestingmendable - we do not wish to see casual

Cameron Richards ety without realising it. Lenin’s call for “freedom in discussion contacts signed up to some empty ‘mem-

CPGB Red Platform We agree with comrade Marcusand criticism, unity in action” - demo- bership’ without understanding, activ-
. Strom’s analysis that Respect candieratic centralism - is a consciously theoity and commitment. However, we
Founding statement dates would only accept our conditionsised form of a method which is believe that it is possible to make the
The Red Platform of the Communistif there were a “political revolution” in instinctive in working class organisa-opposite mistake, and neglect the impor-
Party of Great Britain is, above all, aRespect, and should therefore make otions. Workers have power only by acttance of winning politically conscious
grouping of CPGB partisans. We aresupport contingent on precisely thaing together. A single striker can beindividuals to our banner. Further, merely
loyal members, accept the party’s rulegevolution taking place. The fact thateplaced: a whole shop floor on strikesigning up’ a new comrade is not suffi-
are committed to unity in action, andsuch conditions were not applied to théalts production. Once the majority havecient: it is merely the beginning of a proc-
fully support the statement ‘What weSA or the Socialist Labour Party reflectspoken, all must act: but the minorityess of learning and deepening which
fight for’, published in every issue of ourtheir objectively different nature: what-need not be silent. should continue throughout that new
paper, thaVeekly WorkeWe recom- ever their weaknesses, they were pro- This is because unity is not enoughcomrade’s political career, and not stop
mend you read that excellent summangressive and inherently partyistHow can we determine the best strateggven on election to leadership!
and (as it says) if you accept its principrojects. Respect is the political negatiothe most effective tactics? Only through This is what an American bourgeois
ples, we urge you to join the CPGB. of the SA, a regressive tactic employedebate. No leadership group, howevepalitician might call ‘motherhood and
The name of our platform is formed ofby the leadership of the SWP to engagexperienced or theoretically advancedapple pie’: a statement so obviously
initials standing for Republicanism, with the anti-war movement not as poean be relied upon to decide for anyworthy that it is difficult to dispute. How-
Equality and Democracy - a somewhalitical leaders, but opportunist hangersworkers’ collective. Without democracy, ever, we believe that, in this case, politi-
shorter acronym than Respect's, but onen. they become myopic and intransigentcal approval is stopping short of action,
which broadly encapsulates the princi2. Rejoining the Socialist Alliance De-and the organisations they lead increasnd wish to see a fresh initiative adopted
ples it has rejected. mocracy Platform. The SWP leadershifngly weak, distant, and irrelevant. Theto winning individual comrades to the
Our aims are: behaved contemptibly in not leaving thestories of a dozen left sects in livingCPGB's banner.
SA once it had ceased to support it, butiemory come vividly to mind: what hap- Join us!
._p= in remaining members simply to use itpened to the high hopes which sur "
I T? promote socialist majority to attempt to crush it as a posrounded the formation of the SLP?  If you support the principles outlined
unity sible source of socialist opposition. The Democracy is not only right - it works. above, join the Red Platform.
The CPGB is distinctive on the left in SADP, which the CPGB helped foundNor is it sufficient to rely on a formal
demanding not agreement with, buis right to oppose them. Its comrades asstructure or democratic ‘tradition’. The Workers of the world, unite!

CPGB Red Platform: email: red@cpgh.org.uk, web: www.cpghb.org.uk/red, tel: 0794 997 996 5.
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AGGREGATE

Critical support for Respect
confirmed by members

However, a minority think support should also be conditional and exclude MAB candidates

he April 24 members’ aggregatenot socialist: in that it does not posit reRichards concluded. the left. There was disagreement about the
of the CPGB voted to stand bybuilding society on a new basis. When During the long debate that followed, The clearest disagreement betwedikely consequences of a high vote for
its previous decision to “work to they gain political power such coalitionscomrade Mike Macnair proposed arsupporters of the March 21 resolutiorRespect in the elections. For the working
ensure the biggest possible votean metamorphose into popular fronamendment to comrade Richards’ moand supporters of the Richards motioalass, SWP members standing as Respect
for Respect on June 10" despite a mowgovernments. But in his view it is a mistion, so that it would read: “This aggre-was seen on the question of whether avould obviously be better representa-
to overturn it by a significant minority. take to dismiss such left populist coaligate overturns the decision of thenot Respect is a continuation of Peadives than New Labour or the Liberal
The previous aggregate (on Marchions as inevitable future popular frontgprevious meeting to give blanket supand Justice. Comrade Richards debemocrats, said comrade Rock. Also if
21) had passed the following resolutionand refuse to support them. Respect maprt to Respect in the June elections. Theeribed Peace and Justice as the embrigespect candidates are elected, it will
“Recognising the need for the anti-warbecome a popular front, or it may be th€PGB will make recommendations forof Respect. Comrade lan Donovan saidvercome the general feeling in society
pro-working class opposition to Blair toembryo of a left party in Britain. We arevoting in the week of the elections in theit was hard to analyse Peace and Justi¢bat there is no point in voting and spe-
take on partyist form, the CPGB will workentering Respect very critically: despitdight of the character of the election cambecause it never actually happened - difically no point in voting for the left.
to ensure the biggest possible vote faxhat some of our more stupid criticgpaign.” He said it is impossible at thiswas only a rumour. But if the SWP hadComrade Becker pointed out that the
Respect on June 10.” Many comradeslaim, we are hardly sucking up to thestage to predict what recommendatiodropped the “shibboleths” of gay andpartyist logic of the project would be
thought the decision had been taken ta®ocialist Workers Party. will best express our class and partyistvomen’s rights, and made a bloc with théoosted, with the need for hard policies
hastily without enough debate, while Although we want a political revolu- political position. It will almost certainly mosque on the mosque’s terms, it wouldnd for branches to become real.
others believed that the Party shouldon in Respect, it would be counterprobe different in different regions. We werenot have been supportable. But this is Comrade Neira, in contrast, thought
have adopted such a position weekguctive to make our support conditionabremature to decide to call for a vote fonot an accurate description of Respedhat if the SWP succeeds in getting peo-
earlier. The debate among comradas such a revolution, concluded comRespect so far in advance of the electiondhe Muslim Association of Britain ple elected they will see it as a confirma-
about Respect - what it is, whether tgade Strém. It would enable the SWP to Comrade Tina Becker disagreed, sayefuses to join Respect precisely betion of their line that socialism does not
support it and if so in what way - hasortray us as a group working withining the amendment suffers from failurecause of Respect's commitment to gawork and must be jettisoned. It will lower
continued in th&Veeekly Workein Party - Respect but not wishing for it to perfornto give a lead. especially as it is mosand women's rights. Muslims in Respecthe consciousness of those involved.
meetings across the country, and vigell. unlikely there will be drastic changesare being pulled away from reactionanComrade Bridge said things have to be
email. The Provisional Central Commit- Comrade Richards spoke next, introbetween now and the beginning of Juneziews. Comrade Manson said it waseen in the round: success would have
tee therefore arranged another aggregatacing his motion. He described theComrade Lee Rock also rejected thelear at the January 25 launch conferendts negative side, but this would be out-
on April 24 to give members an opporresolution passed on March 21 as a pramendment, as we cannot intervene efhat Respect is not the same as Peaaeighed by the positive aspects (was the
tunity to continue the discussion collecfound mistake. Implying both blanketfectively in Respect if we refrain from and Justice. election of six Scottish Socialist Party
tively and to put forward and vote onand unconditional support for Respectleciding until June whether we will rec- Comrade Stan Keable made the poiISPs to be regardaiimplyas confirma-
alternatives. it commits us to voting for reactionariesommend voting for it. He said that if that our exposure of the opportunism dfion that embracing nationalism pays?).
Comrade Cameron Richards proposestho may stand on the Respect ticket, Heespect consisted only of the SWP ithe SWP’s plans for Peace and Justiddut he thought that there was little pos-
the following: “This aggregate overturnssaid. The source of the mistake is thevould not be worth bothering with, buthelped to ensure that the MAB was nasibility of Respect doing well, and noth-
the decision of the previous meeting t®CC, which has been zig-zagging ome are able to meet new people at Reble to be part of Respect on its term$g we can do could tip the balance.
give blanket support to Respect in thRespect and its predecessor, Peace akct meetings. He would not rule ouain example of the good we can do bomrade Becker said the worst outcome
June elections. Instead, the CPGB willustice, since last summer. Comrade Rialling for a vote for others, not least théoeing involved. Comrade Phil Kent saidvould be a failure of Respect: the SWP
advocate voting for Respect where inehards said he agreed with the analysBocialist Party. As he did at the Marctthat, as part of our fight to forge a Comwould retreat to sectism and there would
dividual candidates in single-membegiven in Jack Conrad’s ‘Party notes'aggregate, however, comrade Rock agiunist Party, our aim should be to splibe no left unity project anywhere.
constituencies (GLA, mayor, council)column, headed ‘The necessity of classised against “putting all our eggs in onghe SWP. In his view, the struggle for After along and comprehensive debate,
announce their support and campaig(weekly Workeduly 3 2003), which basket” - that is, making Respect ousuch a party must be waged inside Réhe aggregate voted to reject comrade
for the following: open borders, republi-“gives a correct analysis” of the previ-only area of work. We were right to leavespect, just as in the 1980s it was foughiflacnair's amendment by a margin of just
canism and a worker’'s wage. Given theus Peace and Justice initiative. but we should have a positive engagen the old, Eurocommunist ‘official’ less than two to one, comrade Cooke’s
closed list nature of the multi-member Comrade Richards rejected suggesnent with the SA Democracy Platform,CPGB. He said this is not the first timeamendment by four to one, and comrade
constituencies for the European eledions that Respect is fundamentally difhe said, and revive our longstandingve have been “jesuitical” in our supporiRichards’ motion by a similar margin.
tions and the ‘top-up’ section for theferent from Peace and Justice. Itpolicy of left rapprochement. for candidates with rotten politics. Comrade Richards then proposed an
GLA, it will be impermissible to vote for principles on the rights of women and Comrade Peter Manson described Comrade Neira recalled defending themergency motion: “Under no circum-
Respect in these elections except wherginorities are vague enough to attradRespect as a potential left break fronCPGB against comrades in the AWL andtances do we vote for a member of the
the candidate at the top of a slate canthe mosque, and avoid confronting theéabour, which we want to encourage SA Democracy Platform who accused uMAB.” The comrade said the MAB is an
paigns for open borders, republicanisnyuestion of the right to abortion. He saidhere was no contradiction between, onf selling out to the SWP, which had beorganisation of islamic reactionaries
and a worker's wage.” he does not analyse Respect on the baiie one hand, continuing to press Refayed the Socialist Alliance. He explainedvhich is trying to infiltrate the left, as well
Steve Cooke proposed the followingf what George Galloway professes tspect candidates, and the SWP in pate them that we went into Respect beas mainstream political parties. People are
alternative as an amendment at the stasglieve, but on the basis of the behauicular, on the principles of open bordersgcause that is where we can engage witheing hoodwinked. When the left plays
of the meeting: “The CPGB supports gour of the SWP. The PCC now thinksa worker’s wage and republicanism andsincere and hard-working socialists in thgames with the mosque, it is the left which
policy of critical engagement with Re-Respect is a watered down version of then the other, voting for those candidateSWP. By criticising the basis of theends up paying the price. In recent dec-
spect, the unity coalition. The CPGB willSocialist Alliance, but this is a mistakeeven if they declined to campaign forproject and its direction, we forced theades, the left has made several literally
advocate voting for Respect where carRespect is “the negation of the Socialistuch principles. He pointed out that theSWP speakers at the Januanf@d- fatal errors in failing to recognise the true
didates announce their support anglliance”. When the SWP joined the Soleft - apart from ourselves and a few otheing convention to expose their lack ohature of political islam behind its anti-
campaign for the following: open bor-cialist Alliance, they were forced to re-notable exceptions - havercam- principle. John Rees made a “clear statémperialist face.
ders, republicanism, and a worker'sate to the rest of the left, he said. Ipaigned for republicanism. To insist nowment of opportunism”. Comrade Neira Speaking against this, comrade Bridge
wage.” Respect, they ignore all on the left whdhat they must do so in order to earn owsaid that, for weeks after, thideekly insisted that you cannot prejudge what
Comrade Marcus Strém opened thare not toadies. vote would be to mark us out as sectaMorkerturned up the heat on the SWRn individual thinks on the basis of what
debate, saying that, although Weekly  Supporters of the March 21 motiorians - the equivalent of saying we camnd provided information on Respect t@rganisation they come from. You have
Workeris not an open notice board ancirgue that there is no logical differencenly vote for ourselves. the left. He thought this effective lineto look at what they are actually saying.
the editor must retain control of what ishetween calling for a vote for Respect Agreeing with comrade Richards thawvould be continued until the election. ButComrades Mc Shane, Strém, Donovan
published, nevertheless the CPGB wehnd the for numerous candidates wthe unity coalition is a negation of thethe CPGB has “changed its position”, hend others supported comrade Bridge -
comes articles from members with differhave supported in the past. But, argueBiocialist Alliance, comrade Mannyclaimed. To call for the largest vote forMAB candidates would be standing on
ent views on the question, and we cagiomrade Richards, these candidatddeira said the SWP created Respect Respect does not serve the end of wilRespect's platform, which we had de-
feel proud that we have open debate inave usually been left-moving breakseflect the lowest-common-denominatoning the whole organisation for socialisntided was worthy of critical support.
our paper. from Labour or have had an impliedpolitics of the anti-war movement, not toor of breaking the best elements from it  This emergency motion was also de-
Openness has always been a strengshrtyist logic. Respect is not about unitpush that movement in a socialist direc- In response to claims that recent isfeated, but much more narrowly. There-
of the CPGB - another is our understandng socialist forces or moving towards dion. Comrade Strém agreed that Respesties of the paper have been soft dore the resolution passed on March 21
ing of the current historical period. Theworking class party: it is a completelyis a retreat from the Socialist Alliance, buRespect, comrade John Bridge said wemains CPGB policy. Comrade Strém
delabourisation of the Labour Party, thelegenerate organisation; as comradéis also an attempt to politicise the antiare carrying on the same attacks on thexplained, however, that in calling for the
defeat of the left and the dominance aftrom himself said, it would take thewar movement (on an inadequate basi§WP's opportunism. When people likdlargest vote for Respect he does not rule
the bourgeois pole within the Labouroverthrow of the Respect leadership fordmittedly) - something we called forMichael Lavalette and Ken Loach agreeut supporting other candidates in some
Party, makes it likely that fragments willit to acquire any socialist principles. “Dothroughout last year. Comrade Macnaiwith us on a workers’ wage and operircumstances - he mentioned Lucy
split away. Previous attempts to build amve want to follow the SWP down everythought it impossible to have coherenborders against the SWP line, it exposesnderson, the Labour candidate for
alternative, the Socialist Labour Partyhlind alley?” asked comrade Richardgpolitical representation of such a broadhe contradictions within Respect.Barnet and Camden, who had endorsed
and the Socialist Alliance, emerged athetorically. Are we saying, as the SWRand diverse movement. He said thavlichael Lavalette must have knownthe RMT’s four points. Comrade Man-
times of defeat for the left. Respect igloes, that we have to be seen to giviRespect was made up of George Gallavhen he agreed to be interviewed in theon said if an individual Respect candi-
different in that it came out of success support to things we don't agree with invay, who wants a route back into théeekly Workethat the SWP leadershipdate started to campaign on a reactionary
the 2003 anti-war movement. order to get a hearing? Labour Party; the Muslim Associationwould not condone this. platform, then of course we would urge
Al sides in the debate agree on this, Our best tactic would be to call onof Britain, which wants to cohere an Comrade Anne Mc Shane was conro support. Comrade Becker stressed
and also agree that our objective is t8WP members to rebel against their leadrganisation of political islam and cerned that observers may think we aréhat campaigning for Respect does not
build a Communist Party. Therefore dif-ership, as we did last summer. Our cuwhose approach is purely tactical; thesupporting Respect as it is now. Wenean being uncritical.
ferences in tactics must derive from difrent position isolates us from principledSWP, which is moving to the right; and,should do our best to make it clear that As comrade Strdm said, we must work
ferent analyses of the political nature opeople remaining in the Socialist Alli- by contrast, small but significant secwe are supporting itin an attempt to makevithin Respect understanding both its
Respect, comrade Strom acknowledgednce. We have no new allies in Respedtpns of the trade union movement andt what we want it to be - exactly as wewveaknesses and its potentialifles
Respect is a left populist coalition - it isand we have lost our old allies, comradeome Asian forces, which are moving tdad done in the SLP and SA. Mary Godwin
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DEBATE

Assessing Iraq and
mapping out our tasks

Two sets of theses on Iraq were circulated prior to the CPGB'’s April 24 aggregate. The first, ‘Theses on the
Iraqi intifada’, were drawn up by lan Donovan, the second, and much longer, ‘The occupation of Iraq, the
struggle against it and the tasks of communists’is Mike Macnair’s alternative. In the event time overran and
neither were discussed. Nevertheless, the question of Iraq is highly topical and in certain respects controve
In order for the left to orient itself properly in relation to these events there needs to be a full and open deb:s
not least in the pages of this paper

Theses on the Iraqi intifada

1. There has been a qualitative changmainly from the sunni minority, who havelts mass support is shown by theently leading this mass movement. Wérom the national struggle behind pre-
in the configuration of forces engagedeen accustomed to ruling in despotieobilisations it has given rise to, thedo not hide our criticisms and our warntence of trade union purism, will not save
in armed opposition to the imperialistfashion over the shia majority, particu-mass popular sentiment for nationaihgs of the danger of an Iran-type theothe left from the possible consequences
occupation of Iraq since the Unitedarly during the Ba'ath regime. It appearsinity against the occupation, tran<cratic development. But we also warrof a strengthened islamist movement.
States, as chief component of the occlikely that elements formerly of that re-scending the sunni-shia division inthe Iraqgi working class and socialistOnly the growth of its own influence
pying coalition, declared war ongime made up a significant portion of thisArabic Irag, and pressure from belowmovement that if it does not participatewithin the anti-imperialist movement can
Mugtada al-Sadr, his al-Mahdi militia ‘resistance’, along with sectarian sunnthat forced ‘moderate’ clerics and everand attempt to bring its own insights an@¢hange this balance of forces.
and their followers in general. islamist types. Thus they were incapaleading collaborators to condemn UStrategy to the masses participating in 7. The task of the left internationally is
2. In the year prior to this, there was &le of sinking roots into the shia poputhreats and atrocities against botkhe struggle, it will be handing over atwofold: to generate genuine interna-
molecular growth of discontent, whichlation. sunni and shia insurgents, who novmonopoly of this struggle to the radicational solidarity with the Iragi masses
tended in the direction of passively sup- 3. This retrograde ‘resistance’ reachettave control of several cities. clerics. struggling against imperialism; and to
porting resistance. Yet the forces resisits nadir in the sectarian massacre of shia5. Communists stand with the Iragi 6. However difficult this may appearfind ways to assist the Iraqi left in shift-
ing displayed contempt for the Iraqipilgrims in Karbala in early March 2004. masses against the coalition occupieraf this point in time, the Iraqi left musting the balance of forces within the na-
masses, and willingness to kill many of 4. The entry of al-Sadr’s shia islam-now that a considerable section of therfind a way to participate in this move-tional uprising away from the various
them, as part of an adventurist and nihikst forces into the fray has transformedhave entered the struggle. We do so iment as an independent force, as operilamist currents that at the moment
istic campaign to make Iraq ‘ungovernthis ‘resistance’ into something thatthe knowledge that there is a seriouas circumstances allow. To proclaim avield mass influenc@
able’. These forces appeared to bkas the features of a national uprisingootential danger from the forces curplague on both houses, or to hide away lan Donovan

The occupation of Iraq, the struggle against it
and the tasks of communists

1. Against the occupation and British ~ 2.1. As communists we are proletarWCPI). within Iragi society that drive the incipi- force them to suppress the jihadis or go
participation in it ian internationalists; and this means that The following theses, under heads &nt tendency towards warlordism.  to open war with the US.

1.1. The primary task of communistsour tasks are not only to fight againsand 4, should be understood in this 3.3. Strategy for getting rid of the im-  The neocons’ policy was wholly illu-
in Britain is to fight against the British our own imperialist state, but to giveframework. They are not intended terialist troops has to recognise the fagory and was seen to be so within the
state and its imperialist operations. Weuch support as may be possible to theffer a global programme for an Iragithat a direct, head-to-head military defedirst months of the occupation, as it be-
are defeatist in relation to these operaroletarian movement in every countryparty, which is not our business, but t@nd expulsion or destruction of imperi-<came clear that Chalabi’s INC and simi-
tions: that is, we would be willing to see 2.2. Given the concrete situation in ocaddress (a) the immediate catastropladist forces is impossible due to the imfar groups did not dispose of significant
Britain defeated in a war with an imperi-cupied Iraqg, this means developing workand how to fight it and (b) issues curperialists’ total air superiority and support within Irag, with the result that
alist rival, let alone a colonial war, even ifin the British workers’ movement for rently debated on the British left on thiseffective monopoly of armour. The si-Iraq cannot be a secure base for US op-
the enemy is pre-capitalist or reactionsolidarity with the workers’ organisa- question. They are therefore silent omultaneous commitment of Iranian, Turkerations against Iran, Syria or Saudi Ara-
ary anti-capitalist. tions in Irag. The fact that these organisuch issues as women’s rights, constish, Saudi, Syrian and Jordanian militarypia. Nonetheless, the neocons remain

1.2. We therefore fight for the immedi-sations may be, in our view, to someutional design and labour law, which ar@ssets against the occupietightalter committed to the project, though faced
ate and unconditional withdrawal of Brit-extent marked with sectarianismprominent in, for example, the WCPI'sthis position, but in the light of the Yomwith stiff resistance from traditional ‘re-
ish troops from Irag and an end to al(Worker-communist Party of Irag and or-programme. Kippur war probably would not, and isalist’ strategists within the US state. This
direct and indirect British support for theganisations it leads) or have ambiguou3. Defeat the imperialists through the in any case most unlikely. Even if it oc-contradiction has produced US attempts
US war effort. To the extent that the moverelations with the occupying powerscommon action ofthe Iragiandinterna-  curred and did alter the military relationto generate an ‘exit strategy’ (November
ment of opposition to the war in Iraq at{Iragi Communist Party and organisational working class of forces, it would be met by US use 022003); its failure and the US’s inability to
tains a mass character, we would urgons it leads) or that we may have little 3.1. The US-UK invasion and occu-nuclear weapons. generate any sort of legitimacy for its
mass action (strikes, etc) to sabotage theowledge of them (ICP central com-pation of Iraq has destroyed the Iraqi A strategy for getting rid of the impe-Iragi puppet; and the dependency on
British war effort. mand, ICP cadre) does not alter this tasBa’athist state, which was in origin arialist troops would therefore have to bemercenary ‘private security’, etc, leading

1.3. We recognise the character of the 2.3. At the same time, it is part of oumeo-colonial ‘decolonised’ state regimefounded on either the overthrow of theo attacks on foreign ‘civilians’ and so
United Nations as an imperialist instru-duty as communists to develop our own its place it has put a condition of statémperialist states by their own populato the siege of Fallujah, and the provo-
mentality and therefore warn againsanalysis of the occupation of Iraq, thdailure characterised by incipienttions (not at present posed), or persuadations against al-Sadr, which have pro-
any illusions in the UN. We would op- political situation in that country, andwarlordism (like Lebanon before theing the imperialists that the politicalduced the April 2004 crisis. In the light
pose any British participation in any UNtheir strategic implications, and to dis-Syrian intervention, Somalia ... and se@osts of staying in Iragq outweigh theof the last year strong factions of US
‘peacekeeping’ operation in Irag, anctuss these as far as possible not ontyn) loosely presided over by coalitioncombination of (a) the military-strategiccapital and within the US state consider
fight for the anti-war movement as awith wider forces in the British and in- troops. The coalition cannlotild a state and political advantages of staying irthe Irag policy of the Bush administra-
whole to do so. We should point out thaternational workers’ movement but alsdecause it has no legitimacy within Iraglraq and (b) the political costs of with-tion disastrous.
the history of such ‘peacekeeping’ opwith militants of the Iragi workers’ organi- because it systematically excludes frordrawing without achieving any part of 3.5. If the neocons’ view of the advan-
erations is to create new colonial protecsations. This flows from the sort of in-power those forces which could, potenBush-Blair’'s ostensible goals. tages of invading and ‘reconstructing’
torates (Bosnia, Kosova) and to promotiernational proletarian movement weially, create a state, and because its pre-3.4. US capital has no long-term stratdraq was illusory, once the US had started
communalism and the division of theseek to create: one characterised Mgrred Iragi politicians are merelygic interest either in a permanent occupan this course, for it to withdraw with-
working class. open, democratic collaboration in whichkleptocrats. But it has sufficient militarytion of Iraq or in the exact character of amut getting anything at all would be

1.4. Since our responsibilities as comthere will be genuine differences of viewpower toprevent the constructioof an Iraqi state, provided that it is not a work<learly seen as a serious US defeat. The
munists in Britain are primarily to fight We should not give the impression ofraqgi state. ers’ state. However, the ‘neoconservative)S state has a clear interest in not being
the British state, the tasks outlinedsecond-guessing the tactical judgments 3.2. It follows that resolution of the im- group which forms the core of the presergeen to be defeated. The US thus has a
above are our primary tasks. In thesef comrades on the ground; but it is notediate crisis in Iraq in the interests oS administration has essentially stakestrong objective interest in developing
tasks we can make temporary practicglenuine political solidarity to refuse tothe Iraqi population as a whole has twits strategy and political future on thean exit strategy which can delivame
agreements with, in Bebel's phrase, “thexpress differences, either with ‘thosestrategic elements: (1) It is necessary fability to construct in Iraq a state commitsort of ‘result’ in Irag - most probably by
devil and his grandmother”; certainly, savho are fighting’ (Socialist Workers the imperialist troops to be driven outted to neoliberal economics and ‘demodianding over power to the traditional
far as possible, with islamist tendencieParty on the ‘Iragi resistance’), or with(2) There is a need to create a state whichcy’ as an alternative to islamism anahia leadership round Sistani, coupled
in Britain. ‘our own comrades’ (Communist Partycan overcome the condition of state failArab nationalism. Iraq was to be a stepwith a US diplomatic rapprochement
2. For solidarity with the workers’ or-  of Britain on the ICP; Alliance for Work- ure - which implies addressing the clasqing stone to war or the threat of wawith Tehran. But to achieve even this
ganisations in Iraq ers’ Liberty, albeit less clearly, on thenational and religious contradictionsagainst Iran, Syria and Saudi Arabia tevould require a wholesale clear-out of
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struggle to drive out the imperialist troops, ihance by groups of sunni origin over the shia
L would be necessary for these tendencies woder the cloak of secularism. Soviet support
be realised more fully in the form of anti-  for the Ba’ath regime weakened the commu-
occupationcoalition political centre capable nists, already subject to severe Ba'athist re-
of including both (some) islamist and secupression.

lar (communist, Ba'athist, etc.) tendencies. Under these conditions it was natural for

Such a political centre does not yet exisshia religious identification to become a form
We would argue that communists in Iragf political resistance to the Ba'ath regime, like
should promote the formation of such a coaatholicism in Poland. Conversely, the fall of
lition, calling for: the regime gives other religious groups real

(1) the immediate and unconditional with-and not merely illusory grounds to fear shia
drawal of imperialist troops, and dominance. In addition, ‘sunnis’ in religious

(2) elections to a constituent assembly. terms include the large Kurdish national mi-

The hesitations of the ICP and WCPI omority, whose politics are structured by com-
early elections, on the ground that the islanpeting secular nationalist perspectives. And
ists would get a false mandate, risk playingoth ‘sunnis’ and to a lesser extent ‘shia’ in-
into the hands of the islamists. clude significant urban groups, mainly from
4. For a proletarian solution to the crisis in  the intelligentsia and the skilled workers, com-
Irag mitted to secular perspectives.

4.1. As is visible from theses 3.7 and 3.8, These facts rule out an Iragi solution on
the struggle for a political centre of opposithe Iranian model of entrenching the author-
tion to the imperialists is central to drivingity of a particular version of islamic law and
their troops out of Irag. But both this, angparticular group of islamic scholars, unless it
the everyday problems of the Iragi massegok the form of partition and ‘religious
pose the problem of overcoming the tencleansing’. In practice, the underlying social
dency towards fragmentation anctonditions would drive even this solution
warlordism in Irag. This, in turn, requirestowards warlordism and the creation of a large
addressing the contradictions which driveumber of petty sheikhdoms.
towards warlordism. 4.6. Islamist perspectives are on their own

4.2.Class contradictionsBa'athist Iraq impotent to deal with confessional diversity.
the neocons from the administration. The alvas a sub-Stalinist nationalist regime whickf Iraq is not, in the end, to collapse into
ternative is to follow through on the neoconsenacted very extensive nationalisations. Thvearlordism, some degree of separation of re-
project by raising the stakes (open war agairisagi bourgeoisie as such, as distinct from tHigion and state is unavoidable. But islamism,
Iraqi cities) until the neighbouring regimesstate bureaucracy, was weak. An emergenpeecisely because it makesersion of islam
either fall in the face of mass revulsion, leadsf a strong native bourgeoisie from a collapsn immediate guide to political action, cannot
ing to a more general war, or are forced to largigg bureaucracy in the style of former Stalinfrom its own resources reach this result. It
scale repression against islamists. UBt states and other sub-Stalinist nationaligtould be necessary to borrow from else-
response to the April insurrection has vaciregimes has been precluded by the sanehere, as the Mughals borrowed from Indian
lated between the two approaches. tions war from 1991-2003. Under the occupolitical thought, the Ottomans from Byzan-

3.6. There is thus a deep contradiction bg@ation regime the US has tried to carryine - and as the Iranian regime, since it took
tween the continuation of the neocons’ roléhrough and entrench large-scale privatisgower, has borrowed silently but very exten-
in the Bush administration and in particular itions and has brought in US corporationsively from the Pahlavi regime and from Eu-
the formation of Iraq and Middle East policyand a variety of cowboy operations, in anopean constitutionalism.
and the objective interests of US capital anattempt to subject Iraq directly S capital. 4.7. The struggle faseparation of religion
the US state. Opening up this contradictiofhe primary class contradiction in its ordi-and states therefore essential both to creat-
together with continuing military and other renary sense, between labour and capital, theieg a common front against the occupation
sistance to the occupiers, can change the dalre takes three forms: (1) resistance tand to combating the dynamic towards
culations of the imperialist centres and lead timreign capitals and the scab labour thewarlordism. This struggle has to begin, not
the end of the occupation. have brought into Irag, which is immediatelyfrom the ‘resistance fighters’, but from the

The problem with jihadi strategy in thislinked to the question of resistance to theecular parties. The ICP and WCPI (in their
context (leaving aside for the moment the resccupation; (2) the enormous level of masdifferent ways) are therefomrrectto view
actionary character of the jihadis’ generalinemployment in Iraqi society (which con-islamist ‘resistance fighters’ as an enemy as
politics) is that icannottake into account the tributes more or less directly to the formatiothreatening as the imperialist occupiers. How-
military balance of forces (above 3.3) or exploibf proto-warlord militias); and (3) the directever, their policy towards them needs to be
this contradiction. The more Iraqi resistancstruggle in dumpenform (gangsterism, etc) analogous to the Chinese Communist Party’s
to the occupation becomes linked to the jihadigainst the middle class and the bureaucraslicy towards the Kuomintang in the 1930s:
trend in islamism, the more the neocons wiformed under Ba’athism. A provisional gov-with them as far as they fight the occupiers,
be able in the US to link it to 9/11, and therebgrnment formed in the struggle against thagainst them as far they fight to assert their
secure themselves electorally against the famecupiers or after they have been driven ootvn control.
tions of US capital seeking their ouster. Thevould be urgently faced with problems (2) 4.8.National contradictionsThe most ob-
drift towards jihadi politics thus makes gettingand (3). The critical elements in the solutiorious national contradiction in today’s Iraq
imperialist troops out of Iralgsslikely. The are: is the occupation of the country by imperial-
neocons and the jihadis are perfectly genli- an end to the occupiers’ privatisations anigt troops and the attempt to impose on it im-
ine mirror images of one another: both aim faheir reversal; perialist capital. However, even if immediate
a general war between the Middle Easterh work for all - ie, overcoming mass unem-imperialist occupation is ended, two national
muslim countries and the US, which, in thgployment through a massive programme @fuestions remain pressing and form part of
existing military relationship of forces, wouldreconstruction of Iragi infrastructure usinghe dynamic towards warlordism. The first is
be a bloodbath and an utter disaster for tHeagi labour; and the Kurdish question. WCPI comrades have
working class of the Middle East. O for the short term, an effective system oforrectly insisted that the Kurds must have

3.7. In contrast, a leadership which opposewtioning of basic goods in the cities. the right to self-determination. The ICP, in
boththe occupatiomnd the jihadis - espe- 4.3 A striking feature of the WCPI's pro-contrast, subsumes the Kurdish question
cially one which based itself on the interestgramme is the absence of any mention of runder general federalism.
of the working class, as opposed to the exigtl social relations. Though Iraq is highly 4.9. Behind this question, however, is a
ing regimes in the Middle Eastern countriesurbanised for a ‘third world’ country, andlarger one. The Kurds are split up between
could, like the Viethamese Communist Partthough the Karim Qasim regime and thérag, Iran, Syria and Turkey. The state borders
in the Vietnam war or the Chinese Communidda’athists carried out an effective land refornof the Middle East were almost wholly im-
Party in its response to the Japanese invasiwvhich destroyed the power of the shia arigposed by imperialism in the aftermath of the
exploit the contradictions existing within thetocracy in the south of Iraqg, this is a strikindall of the Ottoman empire. The struggle for a
imperialist front. Such a leadership woulcbmission. Warlordism takes its natural basignited workers’ federation of tireashreq
threaten the US with a genuine repeat of Viefrom traditional rural social relations, and th€¢Arab Middle East from Egypt to Iraq) is the
nam: with both a ‘domino effect’ spreadingproblems of combating it and of feeding theondition for providing self-determination to
across the Middle East, and an inspiratioaities necessarily raise the question of thiie oppressed nationalitiesthin the exist- |
(however deformed) to radicals around thprimary agricultural producers and their reing states. It is only a proletarian ‘pan-Arab{
world. lations with the cities. ism’ which can really pose an alternative t(}

i

Al dr’s shia fighters

The present weakness of Iragi communists 4.4. Islamist perspectives addresy the the pan-islamism of the islamists, since th
and the Iragi workers’ movement and of théirst problem: resistance to foreign capital anthtter - like the old pan-Arabism of Nasser an
communist and workers’ movement morecab labour. For the rest, islamism can ontfie early Ba'athists - is grounded on and ad}
generally through the Middle East is thus natuggest charity, since it has no perspectivitesses this underlying body of national conj
a reason for succumbing to the lure of thor active intervention in the economy, whictiradictions.
apparent successes against the occupiersappears to it as ‘natural’. The victory of any 4.10. In this context, the pro-UN attitude ofI
the various forms of jihadi guerrillas. Thesaslamist trend would thus leave thethe ICP and the ambiguous formulae adopt
remain, under present conditions, a dead erdisintegrative dynamics untouched, whildy the WCPI fall into a trap of the imperial-

3.8. The present crisis has shown some teproviding palliatives to the believers. ists. As was mentioned above, in thesis 14,
dencies (a) to increased mass support for the4.5. Confessional contradictiongraq is the UN is an imperialist instrumentality (the
guerrillas fighting the US, (b) to cooperatiorvery approximately between half and twopresent occupation of Iraq is UN-author-|
across confessional lines (sunni and shia) atturds shia and between one third and haied!), and UN interventions elsewhere in|
(c) to elements in Iragi politics which havesunni, with a small (2%) christian minority. practice have actualgromotedreligious and |
hitherto given support to, or tolerated, th@he colonial and post-colonial puppet reethnic division. Further, the UN is committed
occupation taking their distance from it (elegimes rested to a considerable extent on the the sanctity of existing state bordersl
ments of the puppet ‘governing council’) orshia landlords, and the Karim Qasim antlVithin the framework of UN tutelage, there-|
openly opposing it (elements of the traditionadBa’ath regimes, starting from a struggldore, the national contradictions of the Arabl
shia leadership). To break out of the dead emgjainst the landlords, were characterised Isjatescannotbe resolvedl
which jihadi politics currently represents in thean increasing tendency to coercive domi- Mike Macnair I
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What we
fight for

[/ Our central aim is the organisation of communists, revolu-
tionary socialists, anti-capitalists and all politically advanced
workers into a Communist Party. Without organisation the
working class is nothing; with the highest form of organisa-
tionitis everything.

[l The Provisional Central Committee organises members
of the Communist Party, but there exists no real Commu-
nist Party today. There are many so-called ‘parties’ on the
left. In reality they are confessional sects. Members who
disagree with the prescribed ‘line’ are expected to gag them-
selves in public. Either that or face expulsion.

[| Communists operate according to the principles of demo-
cratic centralism. Through ongoing debate we seek to
achieve unity in action and a common world outlook. As
long as they support agreed actions, members have the
right to speak openly and form temporary or permanent
factions.

[I Communists oppose the neo-conservative war plans of
the Project for the New American Century and all imperial-
istwars but constantly strive to bring to the fore the funda-
mental question - ending war is bound up with ending capi-
talism.

[| Communists are internationalists. Everywhere we strive
for the closest unity and agreement of working class and
progressive parties of all countries. We oppose every mani-
festation of national sectionalism. it is an internationalist
duty to uphold the principle, ‘One state, one party'. To the
extent that the European Union becomes a state then that
necessitates EU-wide trade unions and a Communist Party
of the EU.

[ The working class must be organised globally. Without a
global Communist Party, a Communist Intemational, the
struggle against capital is weakened and lacks coordina-
tion.

[| Communists have no interest apart from the working class
as a whole. They differ only in recognising the importance
of Marxism as a guide to practice. That theory is no dogma,
but must be constantly added to and enriched.

[ Capitalism in its ceaseless search for profit puts the fu-
ture of humanity atrisk. Capitalism is synonymous with war,
pollution, exploitation and crisis. As a global system capi-
talism can only be superseded globally. All forms of na-
tionalist socialism are reactionary and anti-working class.

[ The capitalist class will never willingly allow their wealth
and power to be taken away by a parliamentary vote. They
will resist using every means at their disposal. Communists
favour using parliament and winning the biggest possible
working class representation. But workers must be read-
ied to make revolution - peacefully if we can, forcibly if we
must

[I Communists fight for extreme democracy in all spheres
of society. Democracy must be given a social content.

[ We will use the most militant methods objective circum-
stances allow to achieve a federal republic of England,
Scotland and Wales, a united, federal Ireland and a United
States of Europe.

[| Communists favour industrial unions. Bureaucracy and
class compromise must be fought and the trade unions
transformed into schools for communism.

[l Communists are champions of the oppressed. Women’s
oppression, combating racism and chauvinism, and the strug-
gle for peace and ecological sustainability are justas much
working class questions as pay, trade union rights and de-
mands for high-quality health, housing and education.

[l Socialism represents victory in the battle for democracy.
Itis the rule of the working class. Socialismis either demo-
cratic or, as with Stalin’s Soviet Union, it turns into its oppo-
site.

[I Socialism is the first stage of the worldwide transition to
communism - a system which knows neither wars, exploita-
tion, money, classes, states nornations. Communismis gen-
eral freedom and the real beginning of human history.

[ All who accept these principles are urged to join the
Communist Party.
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Falling foul of
institutional

anti-racism

worker

Give censorship the red card

e have often heard that when at West Bromwich Albion, he cham
Britain is an ‘institution-  pioned the “the Three Degrees” - Laurig
ally racist'society. Try tell- - Cunningham, Cyrille Regis and Brendor
ing that to footballing Batson (now secretary of the Professiondl
supremo ‘Big’ Ron Atkinson. In a fit of Footballers’ Association). He also at-
rage last week after watching Chelsea geénded this year the 10th anniversar
mercilessly thrashed 3-1 by AS Monacojunch of Kick It Out - the well known foot- ¥ =%
Atkinson immediately offered a less thanball anti-racism campaign. o
flattering view of the defender, Marcel  All in all, it hardly sounds like the pro-
Desailly: “I've always thought that he file of a racist. Having said that, it is hardj
has no awareness of danger. He is what disagree with the sentiments expressdd®®
is known in some schools as a fuckingoy Kick It Out's director, Piara Power: |
lazy thick nigger. That is a fucking dis- “What he said was unambiguous, nonf®
gusting performance.” negotiable and hugely offensive. You
Unfortunately for Atkinson, and no don't need to be engaged in sophisticatef
doubt slightly distressingly for Desailly, debates about race to realise those wordiS
this supposedly private post-match comare offensive.”
ment was inadvertently transmitted to  Clearly, in historical terms football has
parts of the Middle East. Quite predict-been plagued by racism and extreme n§
ably, the uproar from Egypt and Dubaitional chauvinism. Examples are legion
quickly made its way to the UK. Within Over the years and decades though, ra
two days, Atkinson (“by mutual con- ist attitudes in football - including, some-
sent”, apparently) had chucked in hisimes, sheer foul abuse - have becomg:
weekly column fofThe Guardiarand increasingly harder to find in the board{g
resigned from his role as ITV's premierrooms and official-administrative struc-
football pundit - not to mention the facttures of the beautiful game, but less s
that Big Ron claims to have already lostas you move amongst the terraces. Irf
commercial contracts coming to some £1erestingly, what ‘official’ racism remains
million or so. appears to be found in the lower leagu
That is an expensive price to pay forteams. In the views of the chief sportSRen Atkinson: “Hugely offensive”
uttering one word, and we are not talkcorrespondent ofhe Guardian Vivek
ing about “fucking” here. Chaudhary: “While there is less racistvinism. At the very least, it causes ofany of that was to automatically bevourite punk-Stalinist, Julie Burchill,
Nor does Atkinson's mortification end abuse within the top end of the game fence. Communists aim to comizédit found guilty of promoting nationalism - who in the pages ofhe Guardian
there. In what must be the final humilia-particularly that aimed at players - it still forms of prejudice and backwardness for Russian nationalism dressed itself uprrote of “the Hitler-licking, altar-boy-
tion, he has been told that his servicegxists within the lower leagues, and playan aim which necessarily correspondas internationalism. molesting, abortion-banning Irish”
will no longer be required at this week-ers regularly complain of name-callingto the idea that language is neither a time- In the US there is the constitutionalJune 29 2002). A typically puerile jour-
end's major Newton Abbot football com- from opponents and spectators” (Aprilless nor a passive vehicle, but is itself eght to free speech. However, the statralistic rant, but we should not forget
petition, to be held in the Decoy Park23). terrain of class struggle. To say that isnd military bureaucracy and the top busthat at the time the Crown Prosecution
recreational area. Now in its third year, In the same article, Chaudhary recountsot to fall victim to ‘political correctness’. ness management have hijacked anti-ra§ervice considered taking legal action.
this annual tournament runs over two- “it wasn't so long ago” - how one pre- However, nor do we approve of orism and turned defence of black rightdohn Twomey, a social worker at the
dates - from May 1 to 2, and from May 29miership manager told him that the reasoseek to promote morbid sensitivity -and minority sensibilities into their oppo-London Irish Centre complained to
to June 3 - and youngsters aged from thihere are so few Asian professional footwhich in its most extreme and irrationakites. Often with the support of a widepolice that her article contravened the
age of seven come from all over Britainballers is because they are too busy workerms leads to a witch-hunting atmosswathe of liberal and progressive opinRace Relations Act. Should we have
to take part in the 100-team competitioning in shops and eating curry. phere, outright censorship and eveion this leads to an oppressive top-dowsupported such a prosecution - and
Atkinson was due to be the tournament'®dditionally, Chaudhary mentions that prison sentences. Communists are demanti-racism and disastrous results. Thdemanded on the front page of our pa-
celebrity compere. However, the organonly three of the 92 league managers, antfats as well as anti-racists. To ban, arase of David Howard is not untypical per that Burchill be imprisoned?
isers of the competition, R and T Tour-only a handful of coaches, are black.  prohibit, words or terms, or certaiiew- A minor municipal official in Washington = No, communists and revolutionary
naments, felt that they could not “be  So the battle to drive racism out of foot-points is at best counter-productive and>C, he was forced to resign after he usesbcialists have every interest in free
seen to condone what he said” andball has yet to be won - but it is self-evi-at worst establishes a ruling ideologythe word ‘niggardly’ to describe a federakpeech. Even if what is said or written is
quickly arranged to ship in instead Sirdent that racism has been progressivelwhich recruits the righteous, the gulliblegovernment budget squeeze. A word dafffensive - to small minorities or big
Geoff Hurst, England’s 1966 pin-up won-‘de-institutionalised’, just like in post- and even the oppressed themselves ifBzandinavian origin, it was ignorantlymajorities. The alternative is far worse.
der boy. As the front page headline in théVorld War Il UK society as a whole. In- a veritable crusade which permits n@eemed to be ‘racist’, ‘offensive’ andCensorship and handing what can or
local newspaper put it, “Big Ron gets thedeed, as the opprobrium heaped sopen questioning or deviant utterancesherefore beyond the pale. cannot be expressed over to the courts,
red card” Herald Expres#\pril 27). massively upon Atkinson’s head mani- Take the ruling bureaucracy in the So- Closer to home, was it such a victongovernment quangoes and local gov-
From Dubai to Devon, Atkinson festly shows, the footballing establish-viet Union. It ‘officially’ banned the pro- for rational political debate that Kilroy- ernment bosses can only but weaken
seems to have become a bit of a parialment is essentially no different from themotion of racism and national Silk got kicked out of the BBC for writ- our struggle, which if it is to be success-
Rather ironically, if it is true, Atkinson police force, the home office or the NHSchauvinism - in reality there was, ofing his daft article in theSunday ful needs the right to criticise all that is
says he cannot even remember utteringureaucracy - that is, institutionally andcourse, Russian domination, nationaExpressuminating about the place, orwrong, all that is backward, all that is
these offending words, and has since ofideologicallyanti-racist. Frankly, how oppression and the state-sponsoratbt, of Arab civilisation in world his- mistakerl]
fered a fulsome apology - repeatedly. Ircould it be anything else? growth of anti-semitism. But to questiontory? Then there was liberalism’s fa- Eddie Ford
his defence, Atkinson pointed to his Just to glimpse at the long list of Kick It
long footballing record of promoting and Out's sponsors should tell you a lot - the
encouraging black players: “All | can saylLeague Managers Association, the AE

is that my actions over the years speakociation of Premier League and Footbdll - |

louder than my words - I'm an idiot, but League Match Officials, the Footbal su bscrl be' Name, |

I'm not a racist.” Safety Officers Association, the Locai u Address I
He might have a point. Atkinson hasGovernment Association, the Metropol

a fearsome reputation in the footballtan Police ... It is no accident either thit . |

world: first as a player (Aston Villa, Ox- the chair of Kick It Out is no other thay Subscription £ * I

ford United, Witney Town), then more Lord Herman Ouseley, the former chair gf ) Town/city

successfully as a manager, where he haéise Commission for Racial Equality. Ther% Donation £ i I

presided over an impressive roll-call ofis no doubt that Kick It Out is essentiallff Postcode |

teams - Kettering Town, Cambridgeanestablishmenbrganisation, and hencg Cheques and postal orders should . |

United, Manchester United, Westpromotes the establishmertisurgeois i be payable to ‘Weekly Worker’ Email I

Bromwich Albion, Atletico Madrid, Shef- anti-racism. 6m 1yr Inst.

field Wednesday, Aston Villa, Coventry ~ Communists, obviously, find the lanf | united .5 /e 24 £30/- 48 £53/ 85 Telephone Date |

City. By all accounts, Atkinson favours guage used by Atkinson reprehensiblg - | Kingdom . - |

the ‘kick up the backside’ style of man-and we would take the same view aboLla Europe  £20/ 32 £40/+64 £70/+ 112 SpeCIal offer for new subscribers

agement over the touchy-feely, therapeusports commentator who decided Rost of I

tic-driven approach. mouth off, say, about a female tennis play@r | v ond £40/+ 64 £80/+ 128 £140/+ 224 |
More germanely, Atkinson “was at the being ‘a stupid lazy bitch’ or ‘a fucking mon s or |

vanguard of introducing brilliant black thick cunt’, or described a gay boxer as ld . .

footballing talent into the British game” fucking limped-wrist faggot'. Such land Return to: Weekly Worker, BCM Box 928, London WC1N 3XX, United Kingdom |

(Herald Expres#\pril 27). In particular, guage resonates with bigotry and Chalic e s mm e e e e —— ]



